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Dear
Re: Child Custody Materials

We have received your request for the packet of court deci-
sions and other materials on child custody. It is always sadden-
ing to learn of problems involving child custody, but we are de-
lighted to see that you are continuing to seek Jehovah's guidance
and protection in all matters and taking advantage of this situa-
tion to bring further praise to him. (Luke 18:1-8) We urge you
to present this information to your attorney as soon as possible.
1f allegations are made that your religious beliefs and practices
are harmful to your children, the enclosed information may prove
helpful.

We particularly draw your attention to the booklet entitled
‘Preparing For Child Custody Cases. The questions and other infor-
mation in this booklet should help you and your attorney under-
stand the nature of the attack that may be made against a parent
who is one of Jehovah's Witnesses. In addition, the material in
this bookler should help vou and your attorney prepare for not
only court hearings but aiso psychological assessments or evalu-
ations that cofren are required as part of a custody determination.
It is our experience that the results of such psychological exami-
nations can be decisive in the court's award of custody. Thus it
is good to apprecliate the purpose and importance of the psycholog-
ical examination and to present your beliefs as one of Jehovah's
Witnesses in a way that will benefit yourself and your children.
—Ilsaiah 48:17.

It may be advantageous to ask your attorney to present to the
court certain publications of the Society which may be used to
demonstrate that your religious beliefs are far from harmful but
rather are highly beneficial to your children. Depending on the
ages of your cnildren, you should consider showing one or more of
the following publications to your attorney: My Booy of Bible
Stories:; Listening to the Great Teacher; School and Jehovah's
Witnesses (brochure); Your Youth—Getting the Best Out of It;
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Making Your Family Life Happy. Also, for adolescents, articles
from the "Young People Ask . . ." series in the Awake! magazine
present helpful irformation on a wide variety of subjects. Check
the listing of "Young Pecple Ask . . ." articles in the Watchtower
Publications Index 1930-1985, pages 953-954. The 1ndex of subse-
guent bound volumes of Awake! can be checked to cover more recent
articles in the szries.

You <an explain to your attorney that these publications and
articles contain exceilent Bible-based counsel and practical wis-
dom which will rnelp vour <hildren develop into healthy, nappy,
productive individuals. Rather than containing matter that is
harmful, these publicat:ons and articles provide highly beneficial
information. Indeed, much of the information is nondoctrinal and
of universal appeal.

Along this line, :t may be helpful to show the cour: that a
parent who is one of Jehcvah's Witnesses will have greater concern
for his childrer tecause <f the Scriptural responsibilities im-
posed upon parents.. We have found it practical to present the
court with a copy ©of cne or more of the Society's publications
mentioned above. Many ‘udges are willing to review these publi-
cations because of the contents and because of the excellent il-
lustrations which serve -as effective teaching aids. You may also
want to point oui to your attorney how many copies of these pub-
lications have been printed as indicated in the opening pages of
the publications. Since many of them have been distributed in the
tens of millions i copies, the fact that there are only three
million Jehovah's Witnesses in the world attests to the widespread
appeal of these publications.

We also recommend that you give your attorney copies of Jeho-
vah's Witnesses--Unitedly Doing God's Will Worldwide and Jehovah's
Witnesses in th~ Twentieth Century. These two brochures will bet-
ter acquaint your attorney (and the court, if necessary} with the
practices, history. and beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses.

Your brothers and fellow servants,

%ﬂ@f-ﬁ?‘wé’ﬁ,’\

OF NEW YORK, INC.

Enclosures

P.S. Thank you for your kind contribution.
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INTRODUCTION

This hooklet is designed to help you and your attor-
ney prepare for the difliculties Christian parents often
face in child custody disputes. In the eyes of the law, the
overriding concern in every custody suit is the welfare
and best interests of the child. In deciding which parent
will better provide for a child's best interests, courts will
examine all aspects of the child's physical, emotional,
and spiritual welfare in either household. Thus your reli-
gious practices and teachings as one of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses will probably be a subject of inquiry by your for-
mer spouse and the court.

Opposers often focus attention on refusal to consent
to blood transfusions, holidays and birthday celebrations,
arguing that Witness children are deprived of a “normal”
upbringing. There is no need to hide or distort your reli-
gious beliefs and practices in the face of such criticism.
When giving an answer, always try to focus on the pos-
itive aspects of your religious beliefs, showing how they
have benefited you and your family. (Isa. 48:17) Be sure
to answer questions regarding such subjects in a way
that is both understandable and reasonable, accurately
presenting the wholesomeness of the Christian home.
—1 Pet. 3:15.

This booklet will also help you prepare for psycho-
logical examinations that frequently are required as part
of a child custody determination. Having some idea of
the type of questions a psychologist may ask should help
you handle the examination naturally and without undue
anxietly.

Disputes over child custody can be an ordeal for
Christian parents. But with preparation and reliance on
Jehovah, you need not be without hope, knowing that in
the end Jehovah will set all matters straight.—Ps. 43:1;
1 Pet. 3:12.
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Holidays:

When answering questions about holidays, we want
to remember that many people view our religion as a li-
tany of negative responses. Therefore, whenever possible,
add some positive statement which emphasizes the bene-
fit to ourselves and our children when we refrain from a
celebration or holiday. For example, rather than simply
saying, “No, I don't celebrate Christmas,” you may re-
spond in the affirmative, “After a careful investigation of
the Scriptures and the historical background of Christ-
mas, my family and 1 concluded that the celebration of
Christmas was not necessary to have God's approval. We
have decided not to limit our gift-giving and family
gatherings to specific predetermined dates, but would
rather enjoy these activities year round.”

On the subject of holidays you may face questlons
such as the following:

® Do Jehovah's Witnesses celebrate Christmas?
Thanksgiving? Easter? Birthdays? Halloween?
Mother's Day? Father's Day? Valentine’s Day? New
Year's Day? St. Patrick's Day? Why?

e Are not your children deprived of the Christmas
spirit?

e Most of the children in your child’s class celebrate
Christmas . . ., ete.?

@ Is it difficult for children to feel different than their
classmates and school friends?

@ So is it difficult for children to be Jehovah'’s
Witnesses?

e In fact, is it diflicult for you at times to feel
different and to be one of Jehovah’'s Witnesses?

Religion:

Many try to portray the beliefs and practices of Je-
hovah's Witnesses as dogmatic and restrictive. When
answering questions about your religious beliefs and
practices, emphasize the fact that you have formed your
beliefs and adopted your practices after much study and
reflection; your religion is not simply a matter of rules
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

which have been imposed by the elders. You want to em-
phasize the fact that you are a thinking, well-balanced,
and reasonable individual who is competent to act as a
parent. Avoid any response which gives the impression
that you are unwilling or unable to provide for your
child’s best interests because of your religious beliefs.

On the subject of religion you may face questions

such as the following:

Do you believe you have the only right religion?

Do you believe the Catholic (or other) Church is
true or false?

Do you believe all false religion is under the control
of Satan?

Is the Catholic (or other) Church under the control
of Satan?

Are Catholics (or whoever) under the control of
Satan?

How do you feel about your ex-wife/husband who is
not one of Jehovah's Witnesses?

® Is he/she under the control of Satan?

e What do you teach your child about your

ex-wife/husband?

o Will God destroy all false religion?

® As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, do you believe that

only Jehovah’s Witnesses will be saved?

e Will all Catholics (or whoever) be destroyed?

e Will you teach your child that his father's/mother’s

religious beliefs are wrong?

Will you teach your child that his father/mother
will be destroyed by God if he/she does not become
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Will you teach your child that there is a risk that
his father/mother will be destroyed by God?

Is it true that there are great differences between

3



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

beliefs of Catholics (or whoever) and Jehovah'’s
Witnesses?

® In fact, you left the Catholic (or other) Church to
bhecome one of Jehovah’s Withesses?

e Can you be one of Jehovah's Withesses and a
Catholic (or whatever) at the same time?

e If you cannot be one of Jehovah's Witnesses and a
Catholic (or whatever) at the same time, how can
you expect your child to be?

e Will you teach your child that both your church and
the Catholic (or other) Church are right?

e Won't your child be confused by being taught two
religions?

e If your son was participating in a play or another
special event at the Catholic (or other) Church,
would you attend?

e Do you respect all religions?

e If a member of your family was being baptized,
married, or a family funeral service was being given
in the Catholic (or other) Church, would you
attend?

e llow is this showing respect for the Catholic (or
other) Church or your family?

e If you respect all religions, why do you go from
house-to-house trying to convert people?

e How would you feel if your child decided he did not
want to be one of Jehovah’'s Witnesses and chose to
belong to another church?

e Would you still love your child?

e Do you teach your child only about the religion of
Jehovah’s Witnesses?

e Do you believe that your child should learn about
other religions?

e If your child, out of curiosity, decided he wanted to
attend the services of another church, would you
allow him to? Would you accompany him?

4



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Blood:

Some confuse our stand on the use of blood and
blood products with the position of religions that believe
in faith healing and refuse all medical treatment. You
want to show that you are a loving, caring parent who
wants the best medical care possible for your child. Ex-
plain that you are aware of many serious and possibly fa-
tal dangers from blood and that you have made arrange-
ments with your doctor to provide alternative non-blood
management for your child. Acknowledge that your for-
mer mate properly has a right to participate and have a
say in any medical decisions involving your child. Stress
the fact that you want the best available medical treat-
ment for yourself and your child and that avoidance of
blood, in your opinion and the opinion of many in the
medical community, is a sound, healthful course.

® Do you believe that every word of the Bible is
literally true?

® Do you teach that it is better to die than to take a
blood transfusion?

® You claim that there are alternatives; what is the
alternative where someone loses blood in a car
accident?

e How do you know there are alternatives?

o Is it true that only a minority of doctors are willing
to try alternative, bloodless treatment?

® Do most doctors recommend blood transfusions?

o Isn't it true that it may not be possible to find a
doctor who will use bloodless alternatives? What if
the only available doctor said there were no
alternatives? Would you prefer to die?

® Would you ever consent to your child being given a
blood transfusion?

e What if the doctors said your child would die
without a blood transfusion?

o If the doctors told you that your child needed a
blood transfusion, would you advise and consult
your ex-wife/husband?



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

o How would you feel if your ex-wife/hushand
consented to your child being given a blood
transfusion?

e Would you suffer any religious penalty if you or
your child were given a blood transfusion?

e Would vou be subject to alienation or disapproval
from church members if you or your child were
given a blood transfusion?

e Would you still love your child, even if he/she was
given a blood transfusion?

Governments:

The stand which Jehovah's Witnesses take regarding
governments is often misunderstood. When responding
to questions regarding your view of government, accen-
tunate the positive---you pay all your taxes, you are hon-
est and law abiding, you do not involve yourself in civil
disobedience, and you believe that the superior authori-
ties, including court officials, should be obeyed and are
worthy of our honor and respect.

e Do you believe the governments of this world are
controlled by Satan?

® Are the judge and this court controlled by Satan?

Do vou believe God will destroy the governments of
this world?

Do you vote?

e Do you stand up for the National Anthem/salute the
flag?

e If your country is at war, would you fight in the
military?

® Do vou believe that you will be persecuted for your
beliefs?

e What kind of persecution do you expect and from
whom?

e Do you teach your child that he will be persecuted
for his beliefs? Is that healthy for your child?

6



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

@ Is your child frightened by the prospect of
persecution?

Satan:

Many do not consider Satan to be a real person and
will find your belief in Satan to be childish or fanatical.
When giving an answer, distinguish the Bible's view of
Satan from the cartoon character with a pitchfork, as
many people view Satan. If people believe in God and
His angels, why is it childish to believe that some angels
chose to disobey God?

® Is Satan the ruler of the worid?

@ Does Satan control everyone who is not one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses?

e Is Satan powerful?
® Are you afraid of Satan?

® Do you teach your child about Satan? Is your child
afraid of Satan?

Armageddon:

Armageddon marks a time of destruction of the
wicked, as well as the beginning of Jehovah's righteous
new system. Emphasize the positive aspects of the event.
It is not like the frightening hellfire doctrine, which
keeps the wicked in torment forever.

® Do you believe that we are living in the time of the
end? Do you believe that many people and much of
the world will be destroyed at Armageddon?

e Will that be a frightening time?
® Do you teach your child about Armageddon?

o Is your child not scared/upset at the prospect of his
mother/father, school friends, neighbors and
himself/herself being destroyed at Armageddon?

Practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses:

e How many meetings do Jehovah’s Witnesses have a
week?
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e Do you attend all of these meetings?

e If you did not attend all of these meetings or go out
preaching, would you be subject to congregational
disapproval or discipline by your elders?

e Do you bring your child to all of these meetings?

e Is it not correct that if your child attends your
mid-week meeting he would not be in bed before
9:45 or 10:00 p.m.? Is that not a very late night for
a small child?

e Isn't it difficult for a small child to sit through these
Iong meetings? Wouldn't your child rather be
playing than attending these church meetings?

e Would you teach your child to be one of Jehovah's
Witnesses?

® Do you hope your child will become one of
Jehovah's Witnesses?

e Will you bring your child to all of your meetings?

e Will you hring your child out in your preaching
work? Every weekend? For how long?

e If your child did not want to go to your church
meetings, would you force him to go?

e If your child did not want to go out preaching,
would you force him to go?

e Is it not diflicult for you to go preaching at times?
Do you meet some people who do not want to hear
your message, who reject you and are rude to you?

e If your child went preaching he at times would
encounter people who disagree with him, reject him
and are rude to him?

e Wouldn't that be difficult for your child? Would he
find that hard to endure?

e Is it not harmful for children to feel rejected?

e If you care about your child, why would you
deliberately place him in a situation where he is
bound to suffer embarrassment and rejection?

8



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

School: (May be faced with quotes from
“School” Brochure)

Many feel that Jehovah's Witnesses are against edu-
cation. On the contrary, the children of Jehovah’'s Wit-
nesses are encouraged to make the most of their edu-
cation and to become proficient in reading, writing, and
analytical abilities. In fact, Jehovah's Witnesses often ex-
cel in school. You may use the Index to investigate the
wide range of topics on which the Society encourages
discussion and research. The Society’s publications en-
courage our youths to be diligent and serious-minded in
their studies.

@ This booklet “School and Jehovali's Witnesses” sets
out your church’s beliefs in the school setting? Your
church recommends that parents and children in
your faith are to follow the rules set out in this
booklet and that teachers should abide by them?

o Isn't it true that you won't permit your child to
associate with or make close friends of people who
are not Jehovah’s Witnesses?

o Isn't it true that you won't permit your child to go
to school dances? to date?

@ Isn't it true that you would not allow your children
to participate in extracurricular activities? school
plays? school bands?

e Isn’t it true that you would not permit your child to
be a class representative or be on the school
council?

e Isn’t it true that you would not permit your child to
participate in school elections?

e Isn't it true that you would not allow your child to
join any school clubs?

e Isn’t it true that you would not allow your child to
join any school teams?

e Isn’t it true you would not permit your child to
engage in any school activities associated with
national or religious holidays?

® You do not permit your child to stand up for the
National Anthem in school?

9



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Your children will be very different from the
majority of children in school and will be deprived
of many enjoyable, healthy activities that other
students enjoy?

At times your child may be mocked or alienated at
school because of these beliefs?

It's not easy for a child to be one of Jehovah's
Witnesses at school?

If you love your child why would you want to ‘
deprive him/her of so many activities that he/she
would enjoy?

Isn’t it true that you would not permit your child to
attend a college or university?

Isn't it true that if your child attended a college or
university he/she would face disapproval in
congregation and be subject to counselmg by your
ministers?

Would you support your child if he/she decided to
go to a college or university?

Isn't it true that you want and are going to teach
yvour child to be a full-time minister?

That is the only career that you intend for your
child?

Corporal punishment:

As one of Jehovah's Witnesses you believe in
corporal punishment?

You believe the Bible directs parents to discipline
their children with a rod or stick?

You would not be a good Christian/good parent if
you failed to heed that Biblical command?

Practice sessions:

Did you talk to your lawyer about this court
proceeding?

Did your lawyer tell you what to say?

10
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SAMPLE APPROACH BY WITNESS PARENT TO CROSS-EXAMINATION

Do you believe you have the only right religion?

Of course I do. If I didn’t think so I would join
another.

Do you believe the Catholic (or other) Church is true or
- false?

I believe its teachings are in error.

Will all Catholics (or others) be destroyed?

Jehovah makes those judgments, not we.

Do Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate Christmas?

The celebration of the winter solstice on
December 25 goes back to the ancient Roman
practices of the Saturnalia. 1t is part of pagan sun
worship. We do not celebrate pagan festivals. The
Bible directs that we celebrate Jesus’ death, not
birth.

Are not your children deprived of the Christmas spirit?

Jehovah's Witnesses encourage love, familial
association and charity throughout the year.
Gift-giving and family association are not restricted
to one day or time of year.

Do you respect other religions? If so, why do you go
Jrom house to house trying to convert people?
The Bible has good news for people of all religions
and backgrounds——the good news that God will

soon bring peace to earth through his Kingdom.
We want to share this with our neighbors.

12



SAMPLE APPROACH BY WITNESS PARENT TO CROSS-EXAMINATION

Do you teach that it is better to die than take a blood
transfusion?

I do not want myself or my children to die. I want
the best medical treatment I can get for my child.
Blood transfusions carry many death-dealing side
effects such as AIDS. We prefer to accept safer
medical alternatives.

How do you know there are alternatives?

Our church regularly reproduces medical
information that points out alternatives. Besides, 1
have discussed this with my doctor who is willing
to use the alternatives.

What if a doctor said there are no alternatives?

That is only one opinion. Jehovah’s Witnesses know
from experience that there are many different
medical opinions. Also we know of many cases
where the same thing was said but the patient still
recovered without blood transfusion. Jehovah’s
Witnesses are being treated successfully without
blood by doctors and hospitals throughout North
America.

13
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Work:
® Where do you work?

How far is your work place from your home?
What time do you leave for work?

What are your hours of work?

What times would the child require day-care
assistance of a neighbor? friend? relative?

Is your spouse home at those same times?
® Is a neighbor/friend relative to be preferred over the
child's mother/father for day-care?
Jehovah’s Witnesses’ role as parents
and spouse . . .

A) Parent:
® Does your spouse prepare meals for the family?

® Does your spouse do family laundry?

® Does your spouse care well for the home? (i.e.,
provide a neat home, do maintenance, etc.)

® Does your spouse care well for the children?

® Does your spouse wake the children in the
morning?

® Does your spouse dress the children in the morning?

® Does your spouse prepare breakfast for the
children?

Does your spouse prepare lunch for the children?
Does your spouse prepare supper for the children?

Does your spouse take the children to school?

Does your spouse take care of the children when
they are sick?

® Is your spouse at home when the children return
from school?

15



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Does your spouse put the children to bed?

Does your spouse take an interest in the children’s
education?

Does your spouse spend time helping the children
with their education/homework in school?

Does your spouse visit the schoolteachers?

Does your spouse attend the school on
parent/teacher night?

Do you attend the school on parent/teacher nights?

When was the last time you attended the school on
parent/teacher night?

Does your spouse engage in recreation with your
children? Which? When?

Do your children love your spouse?

e Does your spouse love your children?

e Wouldn't you agree that your children need both

their mother and their father?

e Is your spouse a good parent?

e Would you describe your spouse as a good

man,/woman?

Describe your spouse’s good qualities.

If non-Witness alleges Witness spouse has
made church more important than family:

B)

How has vour spouse put his/her church ahead of
family? Give examples.

What you really mean is she will not let you dictate
what church she goes to?

Spouse:

How did spouse’s conversion to Jehovah's Witnesses
harm his’her sexual relationship with you?

Did your spouse refuse the marital due?

16



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT
e Have you been very upset since your spouse has
become one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

e Might your angry attitude have an adverse
emotional effect on your spouse?

e Is it surprising your spouse would find it difficult in
view of your attitude of intolerance and animosity?

o Is your spouse hospitable?

e Does your spouse entertain your friends and family?

Isn't it true that your spouse is friendly and has
good relationships with your family members?

Did your spouse suggest family counseling?
Wasn’t he/she willing to attend family counseling?

Why did you reject family counseling?

Is it not correct that your children become upset
when they observe angry interchanges between
their parents?

e Is it not true that your children are disturbed and
upset by your separation from your spouse?

Corporal punishment:
e Do you discipline your children?

® Do you ever spank your children?

Holidays:

e How has your spouse actively discouraged children
from sharing in Christmas, etc., with yourself?

® IHas your spouse prevented you from having your
friends into the home?

e lHas your spouse ever invited people into the home
over the Christmas period?

® Has your spouse ever asked you to make a meal
during this period?

17



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Does your spouse give gifts to children at
Christmas?

Do they accept gifts?

Does your spouse prevent you from sharing in such
celebrations with the children?

Blood:

What do you know about blood transfusions?

Have you ever read any medical information about
blood transfusions?

e Do you know if there are any adverse side effects?

Have you heard of AIDS and hepatitis being
contracted through blood transfusions?

Have you inquired if there are aiternatives?

Can you point to any medical information that
shows more people recover with blood transfusions
than any alternative treatment?

Have you talked to any doctors who operate without
blood transfusions?

Have you discussed the issue of blood transfusions
with your spouse?

Did vour spouse say that he/she would let the
children die without any medical treatment? What
were your spouse’s exact words?

Does your spouse bring your children to your family
doctor on a regular basis?

Do any of your children have health/medical
problems at present?

Do your children at present suffer from any
conditions requiring blood transfusions?

Have your children ever needed a blood transfusion?
Has your spouse ever denied your children any
medical treatment when they were sick?

18



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Non-Witness spouse’s religious activities
o In what religion were you raised?

e Which religions have you been affiliated
with/attended during your life?

@ Do you practice any religion? Which religion?
Where?

® When was the last church service attended?

e How often have you attended services in last six
months? Year? Five years?

@ llas your spouse ever tried to prevent you from
going to your own church?

@ Does your spouse interfere with your taking the
children to a church of your choice?

® Do you bring your children with you when you
attend church?

® Does your family attend church on a regular basis
as a family unit? Which church? How often?

o Which churches have you taken children to? When?
Where? When was the last time?

@ Describe your activities within your church.

¢ Do your children attend Sunday School at your
church? When?

e Over what period of time have they attended
Sunday School?

Do you believe in the Bible?
Is the Bible a Holy Book to your church?
Does your priest (minister) read from the Bible?

Do you read the Bible? Do you study the Bible?
How often?

e Do you have any objection to your spouse
reading/studying the Bible? (If so, what and why?)

e Do you have any objection to your children
reading/studying the Bible? (If so, what and why?)

19



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Do you pray with your children at home? When?
How often?

Do you pray with your children at mealtimes?
Bedtime?

Do you believe in Hell?

e Does your church teach your children to believe in

Hell?
What form of birth control do you practice?

Is this a form of birth control that is
accepted/approved by your church?

Status of children:

What are the ages of your children?

What are the hobbies, interests, aptitudes, etc., of
vour children? (Note: Ask about the children
individually; often a rigid parent will not know his
individual children well.)

Where do your children attend school?
What grades are they in?

Are your children doing well in school? What are
their marks? (Note: See if parent can describe how
each child is doing individually.)

What do the report cards show? (Note: Seek order
compelling discovery of the children’s report cards.)

Do the teachers find their progress acceptable?
Have you seen the children during classes?
Do your children have friends?

Do your children have friends at school? Have you
inquired?

So you consider your children to be normal
children?

Are you proud of your children?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Religious activities of Witness spouse:

Is your spouse free to choose a religion for
himself/herself?

Do you object to him/her going to church?

If your spouse were to attend services at a Jewish
Synagogue or Mormon Tabernacle, would that be
ohjectionable to you? If not, why not? (Note:
Repeat above question for Christian Science Church,
Mennonite or Amish Church.)

Would you permit your children to attend these
services with your spouse?

Do you object to your spouse attending meetings at
the Kingdom Hall? Why?

Do you object to your spouse bringing your children
to the Kingdom Hall? Why?

When does your spouse attend church meetings?
What are the hours?

Please tell me what hours your spouse spends in
church work. (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, etc.)

Is this at the same time that the children are in
school?

How has your spouse forced the children into her
religion? Give examples.

If non-Witness spouse alleges that beliefs
of Jehovah’s Witness spouse will

harm children:

What religious beliefs of your spouse will damage
children? (Provide list and examples.)

What religious practices of your spouse will damage
children? (Provide list and examples.)

What has been your spouse’s “indoctrination of the
children”?

What examples can you point to?
Is reading the Bible indoctrination?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

How have your children been “disrupted,”
“confused,” “emotionally disturbed,” “upset,” etc., by
your spouse’s religious beliefs/practices? (Give
examples.)

Where is this “confusion,” “anxiety” reflected in your
children’s school reports?

What do the teachers say?

e Do the children have a problem with your spouse’s

faith or do you?

Do the children love your spouse? Do they enjoy
being with your spouse?

Is this evidence of children who are “worried and
anxious”?

Non-Witness spouse’s attitude to Witness
spouse: '

Has your spouse ever tried to stop you from going to
your own church?

Does your spouse allow you to take the children to
the church of your choice?

Have you ever attended a meeting of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses to hear what is taught?

Have you ever read publications of Jehovah’s
Witnesses? What have you read? (Note: If
aflirmative answer given, ask name, page, and date
of publication.)

Have you talked to any ministers of Jehovah's
Witnesses to ask them questions?

Have you associated with Jehovah’s Witnesses on a
social basis?

Do they have parties? Do they enjoy other
recreation? What inquiries have you made?

Are “birthdays, Christmas, Halloween, and New
Year's” the only enjoyable activities there are in
your life?

Does your spouse, as one of Jehovah's Witnesses,
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

teach your children honesty? To tell the truth?
Respect others’ property?

How do you know Jehovah’s Witnesses “do not
recognize the government of the United States”?
Why were you told this? (Note: Or any other
allegations raised by non-Witness spouse.)

What do they not recognize?
Do they pay taxes? Do they obey the laws?
Do they encourage honesty and good citizenship?

What has been your response when your spouse
talks to you about religion?

Note: I'it the following questions to the facts
of individual case:

Have you not admitted to being frustrated?
Did you not on one occasion rip up a book?

Is it surprising that a wife/husband would not want
to talk to her/his husband/wife about such matters
when reaction is always one of anger? (Note: If
non-Witness spouse has used words such as
“fanatic,” “proselytizing,” “religious intransigence,”
“obsessed,” “indoctrination,” ask him/her to define
these words as he/she understands them. These may
be his/her lawyer’s words and not his own.)

Do you respect the government of the United
States?

Do you respect the Constitution of the United
States?

Do you respect the constitutional provision that
guarantees your spouse’s freedom of worship?

Are you so intolerant that the minute your spouse
wants to practice the religion of his/her choice, you
want to break up the family?

Is that how you demonstrate your respect for the
Constitution of the United States? The Bill of
Rights? The government of the United States?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Is your spouse’s religion the problem, or is it your
intolerant attitude?

If non-Witness spouse alleges Witness spouse
made an agreement as to the religion of the
children:

What is the agreement you are referring to?

When did your spouse agree that he/she would not
involve your children in the teachings of Jehovah's
Witnesses (or raise them as Catholics, etc.)?

Where is the agreement?

e When was it signed? (Note: Seek an order to compel

discovery of agreement.)

Child’s freedom of choice:

Do you object to your child being exposed to
different viewpoints? Religious viewpoints?

Do you object to the school teaching children about
different nations/cultures and their religions?

Do you object to your children learning ahout the
religious viewpoints of their friends and their
friends’ families?

Do you want to prevent your children from learning
about their other parent’s views?

Does your spouse prevent the children from
knowing about your religious views?

Why do you want to stop the children from learning
about his/hers?

Should your children be allowed to choose which
religion they wish to follow?

How can a child be allowed to choose his/her own
religious persuasion unless he/she is exposed to
his/her parents’ religious choices?

Do you love your children only so long as they are
in your religion?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

e Will you still love your children if they become
Catholics, Jews, members of the United Church,
Mormons, or Jehovah'’s Witnesses?

e What have you told your children about Jehovah’s
Witnesses?
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SAMPLE DIRECT EXAMINATION
AND SAMPLE RESPONSES
FOR LOCAL ELDER
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

e What is your name? What is your occupation?
Where do you live?

® What sort of instruction does the church encourage
parents to provide their children?

(For example, you might wish to share some of
the following educational and
culturally-enriching subjects from the Society’s
publications:

Arts and Crafts

“You, Too, Can Learn Calligraphy!” Awake!,
August 8, 1985, p. 25-27

“0il Painting—Wholesome Relaxation,” Awake!,
May 8, 1974, p. 21-23

“A Closer Look at Famous Works of Art,”
Awake!, January 8, 1982, p. 16-20

“Keeping Small Hands Busy,” Awake!, May 8,
1985, p. 24-27

“Are We Losing the Art of Learning?” Awake!,
September 22, 1982, p. 22, 23

Hobbies and Recreation

“Choosing a Hobby Wisely,” Awake!,
November 8, 1961, p. 13-16

“Beauty in the Rocks,” Awake!, September 22,
1969, p. 20-22

“The Value of Toys,” Awake!, January 8, 1971,
p. 9-12

“Stamp Collecting as a Hobby,” Awake!, July 8,
1971, p. 20-23

“Is Home Sewing for You?” Awake!, August 22,
1973, p. 9-12

“Knitting as a Lifetime Hobby,” Awake!, May 8,
1978, p. 23-26

“The Origin of Playing Cards,” Awake!,
August 22, 1978, p. 9-12
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER
“Home Computers—Are They for You?”
Awake!, February 8, 1984, p. 12-15

“Cooking Spaghetti Giulia’s Way,” Awake!,
January 8, 1986, p. 25-27

“Cheese—Are You a Connoisseur?” Awake!,
August 8, 1986, p. 25-27

“Will the Abacus Survive Again?” Awake!,
December 8, 1986, p. 19

“Young People Ask ... What About After-School
Activities?” Ibid., p. 16-18

“Exploring Earth's Last Great Frontier,”
Awake!, December 22, 1986, p. 16-19

Music and Entertainment

“What Should Your Child Read?” Awake!,
March 22, 1978, p. 16-21

“Can Television Benefit Us?” Awake!, April 22,
1978, p. 4-6

“Control Your Television!” Ibid., p. 17-20

“What Do You Do for Entertainment?” Awake!,
January 22, 1979, p. 3, 4

“Don’t Ignore the Need for Entertainment,”
Ibid., p. 5-8

“Playing Indoor Games,” Ibid., p. 9-12

“Understanding and Enjoying Music,” Awake!,
February 8, 1979, p. 20-24

“Music Lessons for Your Two-Year-Qld?”
Awake!, February 22, 1980, p. 25-28

“A Sense of Humor—God's Gift,” Awake!,
September 8, 1980, p. 25-28

“Begin Teaching Your Baby to Read,” Awake!,
September 22, 1982, p. 23-27

“What Is Your Kind of Music?” The Watchtower,
January 15, 1983, p. 3, 4

28



DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER
“Bridge That Gap With Conversation,” Awake!,
June 8, 1983, p. 24, 25 '

“They Are Helping Children to Read,” Awake!,
June 22, 1985, p. 23

“Reading-—It Can Enrich Your Life,” Awake!,
September 8, 1985, p. 3-8

“Young People Ask . .. How Can I Have a Good
Time?” Awake!, November 8, 1986, p. 10-12

Sports
“Winter Can Be Fun,” Awake!, December 22,
1958, p. 8-11
“Flying a Kite Can Be Fun,” Awake!, March 22,
1973, p. 24-26

“How Long Could You Survive in Deep Water?”
Awake!, June 22, 1973, p. 17-19

“Discovering the Wonderful World of Walking,”
Awake!, August 22, 1973, p. 24-27

“You Can Sail Safely,” Awake!, September 8,
1980, p. 23-25

“My First Marathon,” Awake!, December 22,
1980, p. 27, 28

“Lessons You Can Learn from Sports,” Awake!,
July 22, 1981, p. 25-27

“Sports and the Family—A Balanced View,”
Awake!, May 22, 1982, p. 9-11

“Surfing—What’s It All About?” Awake!, August
22, 1982, p. 12-16

“Young People Ask . .. Should I Go In for
Bodybuilding?” Awake!, December 22, 1986,
p.- 13-15)

(Other general topics include Animals and Plant
Life, Economics and Employment, Health,
Human Relations, Lands and Peoples, Science,
World Affairs, and many more.)

29



DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

e How does the church assist parents?

(For example, you might consider Bible Story
book and illustrate how the book is organized
and how it teaches principles such as honesty,
respect for authority, the value of obedience,

ete.)

® Is this publication used only by Jehovah’s
Witnesses? :

¢ Is this the only type of publication the church
provides?

{You may want to refer to and give brief résumé
of Great Teacher and Youth books and “Young
People Ask” series and discuss in similar fashion
as Bible Story book résumé.)

e How important do Jehovah's Witnesses consider
such parental instruction of children?

(Referring to scriptures such as 1 Timothy 5:8,
Ephesians 6:1-4, and Proverbs 1:8, 9, you may
want to give Bible examples of parental
instruction which benefited offspring to
emphasize this fundamental Bible belief. Also
see “Rearing Happy Children in a Troubled
World,” The Watchtower, January 15, 1982,

p. 12.)

e (Can you describe what takes place at the meetings
of Jehovah's Withesses?

(Many criticize the meeting schedule as one
which is overly demanding for a young child.
You may want 1o highlight that they are
religious, educational, promote a warm familial
spirit, and that young people make many social
contacts at these meetings.)

e Why do Jehovah's Witnesses visit people in their
homes by calling from house to house?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

(Highlight that visits are made with interested
people to share good news of bright future for
all mankind. Also see Kingdom Ministry,
December 1977, “Are You Instructing Your
Family?” and Kingdom Ministry, February 1979,
“How Does God's Kingdom Affect Your
Family?”)

e Can you describe what takes place at such visits?

{There are various positive features to highlight.
For example, many people invite Jehovah's
Witnesses in and engage in upbuilding
conversations; people who are not interested are
left on a friendly basis; many visits are made on
people who are also social contacts and
conversation is not restricted to religious beliefs;
many home visits are like dropping in to see
friends; children who accompany parent learn to
be outgoing and take an active interest in people
from' various backgrounds.)

e What view does your church encourage children to
take toward a parent who is not one of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses?

(Ephesians 6:1 is to be applied to one who is not
one of Jehovah's Witnesses, as well as to a
parent who is disfellowshipped. See w10/15/81,
p. 19; g10/22/75, p. 27, 28; g9/22/70, p. 27, 28.)

e What view does church take toward people of other
religions?

(Jesus taught love neighbor as self, includes all;
we respect others’ right to worship as they
choose.)

e Does church teach that young people should learn
only about religion of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

(No. Consider following objective consideration
of other religions in our publications:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

Young People Ask ... Why Should I Accept
My Parents’ Religion?,
Awake!, November 22, 1986, p. 13-15;

Young People Ask . . . Is the Bible Relevant
for Me?,
Awake!, May 22, 1986, p. 12-14;

A Non-Violent World—Did Ghandi Show the
Way?,
Awake!, April 8, 1984, p. 3-12;

What Is Religion Doing for Mankind?,
Awake!, January 8, 1984, p. 3-14;

The Latter-Day Saints in Today’s World,
Awake!, December 22, 1982, p. 24-27;

Moon's Unification Church—What Does It
Believe?,
Awake!, September 8, 1982, p. 10-15;

The Church of England—An “Endangered
Species”?,
Awake!, July 8, 1981, p. 25-2T7,

Why So Many Religions in South Africa?,
Awake!, January 22, 1981, p. 12-15;

A Look at Hindu Views of Life and Dealh,
Awake!, February 8, 1977, p. 16-23;

Is Buddhism the Way to Enlightenment?,
Awake!, January 8, 1974, p. 16-19;

Test Your Religious Knowledge,
Awake!, April 22, 1961, p. 4-27;
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

Examining Islamic Teachings,
Watchiower, November 1, 1953,
p. 653-656.

® Are there substantial differences between basic
principles of morality as taught by Jehovah’s
Witnesses and the Catholic (or whichever) Church?

(Principles of Ten Commandments are common
to both groups.)
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SAMPLE RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

This book is designed for young children. (See blue
block on publisher’s page of Bible Story book.) This book
would be the basis for any religious communication
between the parent and the child, up to about age seven
or eight.

The teachings are positive as will be shown by
analysis. No serious-minded parent could object,
regardless of particular religious association. The lessons
are objective.

The lessons in this book are NOT doctrinal. They are
lessons on loyalty, honesty, morality, human
relationships, and self-discipline.

If, for example, the mother is a serious Catholic,
there is no real conflict between what the father would
communicate to the child and what the mother would
teach.

Following is a list of chapters that might be referred
to and the lesson in each:

INTRODUCTION: The book is a lesson in
chronological Bible history.

CHAPTER 2: “A Beautiful Garden”

Used to introduce very young child
to the animal kingdom and to
teach basic lessons in biology. Note
that all the animals in the picture
are in pairs, and they have babies.
Allows introduction of such basic
subjects as reproduction.

CHAPTER 5: “A Hard Life Begins”

Child can be introduced to the
value of respect and obedience to
authority, whether parental or
community, e.g. police and courts.

35



RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

CHAPTER 19: “Jacob Has a Big Family”

Child is introduced to the concept
that producing a family is an
honor and a privilege. Emphasizes
unselfishness exhibited in
production of a large family.
Families contribute to growth of
community and nation.

CHAPTER 20: “Dinah Gets into Trouble”

Introduces child to the dangers of
associating with immoral and
dishonest persons. Teaches
morality at an early age without
specifics. Aversion to sexual abuse
of women and discrimination.

CHAPTER 37: “A Tent for Worship”

This chapter shows that child is
taught respect for a house of
worship and all the equipment and
material used in the house of
worship. Child is taught respect for
altar and priests.

CHAPTER 4%: “Rahab Hides the Spies”

Child learns that we do not refuse
to help people or show Kindness to
people even though we do not
approve of what they do. Rahab
was a prostitute.

CHAPTER 51: “Ruth and Naomi”

No better lesson in family loyalty
and teaching child value of respect
for older persons and responsibility
to help senior citizens.
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CHAPTER 55:

CHAPTER 63:

CHAPTER 71:

CHAPTER 75:

CHAPTER 77:

CHAPTER 84%:

RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

“A Little Boy Serves God”

Very young children can learn
respect for religious service,
respect for God, and for legitimate
priesthood. (Use the picture.)

“Wise King Solomon”

(Use the picture.) What an
illustration of the value of judicial
wisdom and family love. Builds
respect for modern-day judiciary.
The mother would rather give up
the child than have him injured.
In terms that a very young child
can understand. Also shows that
wisdom is better than materialism.

“God Promises a Paradise”

This is what the child is being
taught to look forward to. Is it
bad? Gives hope and optimistic
future in a world where many turn
to suicide.

“Four Boys in Babylon”

Teenagers do not have to give in
to pressure from their peers. The
old virtues and basics are worth
standing up for.

“They Would Not Bow Down”

(Sequel to chapter 75.) Children
learn that there is a time in life to
be firm for right principles.

“An Angel Visits Mary”
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

CHAPTER 85:

CHAPTER 86:

CHAPTER 9%:

CHAPTER 95:

CHAPTER 99:

CHAPTER 110:

“Jesus Born in a Stable”

Child is taught respect for the
circumstances of Jesus’ birth. (Use
the picture.) Child learns the real
value of the birth and life of Jesus
without influence from
commercialism. Who can object?

“Men Guided by a Star”
Same points. (Use the picture.)

“He Loves Little Children”

Jesus used children to teach
lessons of flexibility, humility, and
respect. Children can understand
this better than adults.

“The Way Jesus Teaches”

Who can object to a child learning
the story of the Good Samaritan?
It is universally respected. We
even have “Good Samaritan”
hospitals in some locations. Child
learns history and background of a
very common expression as well as
the lesson in human responsibility
that is taught. Learns racial
discrimination to be shunned.

“In an Upstairs Room”

Jesus introduced the Last Supper.
Respected by most religions,
including Catholicism. Why
shouldn’t a child learn the history
of its origin?

“Timothy—Paul’s New Helper”

The ministry is a respected and
honorable profession.
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

CHAPTER 115: “A New Paradise on Earth”

(Use the picture.) This is what the
child is taught to look forward to.
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SAMPLE DIRECT EXAMINATION AND
SAMPLE RESPONSES
FOR YOUNG WITNESSES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

What is your name?

How old are you?

Where do you live?

Are you one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

When did you become one of Jehovah's Witnesses?
Do you have any brothers or sisters?

Are they Jehovah’s Witnesses?

How is your relationship with them?

Tell us something about your father and mother:
Are they Jehovah's Witnesses?
If not, what religion?

What are their occupations?

If Married:

e Is your husband/wife one of Jehovah's
Witnesses?

Are his/her parents Jehovah’s Witnesses?
What are their occupations?

What is your relationship with them?

How is your relationship with your
parents?

e How old were you when your mother/father became
one of Jehovah'’s Witnesses?

e llave you therefore been exposed to different
religious views?

e Can you tell us how this has affected you?

(Helped to understand other views; be
tolerant; appreciate divergence of opinions;
respect for other religions; listen to other
people’s comments; in general to be a more
fulfilled and balanced person, etc.)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

Did you find that this difference of religion was
confusing to you?

e Did it cause you any problems?

® How has your association with Jehovah’s Witnesses

affected your life?
Did it help you avoid any problems?

(Comment regarding positive ways association
with Jehovah's Witnesses has helped; to have
a purpose in life; to help other people; to be
good citizens; good morals; be selective as to
conduct, company, etc.)

What do you do for recreation?

What about social activities?

What about family activities?

How did you do in school?

Did you have any problems?

Did you get along with other students?

The fact that you are one of Jehovah's Witnesses, do
you feel that hindered your situation?

What are your plans for the future?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

EVIDENCE OF YOUNG PEOPLE:

This can be used to show that they are normal.
Identify and interview young people from local
congregations who have been raised as Jehovah's
Witnesses and, in the eves of the presiding overseer, are
spiritually minded but also enjoy the normal healthy
things that young people do. They don’t have to be
competitive to enjoy sports. Be careful that they don’t
get the impression that they are in a demonstration at
the circuit assenibly, when thev would show that the
first things in life are service and going to the Kingdom
Hall. Show hobbies, crafts, social activity, sports, and
especially plans for the future. Be careful they don't all
say that they are going to be pioneers. Plans can be
trade, getting married and having children, journalism,
and all kinds of other things. Maybe you can show an
interest in art and the theater. They must be clean,
moral, honest, but with the interests that you would
expect from other young people.

Have you been exposed to different religious views since
youth? How has this affected you?

Learned to be tolerant and appreciate divergence
of opinions; while personally choosing teachings of
Jehovah’'s Witnesses, have learned to respect
others’ right of choice.

How has your association with Jehovah’s Witnesses
affected your life?

Comment on positive value of truth; have a
purpose in life; take interest in other people; good
morals; obey the law, etc.

Do you go from house-to-house? Describe your reactlion.

Fiucational value of social contact; learn how to
meet people, strike up a conversation and reason
on a variety of topics. At an early date learned
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

about the many different views people have.
Meeting people at doors overcame shyness and lack
of confidence. Ease of dealing with people is
valuable now in business as well as religious and
social activities.

1s it not depressing when you are rejecled at a door?

No. We have something good to share with those
who want to listen. Each individual has the right
to his opinion. If rejected, we can leave and find

someone who does want to talk a few doors away.

Are not three religious meetings a week boring?

No. Meetings are interesting. Participate in
Theocratic Ministry School and learn how to talk
to people. Associate with other young people at
meetings, Make social and recreational
arrangements.

What do you do for recreation, social activities, family
activities?

Describe a balanced range of activity.

How did you do in school? Did you have any problems?
Did you get along with other students? Did your
association with Jehovah’s Witnesses hinder your
education?

Not at all; kept me out of trouble with the drug
scene, immorality, illegitimate children, shoplifting,
etc. Helped me take a mature view of the need for
an education so I could do something useful and
interesting with my life.
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

1. Freud, Child Observations and Prediction of
Dev()lopmmzf 13 Psychoanalytic Study of the Child 92,
97, 98 (1958) (emphasis added):

It was Ernst Kris himself who drew our attention
to the hopelessness of such clinical foresight in
what he had described as the first phase of
psychoanalytic child psychology. While we knew
no more of the predestined sequences of
development than the libidinal phases and “some
crucial conflicts and typical danger situations
related to the maturational sequence” (p.27),
prediction was not possible. There were too
many unknown factors which determined the
outcome of the child’s reactions to his
experiences and their genetic, economic, and
dynamic interrvelations. . . . There remain a
number of factors which make clinical foresight,
i.e., prediction, difficult and hazardous. 1 name
three of them here. (1) There is no guarantee
that the rate of maturational progress on the side
of ego development and drive development will
be an even one; and whenever one side of the
structure outdistances the other in growth, a
variety of unexpected and unpredictable
deviations from the norm will follow. (2) There is
still no way to approach the quantitative factor
in drive development, nor to foresee it; hut most
of the conflict solutions within the personality
will, in the last resort, be determined by
quantitative rather than by qualitative factors

(3) The environmental happenings in a child’s
life will alivays remain unpredictable since they
are not governed by any known laws.

2. Thomas & Chess, Genesis and Evolution of Behavioral
Disorders: From Infancy to Early Adult Life, 141 Am. J.
Psychiatry 9 (1984):

As we grow from childhood to maturity, all
of us have to shed many childhood illusions. As
the field of developmental studies has matured,
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

we now have to give up the illusion that once we
know the young child’s psychological history,
subsequent personality and functioning is ipso
Jacto predictable.

3. J. Ziskin, Coping with Psychiatric and Psychological
Testimony, 104, 105 (2d ed. Supp. 1977) (emphasis
added):

The picture concerning reliability and validity of
psychiatric and psychological evaluations
remains grim, even in regard to clinical nusages,
let alone the more rigorous requirements for use
in evidence. The current literature reflects
widespread agreement that reliability and
validity are unacceptably low.

4. 11. Schaffer, The Growth of Sociability 15-17
(emphasis added):

Parents may be firmly convinced that the
particular experiences encountered by their baby
will mark him for good or ill for the rest of his
life, but when we turn to scientific support for
this assertion there is as yet not a single study
available which firmly and without ambiguity
demonstrates that a specific experience
impinging at one particular point of time in
early human development will leave permanent
effects om that individual, Birth trauma, breast
or bottle feeding, type of loilet training,
swaddling practices—whatever their effects at
the time, the lasting imprint of such events has
not been demonstrated. The aphorism that the
child is father to the man remains an article of
faith rather than a scientifically supported
conclusion.

What are the forces that come to shape infant

behaviour? Here we find one of the major issues
that has divided psychologists in the past into,
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

on the one hand, those who see the child as
essentially an inert blob of clay that must be
moulded by forces impinging upon him from the
environment and, on the other hand, those who
consider the child preformed and look upon
development as largely an unfolding of inherent
tendencies. It is easy to assert that heredity and
environment must both play a part and there are
few who would go against such a safe viewpoint.
Yet in practice, and particularly so in relation to
early development, we find the divergence of
opinion a real and often a heated one.

5. Chess, Developmental Theory Revisited, 26 Can. J.
Psychiatry 110, 111 (1979) (emphasis added):

The accumulation of research data in recent
years has by now made it clear that our
“inability to make empirical predictions about
later personality from the early years” is indeed
“cvidence of a developmental realily.” These
data have come most dramatically from the
major longitudinal studies—the type of study
which is uniquely suited to examine the issue of
continuity over time. The same message has
come from all (5-7, 12), reaffirming the findings
of our own longitudinal studies. Similar
conclusions have come from the two major
comprehensive reviews of the recent literature
by Sameroff (9) and Clarke and Clarke (2).

The dala offer no firm support for the
popular belief that certain events during the first
year can produce irreversible consequences in
either human or infrahuman infants (5).

6. Ellsworth & Levy, Legislative Reform of Child
Custody Adjudication, 4 L. Soc’y Rev. 199 (1969):

In general, studies show no clear advantage for
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trained judges; psychologists are not consistently
better or worse than nonpsychologists (e.g.,
secretaries, college students, nurses), and clinical
training and experiences does not improve the
accuracy of global judgments. If anything,
clinical training and experience may he
somewhat detrimental and reduce judgmental
accuracy, or at least introduce systematic biases
such as greater emphasis on pathology and less
favorable prognoses. | Mischel, 1968: 116; see
also Sarbin et al. 1940].

>3

7. Dewing & Taft, Some Personality Characteristics of
the Parents of Creative Twelve-year-olds, 41 J.
Personality 81, 82 (1973):

A second demographic variable found to bhe
related to creative ability was unusual religious
belief. In particular, a disproportionately large
number of highly creative children were
Jehovah’s Witnesses. Four children from the total
sample of 394 were members of this sect, and all
four showed high creative ability. The girl who
gained the highest total score on the Torrance
tests, and the girl who was the only child, male
or female, to be included in the top 20 percent of
all five performance measures, were both
Jehovah's Witnesses.

8. Sanua, Religion, Mental Health and Personality: A
Review of Empirical Studies, 125 Am. J. Psychiatry
1206 (1969):

What may be said at this point is that a
substantial number of additional empirical
findings would be necessary before any valid
conclusions could be drawn as to the relationship
between religiousness and mental health.
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9. Frideres, Offspring of Jewish Intermarriage: A Note,
35 Jewish Soc. Stud. 156 (1973):

The results concerning the remaining dependent
variables show that little difference is evident
bhetween children of mixed and homogamous
marriages. The data relevant to this point does
not substantiate previous research which
suggested that children from mixed marriages
would be more psychologically “unstable” than
children from homogamous marriages.

10. Lynch, Mired Marriages in the Aftermath of
“Matrimonia Mixta”, 11 J. Ecumenical Stud. 653 (1974)
(emphasis added):

Both parents should actively participate in the
religious upbringing of the children and not view
the responsibility as one of passive
“non-interference.” Pedagogically as well as
pastorally the combined religious influence of
both parents is most important.

11. R. Mnookin, Child-Custody Adjudication: Judicial
Functions in the Face of Indeterminacy, Vol. 39, No. 3,
1975:

While psychiatrists and psychoanalysts have at
times been enthusiastic in claiming for
themselves the largest possible role in custody
proceedings, many have conceded that their
theories provide no reliable guide for predictions
about what is likely to happen to a particular
child. Anna Freud, who has devoted her life to
the study of the child and who plainly believes
that theory can be a useful guide to treatment,
has warned: “In spite of . . . advances there
remain factors which make clinical foresight, i.e.,
prediction, difficult and hazardous,” not the least
of which is that “environmental happenings in a
child’s life will always remain unpredictable since
they are not governed by any known laws.”

50



PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

The difficulty of making accurate predictions is
shown clearly by a study undertaken by Joan
Macfarlane and her associates in Berkeley,
California. Using various tests and interviews, the
Berkeley group, during a thirty-year period,
studied a group of 166 infants born in 1929.
Their objective was to observe the growth
—emotional, mental, and physical—of normal
people. As Arlene Skolnick observed, “Over the
years this study has generated several significant
research findings, but the most surprising of all
was the difliculty of predicting what
thirty-year-old adults would be like even after
the most sophisticated data had been gathered on
them as children.”
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Today the courts rely more and more on the
evaluations and recommendations of psychologists and
psychiatrists in determining the best interest of a child.
The process of psychological or psychiatric evaluation
may be relevant to the issue of whether the religious
teachings and beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses have any
harmful effect on children. Therefore, there is a growing
likelihood that both spouses as well as the children will
receive some type of psychological evaluation, whether
at the insistence of the court or at the suggestion of an
attorney in preparing evidence to present the case. The
objective of this discussion is to help you understand and
prepare for a psychiatric or psychological evaluation.

In the past many have feared or distrusted mental
health care professionals. There is no basis or need for
such preconceived fear or distrust. Keep in mind that
the primary objective of the court proceeding and the
psychological or psychiatric examination is to determine
which parent is best suited to provide the child a secure
and safe home. Therefore, certain matters must be kept
clearly in mind:

1. Do not be unduly defensive or suspicious of
the health care professional’s role in the
evaluation process. Many people who work in
psychology and psychiatry have an interest in people
and care about people. They give their subjects the
benefit of the doubt. You should assume that they
will try to put your best interests first if you
cooperate with them. Try not to respond in a
defensive or hostile manner. The mental health care
professional with whom you are working has a job to
do. Cooperate with him and he will try to cooperate
with you.

2. Everyone has had problems or difficulties in
their past and no one comes from a perfect
background. When questioned about difficult areas
or problems in the past, be honest and frank. Try to
show how the truth has helped you to overcome
psychological scars or problems, but do not
exaggerate or paint the truth in an unrealistic light,
claiming that all your problems have gone away
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since you have learned Bible principles. Show how
Bible principles are helping you to cope with your
problems and present them in an honest, objective
manner.

3. Do not use the psychiatric session as an
opportunity to present Bible literature and
witness about the Kingdom hope. The health care
professional selected to evaluate you and your family
has an objective in mind. If court appointed, he is
required to present his findings to the court and you
will want to make it easy for him to do his job. The
psychologist is probably not interested in the Bible
principles that guide your life. Rather, he is
interested in understanding how you are applying
Bible principles in your home in order to produce a
healthy and well-balanced environment in which to
raise the child. In some circumstances it may he
appropriate for you to share your hope about God’s
Kingdom during an interview, hut you should not
make it your ohjective to preach to the mental
health care professional who conducts the interview.

4. Show that you have a balanced view and that
the truth has helped you to maintain such a
view. Do not present yourself or the truth as rigid or
obsessive. Rather, show the evaluator that you are a
reasonable person by showing your flexihility and
responding in an open and nondefensive manner. For
example, questions about religious practices such as
not celebrating holidays will be a part of the
psychological examination. The mental health
professional will be interested in determining how
you, as a good parent, handle this practice with your
child. He will want to know whether or not you are
sensitive to the fact that your child may feel
unusual, left out, or alienated by what may be a
recent change in your religion.

You will want to take the initiative by showing
that you have a close and a loving bond with your
child, that you understand your child’s honest
reactions to your religious practices, that you have
helped your child to develop a sense of security
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about the practice of his religion, and that he is not
merely parroting the expressions that you have
provided for him. If your child is to be tested, you
should also try to prepare him or her to face the
experience with an open and positive attitude.

5. If you do not understand a question, ask for
clarification. If you are asked a question you do not
understand or if you feel that the interviewer is
getting at something other than what is stated, you
should calmly ask the evaluator to restate or
rephrase the question so that you may provide an
accurate answer.

6. You may be asked questions about your
refusal to take blood or blood products. You may
be questioned about whether you would permit your
child to die because of your refusal to consent to a
blood transfusion. Rather than just explaining your
hope in your child’s resurrection in God's new world
and deemphasizing the importance of your child’'s
life in this system, show a balanced view and state in
positive terms the medical steps that you would take
to assure the child had the best possible medical
trealment available. Be prepared to discuss with the
evaluator specific alternative medical treatments
which would be available to the child if some doctor
was of the opinion that blood was needed. You do
not want to give the impression that your religion
requires you to allow your child to die should a
medical emergency arise.

7.  What is not said is often as important as
what is said. Remember to maintain good eye
contact with your evaluator. Sit up straight and try
to relax as you speak with the evaluator. Act as if
you were speaking to someone in whom you could
confide. Use a calm and measured tone of voice. Put
expression and feeling into your voice so that you
are able to communicate in an honest and natural
way. Do not feel intimidated by your evaluator but
try to put your evaluator at ease.

6153




PREPARATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL OR PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION

8. You are on display as one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. When appearing for the evaluation
remember to be punctual and to dress in an
appropriate manner, a manner befitting a minister of
Jehovah. Since the health care professional is trained
to do this type of evaluation, to the degree
reasonable allow him to ask the questions and do not
try to control or restructure the interview. Not every
question has a hidden meaning. You do not want to
present yourself as one who is paranoid or afraid to
communicate honestly.

In addition to a conversational, clinical evaluation,
yvou may he asked to take certain psychological tests
which are designed to help the evaluator understand
your personality and your ability to care for the best
interests of the child. There are a variety of tests which-
may be used. Some tests focus on your intelligence and
thinking ability. The Wechsler Intelligence Test appears
to be a widely administered test. The Wechsler test is a
series of tests and may be used for adults as well as
children over the age of four. In addition to testing
intelligence, this series of tests may also be used to
measure the examinee’s ability to formulate ideas and
overall intelligence.

Other types of tests are designed to categorize the
type of personalily. A commonly used test is the
Rorschach Test. It uses ink blots. The examinee will be
shown a series of ink blots and will be asked to describe
what they look like, or what the examinee thinks they
might be. There are no right or wrong answers.
However, if you have a defensive or hostile attitude
about taking the exam, this attitude may influence the
findings. Your responses will be recorded and scores,
ratings, and interpretations will be derived therefrom.
This test is used for adults as well as children of school
age. Other tests involve use of pictures or diagrams,
word associations, sentence completion, or expressive
drawings.

Often more objective tests and scales are used. For
example, the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory (MMPI) is widely used to test for certain
personality traits. It consists of about 550 statements and
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it calls on the examinee to answer “true,” “false” or
“cannot say.” The topics include family relationships,
sexual and religious attitudes as well as fears and
problems within the family. The interpretation of the
examinee’'s MMPI score will take into consideration the
examinee’s background, ethnic group, sex, age, and
education.

Keep in mind that the objective of a psychological or
psychiatric evaluation is to determine whether or not
you are the parent who will provide the better home for
your child. The mental health professional is interested
in determining whether or not you have the personality
and emotional stability to provide for the physical,
mental, and emotional needs of your child. You must be
prepared to show in a positive, honest and frank manner
that you will provide for your child's welfare and best
interests and that you are the parent more capable of
doing so. Do not be quick to attack your former spouse.
Rather, be prepared to show and present in an honest
way the loving and caring concern you have for your
child and the way in which you are able to express this
to the child. Show that you have already developed a
close, loving relationship with your child and that there
is nothing in your personality or religious practices that
would require the child not to be placed in your custody.

COPING WITH PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION

To help you understand how the foregoing general
principles can be applied, the following examples of
questions and answers are provided to assist you in a
psychological or psychiatric evaluation. As indicated, a
person being evaluated should not be unduly defensive
or suspicious of the health care professional’s role in the
evaluation process. You would want to answer any
questions openly, understanding that it is the role of the
mental health care professional to elicit information
from you. The following is an example of how NOT to
respond during the interview:

@: Can you tell me about why you and your
ex-husband divorced?
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A: Why do you want to know? I know he’s
probably been spreading those lies about me. You're
probably going to take his side anyway.

Q: Well, no. But your husband mentioned that
your religious beliefs have been a source of
differences. Can you tell me a little bit about your
religious beliefs?

A:  You know, you psychiatrists don’t even
believe in the Bible. You're always negative against
someone who practices the Bible. Matthew said we’'d
be persecuted by persons like you. Besides, you
psychiatrists are more mixed up than anyone. I hear
you get more divorces and commit suicide more than
anyone else.

Q: Idon’t know if I agree with all that. But I
would like to know more about your religious beliefs.

A:  Well, 'm glad you asked. I've got my Bible
here and I'd like to read you these scriptures. Also, 1
brought several articles from The Watchtower, the
Reasoning book and this Blood booklet. Here—take
all of these and you can learn what the Bible says.

Q: Okay. Your husbhand says here that you
don’t believe in celebrating Christmas.

A: It's right here in the Reasoning book about
holidays. Just read it. If you celebrate Christmas, it’s
a lie. Christ was not born on December 25. We're not
liars, so we don't lie to our children. I don't know if
you lie to your kids, do you? I can’t believe how
people lie to their children. Did you know that
Christmas gifts cause depression in children?

Honest, direct, and nondefensive responses give a

clear and accurate picture. The examiner does not
expect that you have had a perfect life. Obviously, there
have been some problems or rocky areas in your life.
Therefore, you should feel free to talk about these
situations objectively and with confidence. Here is an
example to help you see the difference from the
preceding interview:
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Q: When did you get married to John?

A: 1 married him when I was just 19 years old.
I was glad to get out of the house, and I really
thought I loved him when we were married.

Q: Oh, I see. And how long did the marriage
last?

A: We were married for 10 years. It wasn’t a
good marriage right from the start.

Q: What do you mean by that?

A: We were never close. I was young, and he
was young. There was a lot of arguing and fighting
about everything. When we had a child, things got
worse. Neither one of us were ready for being
parents, especially him.

Q: And what do you mean when you said ‘he
wasn’t ready for being a parent’?

A: For the first six months he rarely even held
Lisa. He would stay out late at night because she
cried a lot. You know, I really think he loves Lisa
now, but he rarely showed her much attention when
we were together.

Q@: I see. And what brought about the end of
the marriage?

A: When he had an affair, I just couldn’t take
it anymore. He claims I drove him to it by becoming
one of Jehovah's Witnesses. He was always highly
critical of my beliefs and even became outwardly
hostile at times. I think he was just using my
religion as an excuse. When I wouldn’t take him
back, he wanted to get back at me by trying to take
custody of my Lisa.

Q: And why do you think he was so critical of
your beliefs?

A: Well, doctor, I'm not a psychiatrist, but I
think he was insecure about my sincere and
dedicated interest in the Bible. He always seemed to
feel I would lose interest in him and not have
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respect for his opinions. He claimed I tried to force
religion on him. But that’s not true. He has the right
to his own opinions. He claimed I was always going
to meetings, reading the Bible, and talking with
people about the Bible. You know, it’s true that my
religious activities occupied more of my time, but I
feel I was balanced.

Q: And what do you mean, you felt you were
balanced?

A: As one of Jehovah's Witnesses, 1 learned
that I had to be balanced in caring for the needs of
my family. I really tried to be a better wife by
showing him more kindness and love. I tried to have
the house cleaned and food on the table when I
attended my meetings. I didn’t neglect him as he
claims, but rather, I improved. Unfortunately, it
seemed that the harder I tried to be a better wife,
the worse he got. It seemed that my being a better
person was overshadowed by being one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. I don’t want to give you the impression 1
was perfect. I made my mistakes. But I really feel I
tried.

And I don’t want to sound like he’s all bad. In
fact, he was a very good provider. Around the house
he was very helpful in fixing and repairing things.
You know, underneath his critical feelings about my
religious beliefs, 1 always felt that he was very
sensitive but he just couldn’t show it. I don’t love
him anymore. But I do feel compassion for him. 'm
really angry and hurt that he would try to get back
at me by taking my Lisa and saying I'm a religious
fanatic. You know, doctor, I really think there's more
to it than just the religion.

A court will be interested in examining your
religious beliefs. A popular issue raised when one mate is
not one of Jehovah's Witnesses is the fact that Jehovah’s
Witnesses do not celebrate holidays like Christmas and
birthdays. You must be prepared to respond to this issue
in an honest and direct manner. The psychologist will
want to know whether your children are actually
damaged or hindered by your religious convictions. This
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presents a fine opportunity for you to show that your
religious beliefs are not detrimental to your child’s
well-being. Rather, when viewed in the proper
perspective, comparing the love and affection you offer
your child and the other opportunities for enjoyable
times as a family, the lack of celebration of holidays
such as Christmas and birthdays poses no serious threat
to the child’s well-being.

Q: I noticed from the report your spouse claims
you don’t allow your child to celebrate holidays like
Christmas and birthdays.

A: That'’s true. We don’t participate in these
holidays because they're not accurately based on the
Bible. For example, Christ was not born on
December 25, but in the fall of the year. When
viewed realistically, how could there have been
shepherds in the fields in the wintertime? We believe
that our children should not be told that Santa Claus
exists when it’s just not true. You know, I'm aware
that my child might feel left out, so I make an extra
effort to compensate for not celebrating Christmas.
I'm not opposed to giving gifts; in fact, I regularly
give gifts to Lisa all year round. And more important
than material things, I feel that I show Lisa a lot of
love. I try to build a really close relationship with
her by spending a lot of time with her. You know,
doctor, my ex-husband claims that by not celebrating
those holidays our child is going to be psychological-
ly damaged. But if that were really so, what about
the millions of Orientals and Africans who also don't
celebrate these holidays? I just can’t believe that
they're going to be psychologically damaged by not
celebrating Christmas.

Q: Yes, that's true. You mentioned that you try
to show extra interest and love to Lisa. Can you
elaborate on what you do?

A: There are many times when we just sit and
talk. Lisa likes to come in after school and discuss
her day with me. When she brings home a school
project that she's really proud of, I try to stop what
I'm doing and praise her. I also like to include her in
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some of the household duties like cooking, sewing,
and things like that. It gives me an opportunity to
teach her things. I really enjoy being with her. Also,
I really try to build her self-esteem and encourage
her in her artwork. You know, she really has
potential. Sometimes she gets discouraged because
she wants to do better. So I encourage her.

Q: Yes. Very interesting. Is there anything
else?

A:  Well, that's about it. Wait—there is one
more thing. I do spend time studying the Bible with
her. I feel it's important that she learn something
about Jehovah God.

Q: And what do you teach your child in these
Bible studies?

A: 1 try to teach her about some fundamental
principles like honesty and why it is important. Also,
we study about showing love to others, being kind,
forgiving, and things like that.

Above all, the mental health care professional will
want to know what type of relationship you have with
your child. You want to communicate the fact that your
religious beliefs have helped you to become a better
parent. You will want to show that a Christian parent is
capable of providing for the emotional and physical
needs of the child, as well as the child’s spiritual needs.
Take the opportunity to show that a warm, loving bond
already exists between you and your child, so that any
disruption to this bond will be detrimental to the child.

The mental health care professional who is
conducting the interview may know very little about the
religious teachings and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Therefore, you will want to use language and
illustrations that will help the examiner to clearly
understand the lifestyle of a Christian. You will want to
present yourself as one who follows the teachings of the
Secriptures, not as one who is dogmatic and a slave to
rules. By reasoning, help the examiner to see that the
course you have selected is a course of wisdom and
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reason. The following dialogue is an example of how you
might explain the fact that Christians attend five
Bible-based meetings each week and are encouraged to
devote additional time for personal Bible study:

A: Well, Lisa generally comes with me. Our
meetings are much like a classroom. We usually
have someone giving a reading, a discussion about a
Bible topic. We encourage all, young and old, to
learn to really reason and think about a matter.
Rather than just telling Lisa what to think, I
encourage her to use her mind. As one of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses, I feel that the Bible encourages us to use
our God-given conscience.

@: . Can you give me an example of that?

A: - Yes. You know God tells us to show love and
kindness. Let’s say that Lisa is out playing ball with
another child, and she takes something that is not
hers. I would reason with her about it, helping her to
understand why it is wrong, rather than just
punishing her or demanding that she be honest. It
may sound simple, but as a parent, you know it is a
very difficult process. I try my best.

Q: Okay. And how often do you go to these
meetings?

A: We have five hours of meetings a week. To
some, that may sound like a lot. But it's about the
same number of hours a student would spend in one
class at school a week. It’s a relatively small number
of hours if you think that there are 168 hours in a
week. It’s actually less than three percent.

Like holidays and the celebration of Christmas,
Jehovah's Witnesses’ position on the use of blood is
controversial and is often raised as an issue of contention
by an unbelieving mate. You want reasonably to stress
the fact that you are not opposed to medical treatment.
Rather, as a sound, thinking person, you desire to have
medical treatment for your minor child in the event of a
medical crisis. However, because of the Scriptural
admonition regarding blood, and the many serious
medical dangers associated with blood transfusions, you
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want to show your reasonableness in the fact that you
have already investigated medical alternatives to the use
of blood. You should be prepared to talk about these
alternatives in some detail, showing that you are capable
and prepared to care for the child's physical needs:

@: As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses you don’t
believe in blood transfusions, do you?

A: That's true. Qur posilion on blood
transfusions is primarily a religious one, but we also
know there are many medical dangers from blood.
We take our position on this issue from various
scriptural references, such as Acts 15:28, 29 and
Leviticus 17:13, 14. These scriptures point out that
we should avoid the use of blood in our hodies. I'm
sure you, as a doctor, are already aware of the
potential medical complieations that can arise from
blood transfusions, such as hepatitis and AIDS.
Because of our stand, some feel that we refuse all
medical treatment. But this is just not true. We fully
utilize medical doctors. In the area of transfusions,
we do accept non-blood volume expanders such as
saline solution, Ringer’s lactate, dextran, etc.
Perhaps you'd like to read about the medical aspects
of our stand. I have a copy of an article that
appeared in The Journal of the American Medical
Association on this question of Jehovah's Witnesses
and blood transfusions. (Reproduced in the Awake!
of June 22, 1982, pages 25-27.)

Doctor, you might be reassured to know that I
have made medical provisions to ensure that Lisa
will receive proper medical attention if and when she
needs it. For example, I have a doctor who has
agreed {o respect our views on blood. Also, if an
emergency should arise, I've made arrangements to
have my child transported to a hospital with doctors
that specialize in surgery on Jehovah's Witnesses.

Q: Thank you. That was very interesting. I'll
take the article. To be honest with you, I don’t know
if I'll have time to read it. But I'll certainly try.
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INTRODUCTION

This booklet is designed to help you and your attor-
ney prepare for the difficulties Christian parents often
face in child custody disputes. The overriding concern in
every custody suit is the welfare and best interests of the
child. In deciding which parent will better provide for a
child’s best interests, courts will examine all aspects of
the child’s physical, emotional, and spiritual welfare in
either household. Thus your religious practices and teach-
ings as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses will probably be a sub-
ject of inquiry by your former spouse and the court.

Opposers often focus attention on holidays and birth-
day celebrations. They argue that Witness children are
deprived of a “normal” upbringing. There is no need to
hide or distort your religious beliefs and practices in the
face of such criticism. When giving an answer, always try
to focus on the positive aspects of your religious beliefs,
showing how they have benefited you and your family.
(Isa. 48:17) Be sure to answer questions regarding such
subjects in a way that is both understandable and rea-
sonable, accurately presenting the wholesomeness of the
Christian home.—1 Pet. 3:15.

This booklet will also help you prepare for psycholog-
ical examinations that frequently are required as part of
a child custody determination. Having some idea of the
type of questions a psychologist may ask should help you
handle the examination naturally and without undue
anxiety.

Disputes over child custody can be an ordeal for
Christian parents. But with preparation and reliance on-
Jehovah, you need not be without hope, knowing that in
the end Jehovah will set all matters straight.—Ps. 43:1;
1 Pet. 3:12.



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS
PARENT COULD FACE




CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Holidays:

When answering questions about holidays, we want
to remember that many people view our religion as a li-
tany of negative responses. Therefore, whenever possi-
ble, add some positive statement which emphasizes the
benefit to ourselves and our children when we refrain
from a celebration or holiday. For example, rather than
simply saying “No, I don’t celebrate Christmas,” you
may respond in the affirmative: “After a careful investi-
gation of the Scriptures and the historical background
of Christmas, my family and I concluded that the cele-
bration of Christmas was not necessary to have God’s ap-
proval. We have decided not to limit our gift-giving and
family gatherings to specific predetermined dates, but
would rather enjoy these activities year round.”

On the subject of holidays you may face questions
such as the following:

® Do Jehovah's Witnesses celebrate Christmas?
Thanksgiving? Easter? Birthdays? Halloween?
Mother’'s Day? Father’'s Day? Valentine’s Day? New
Year's Day? St. Patrick’s Day? Why?

@ Are not your children deprived of the Christmas
spirit?

@ Do most of the children in your child’s class
celebrate Christmas . . ., etc.?

e It is difficult for children to feel different than their
classmates and school friends?

® So it is difficult for children to be Jehovah's
Witnesses?

e In fact, it is difficult for you at times to feel
different and to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Religion:

Many try to portray the beliefs and practices of Je-
hovah's Witnesses as dogmatic and restrictive. When
answering questions about your religious beliefs and
practices, emphasize the fact that you have formed your
beliefs and adopted your practices after much study and
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

reflection; your religion is not simply a matter of rules
which have been imposed by the elders. You want to
emphasize the fact that you are a thinking, well-
balanced and reasonable individual who is competent to
act as a parent. Avoid any response which gives the im-
pression that you are unwilling or unable to provide for
your child’s best interests because of your religious be-
liefs.

Do you believe you have the only right religion?

Do you believe the Catholic (or other) church is true
or false?

Do you believe all false religion is under the control
of Satan?

Is the Catholic (or other) church under the control
of Satan?

Are Catholics (or whoever) under the control of
Satan?

How do you feel about your ex-wife/husband who is
not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Is he/she under the control of Satan?

What do you teach your chiid about your
ex-wife/husband?

e Will God destroy all false religion?

® As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, do you believe that

only Jehovah'’s Witnesses will be saved?
Will all Catholics (or whoever) be destroyed?

e Will you teach your child that his father’s/mother's

religious beliefs are wrong?

Will you teach your child that his father/mother
will be destroyed by God if he/she does not become
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Will you teach your child that there is a risk that
his father/mother will be destroyed by God?

Isn’t it true that there are great differences between
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

beliefs of Catholics (or whoever) and Jehovah's
Witnesses?

e In fact, didn’t you leave the Catholic (or other)
church to become one of Jehovah’'s Witnesses?

e Can you be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and a
Catholic (or whatever) at the same time?

e If you cannot be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and a
Catholic (or whatever) at the same time, how can
you expect your child to be?

e Will you teach your child that both your church and
the Catholic (or other) church are right?

e Won’t your child be confused by being taught two
religions?

o If your son was participating in a play or another
special event at the Catholic (or other) church,
would you attend?

@ Do you respect all religions?

e If a member of your family was being baptized,
married, or a family funeral service was being given
in a Catholic (or other) church, would you attend?

o How is this showing respect for the Catholic lor
other) church or your family?

@ If you respect all religions, why do you go from
house to house trying to convert people?

e How would you feel if your child decided he did not
want to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and chose to
belong to another church?

® Would you still love your child?

e Do you teach your child only about the religion of
Jehovah’s Witnesses?

® Do jrou believe that your child should learn about
other religions?

e If your child, out of curiosity, decided he wanted to
attend the services of another church, would you
allow him to? Would you accompany him?
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Blood:

Some confuse our stand on the use of blood and
blood products with the position of religions that refuse
all medical treatment. You want to show that you are a
loving, caring parent who wants the best medical care
possible of your child’s medical and surgical needs. Ex-
plain that you are aware of many serious and possibly fa-
tal dangers from blood and that you have made arrange-
ments with your doctor to provide alternative non-blood
management of your child’s medical and surgical needs.
Acknowledge that your former mate properly has a right
to participate and have a say in any medical decisions in-
volving your child. Stress the fact that you want the best
available medical treatment for yourself and your child
and that avoidance of blood, in your opinion and the
opinion of many in the medical community, is a sound,
healthful course.

e Do you believe that every word of the Bible is
literally true?

e Do you teach that it is better to die than to take a
blood transfusion?

® You claim that there are alternatives; what is the
alternative where someone loses blood in a car
accident?

e How do you know there are alternatives?

e Is it true that only a minority of doctors are willing
to try alternative, bloodless treatment?

® Don’t most doctors recommend blood transfusions?

e Isn't it true that it may not be possible to find a
doctor who will use bloodless alternatives? What if
the only available doctor said there were no
alternatives? Would you prefer to die?

® Would you ever consent to your child being given a
blood transfusion?

® What if the doctors said your child would die
without a blood transfusion?

® If the doctors told you that your child needed a
blood transfusion, would you advise and consult
your ex-wife/husband?



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

e How would you feel if your ex-wife/husband
consented to your child being given a blood
transfusion?

e Would you suffer any religious penalty if you or
your child were given a blood transfusion?

e Would you be subject to alienation or disapproval
from church members if you or your child were
given a blood transfusion?

® Would you still love your child, even if he/she was
given a blood transfusion?

Governments:

The stand which Jehovah’'s Witnesses take regarding
governments is well known and often misunderstood.
When responding to questions regarding your view of
government, accenfuate the positive—you pay all your
taxes, you are hohest and law-abiding, you do not in-
volve yourself in civil disobedience, and you believe that
the superior authorities, including court officials, should
be obeyed and are worthy of our honor and respect.

® Do you believe the governments of this world are
controlled by Satan?

® Are the judge and tivs court conirolied by Saten?

@ Do you believe God will destroy the governments of
this world?

® Do you vote?

e Do you stand up for the National Anthem/salute the
flag?

@ If your country is at war, would you fight in the
military?

® Do you believe that you will be persecuted for your
beliefs?

¢ What kind of persecution do you expect and from
whom?

@ Do you teach your child that he will be persecuted
for his beliefs? Is that healthy for your child?
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

@ Is your child frightened by the prospect of
persecution?

Satan:

Many do not consider Satan to be a real person and
will find your belief in Satan to be childish or fanatical.
When giving an answer, distinguish the Bible’s view of
Satan from the cartoon character with a pitchfork, as
many people view Satan. If people believe in God and
His angels, why is it childish to believe that some angels
chose to disobey God?

e Is Satan the ruler of the world?

e Does Satan control everyone who is not one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses?

@ Is Satan powerful?
® Are you afraid of Satan?

@ Do you teach your child about Satan? Is your child
afraid of Satan?

Armageddon:

Armageddon marks a time of destruction of the
wicked, as well as the beginning of Jehovah’s righteous
new system. Emphasize the positive aspects of the event.
It is not like the tragic hellfire doctrine, which keeps the
wicked in torment forever.

@ Do you believe that we are living in the time of the
end?

@ Do you believe that many people and much of the
world will be destroyed at Armageddon?

e Will that be a frightening time?
e Do you teach your child about Armageddon?

e Is your child not scared/upset at the prospect of his
mother/father, school friends, neighbors, and
himself/herself being destroyed at Armageddon?

Practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses:

e How many meetings do Jehovah's Witnesses have a
week?



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

e® You attend all of these meetings?

e If you did not attend all of these meetings or go out
preaching, would you be subject to congregational
disapproval or discipline by your elders?

e Do you bring your child to all of these meetings?

@ Is it not correct that if your child attends your
midweek meeting he would not be in bed before
9:45 or 10:00 p.m.? Is that not a very late night for
a small child?

e Isn’t it difficult for a small child to sit through these
long meetings? Wouldn't your child rather be
playing than attending these church meetings?

® Would you teach your child to be one of Jehovah's
Witnesses?

e Do you hope your child will become one of
Jehovah'’s Witnesses?

e Will you bring your child to all of your meetings?

® Will you bring your child out in your preaching
work? Every weekend? For how long?

e If your child did not want to go fo your church
meetings, word you foree him to go?

@ If your child did not want to go out preaching,
would you force him to go?

e Is it not difficult for you to go preaching at times?
You meet some people who do not want to hear
your message, who reject you and are rude to you?

e If your child went preaching, wouldn't he encounter
people who disagree with him, reject him and are
rude to him?

® Wouldn’'t that be difficult for your child? Would he
find that hard to endure?

® Is it not harmful for children to feel rejected?

e If you care about your child, why would you
deliberately place him in a situation where he is
bound to suffer embarrassment and rejection?
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CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

School: (May be faced with quotes from
“School” Brochure)

Many feel that Jehovah's Witnesses are against edu-

cation. On the contrary, the children of Jehovah's Wit-
nesses are encouraged to make the most of their edu-
cation and to become proficient in reading, writing, and
analytical abilities. In fact, Jehovah's Witnesses often ex-
cel in school. The decisions concerning higher education
and career are left with the parents and child. You may
use the Index to investigate the wide range of topics on
which the Society encourages discussion and research.
The Society’s publications encourage our youths to be dil-
igent and serious-minded in their studies.

Does this booklet “School and Jehovah’s Witnesses”
set out your church’s beliefs in the school setting?
Does your church recommend that parents and
children in your faith follow the rules set out in this
booklet and that teachers should also abide by them?

Isn’t it true that you won't permit your child to
associate with or make close friends of people who
are not Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Isn’t it true that you won’t permit your child to go to
school dances? to date?

Isn’t it true that you would not allow your children
to participate in extracurricular activities? school
plays? school bands?

Isn’t it true that you would not permit your child to
be a class representative or be on the school council?

Isn’t it true that you would not permit your child to
participate in school elections?

Isn’t it true that you would not allow your child to
join any school clubs?

Isn’t it true that you would not allow your child to
join any school teams?

Isn't it true you would not permit your child to
engage in any school activities associated with
national or religious holidays?

Do you permit your child to stand up for the
National Anthem in school?

9



CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS THAT WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

e Will your children be very different from the
majority of children in school and deprived of many
enjoyable, healthy activities that they enjoy?

e At times will your child be mocked or alienated at
school because of these beliefs?

e Is it difficult for a child to be one of Jehovah's
Witnesses at school?

e If you love your child, why would you want to
deprive him/her of so many activities that he/she
would enjoy?

e Isn't it true that you would not permit your child to
attend a college or university?

e Isn't it true that if your child attended a college or
university, he/she would face disapproval in
congregation and be subject to counseling by your
ministers? -

e Would you support your child if he/she decided to go
to a college or university?

e Isn’t it true that you want and are going to teach
your child to be a full-time minister?

e Isn't that the only career that you intend for your
chiid?

Corporal punishment:

@ As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, do you believe in
corporal punishment?

e Do you believe the Bible directs parents to discipline
their children with a rod or stick?

® Isn’t it true that if you failed to heed the Bible’s
command to discipline your child, you would not be
considered a good Christian/good parent?

Practice sessions:

e Did you talk to your lawyer about this court
proceeding?

e Did your lawyer tell you what to say?
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SAMPLE APPROACH BY WITNESS PARENT TO CROSS-EXAMINATION

Cross-examination gives the opposing attorney the
opportunity to question you after you have been ques-
tioned by your own attorney. The opposing attorney’s
objectives are threefold: {1) to elicit information that
will help his client; (2) to try to expose inconsistencies
in your own testimony; and (3) to impeach your credi-
hility.

Cross-examination questions are typically structured
to limit your response to simple yes or no answers. For
example, a typical question would be: “Isn’t it true that
you would never consent to a blood transfusion for your
child?” You will be required to answer the question.
However, you may be able to explain your answer either
at the time it is asked or when your attorney guestions
you after cross-examination.

Here are a few sample guestions together with ref-
erences to some of the Society’s publications contain-
ing background information which may be helpful. Of
course, you should answer in your own words from your
own mind and heart. You will want to listen carefully to
the judge’s or attorney’s question before giving an an-
swer. If you do not understand the question, you should
tell the attorney that you do not understand the gues-
tion before you begin to answer.

Do you believe you have the only right religion?

See, for example, Jehovah’s Witnesses in the
Twentieth Century, page 29.

Isn’t it true that you’d let your child die before you
would consent to a blood transfusion?

See, for example, Reasomng from the Scriptures,
page T4.

Isn’t it true that you have forbidden your children to
participate in holiday activities in school?

See, for example, “Questions From Readers,” The
Watchtower, Nov. 15, 1960, page 703.
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SAMPLE APPROACH BY WITNESS PARENT TO CROSS-EXAMINATION

Isn’t it true that you teach your children that their
mother/father will be destroyed at Armageddon because
they are not Jehovah’s Witnesses?

See, for example, Jehovah’s Witnesses in the
Twentieth Century, page 29, and Reasoning from
the Scriptures, pages 46-49.

Isn’t it true that you are required by your religion to
take the children from door to door selling
Watchtowers?

See, for example, “Questions From Readers,” The
Watchtower, Dec. 1, 1960, page 735, and “How to
Be a Successful Parent,” The Watchiower, May 1,
1988, pages 3-6.

Isn’t it true that you would not encourage your child to
attend college?

See, for example, “What Career Should I Choose?”
Awake!, May 8, 1989, pages 12-14.

Isn’t it true that the direction in the School brochure
forbids you to allow your child to participate in palriotic
holidays?

See, for example, School and Jehovah’s Wimesseé,
page 3, and “Questions From Readers,” The
Watchtower, Dec. 1, 1960, page 735.
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Work:
® Where do you work?

e How far is your work place from your home?

What time do you leave for work?
What are your hours of work?

What times would the child require day-care
assistance of a neighbor? friend? relative?

Is your spouse home at those same times?

Is a neighbor/friend/relative to be preferred over the
child’s mother/father for day-care?

Jehovah’s Witnesses’ role as parents
and spouse . . .

A)

Parent:

e Does your spouse prepare meals for the family?

e Does your spouse do family laundry?

@ Does your spouse care well for the home? (i.e.,

provide a neat home, do maintenance, etc.)

Does your spouse care well for the children?

e® Does your spouse wake the children in the

morning?

e Does your spouse dress the children in the morning?

Does your spouse prepare breakfast for the
children?

Does your spouse prepare lunch for the children?
Does your spouse prepare supper for the children?
Does your spouse take the children to school?

Does your spouse take care of the children when
they are sick?

Is your spouse at home when the children return
from school?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Does your spouse put the children to bed?

® Does your spouse take an interest in the children’s

education?

Does your spouse spend time helping the children
with their education/homework in school?

® Does your spouse visit the schoolteachers?

e Does your spouse attend the school on

parent/teacher night?

® Do you attend the school on parent/teacher nights?

® When was the last time you attended the school on

parent/teacher night?

Does your spouse engage in recreation with your
children? Which? When?

Do your children love your spouse?

® Does your spouse love your children?

e Wouldn't you agree that your children need both

their mother and their father?

® Is your spouse a good parent?

Would you describe your spouse as a good
man/woman?

Describe your spouse’s good qualities.

If non-Witness alleges Witness spouse has
made church more important than family:

B)

How has your spouse put his/her church ahead of
family? Give examples.

What you really mean is she will not let you dictate
what church she goes to?

Spouse:

How did spouse’s conversion to Jehovah’s Witnesses
harm his/her sexual relationship with you?

Did your spouse refuse the marital due?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Have you been very upset since your spouse has
become one of Jehovah's Witnesses?

Might your angry attitude have an adverse
emotional effect on your spouse?

Is it surprising your spouse would find it difficult in
view of your attitude of intolerance and animosity?

Is your spouse hospitable?
Does your spouse entertain your friends and family?

Isn’t it true that your spouse is friendly and has
good relationships with your family members?

Did your spouse suggest family counseling?
Wasn't he/she willing to attend family counseling?
Why did you reject family counseling?

Is it not correct that your children become upset
when they observe angry interchanges between
their parents?

Is it not true that your children are disturbed and
upset by your separation from vour spouse?

Corporal punishment:

Do you discipline your children?

Do you ever spank your children?

Holidays:

How has your spouse actively discouraged children
from sharing in Christmas, etc., with yourself?

Has your spouse prevented you from having your
friends into the home?

Has your spouse ever invited people into the home
over the Christmas period?

Has your spouse ever asked you to make a meal
during this period?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

@ Does your spouse give gifts to children at
Christmas?

® Do they accept gifts?

@ Does your spouse prevent you from sharing in such
celebrations with the children?

Blood:
® What do you know about blood transfusions?

e Have you ever read any medical information about
blood transfusions?

e Do you know if there are any adverse side effects?

e Have you heard of AIDS and hepatitis being
contracted through blood transfusions?

o Have you inguired i theve are aliermatives?

e Can you point to any medical information that
shows more people recover with blood transfusions
than any alternative treatment?

e Have you talked to any doctors who operate without
blood transfusions?

@ Have you discussed the issue of blood transfusions
with your spouse?

e Did your spouse say that he/she would let the
children die without any medical treatment? What
were your spouse’s exact words?

e Does your spouse bring your children to your family
doctor on a regular basis?

® Do any of your children have health/medical
problems at present?

e Do your children at present suffer from any
conditions requiring blood transfusions?

e Have your children ever needed a blood transfusion?
® Ilas your spouse ever denied your children any
medical treatment when they were sick?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Non-Witness spouse’s religious activities

In what religion were you raised?

Which religions have you been affiliated
with/attended during your life?

Do you practice any religion? Which religion?
Where?

When was the last church service attended?

How often have you attended services in last six
months? Year? Five years?

Has your spouse ever tried to prevent you from
going to your own church?

Does your spouse interfere with your taking the
children to a church of your choice?

Do you bring your children with you when you
attend church?

Does your family attend church on a regular basis
as a family unit? Which church? How often?

Which churches have you taken children to? When?
Where? When was the last time?

@ Describe your activities within your church.

Do your children attend Sunday School at your
church? When?

Over what period of time have they attended
Sunday School?

Do you believe in the Bible?
Is the Bible a Holy Book to your church?
Does your priest (minister) read from the Bible?

Do you read the Bible? Do you study the Bible?
How often?

Do you have any objection to your spouse
reading/studying the Bible? (If so, what and why?)

Do you have any objection to your children
reading/studying the Bible? (If so, what and why?)
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o

Do you pray with your children at home? When?
How often?

Do you pray with your children at mealtimes?
Bedtime?

® Do you believe in Hell?

e Does your church teach your children to believe in

Hell?

e What form of birth control do you pfactice?

@ Is this a form of birth control that is

accepted/approved by your church?

Status of children:

What are the ages of your children?

What are the hobbies, interests, apiitudes, ete., of
your children? (Note: Ask about the children
individually; often a rigid parent will not know his
individual children well.)

Where do your children attend school?

e What grades are they in?

Are your children doing well in school? What are
their marks? (Note: See if parent can describe how
each child is doing individually.)

What do the report cards show? (Note: Seek order
compelling discovery of the children’s report cards.)

Do the teachers find their progress acceptable? '
Have you seen the children during classes?
Do your children have friends?

Do your children have friends at school? Have you
inquired?

So you consider your children to be normal
children?

Are you proud of your children?

20



'SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Religious activities of Witness spouse:

Is your Spouse free to choose a religion for
himself/herself?

Do you object to him/her going to church?

e If your spouse were to attend services at a Jewish

Synagogue or Mormon Tabernacle, would that be
objectionable to you? If not, why not? (Note:
Repeat above question for Christian Science Church,
Mennonite or Amish Church.)

Would you permit your children to attend these
services with your spouse?

Do you object to your spouse attending meetings at
the Kingdom Hall? Why?

Do you object to your spouse bringing your children
to the Kingdom Hall? Why?

e When does your spouse attend church meetings?
e What are the hours?

e Please tell me what hours your spouse spends in

church work. (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday, etc.)

Is this at the same tlme that the children are in
school? i

How has your spouse forced th'e children into her
religion? Gwe examples

If non-Witness spouse alleges that belzef‘s
of Jehovah’s Witness spouse will

harm children:

What religious beliefs of your spouse w1ll damage
children? (Provide list and examples }

What religious practices of your spouse will _damage
children? (Provide list and examples.)

What has been your spouse’s “indoctrination of the
children”?

e What examples can you point to?

@ Is reading the Bible indoctrination? -
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How have your children been “disrupted,”
“confused,” “emotionally disturbed,” “upset,” ete., by
your spouse’s religious beliefs/practices? (Give
examples.)

Where is this “confusion,” “anxiety” reflected in your
children’s school reports?

What do the teachers say?

Db the children have a problem with your spouse’s
faith or do you?

Do the children love your spouse? Do they enjoy
being with your spouse?

Is this evidence of children who are “worried and
anxious”?

Non-Witness spouse’s attitude to Witness
spouse:

Has your spouse ever tried to stop you from going to
your own church?

Does your spouse allow you to take the children to
the church of your choice?

Have you ever attended a meeting of Jehovah’s
Witrresses to hear whet = taoghi?

Have you ever read publications of Jehovah's
Witnesses? What have you read? (Note: If

affirmative answer given, ask name, page, and date
of publication.)

Have you talked to any ministers of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses to ask them questions?

Have you associated with Jehovah's Witnesses on a
social basis?

Do they have parties? Do they enjoy other
recreation? What inguiries have you made?"

Are “birthdays, Christmas, Halloween, and New
Year's” the only enjoyable activities there are in
your life?

Does your spouse, as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses,

22



SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT
teach your children honesty? To tell the truth?
Respect others’ property?

e How do you know Jehovah’s Witnesses “do not
recognize the government of the United States”?
Why were you told this? (Note: Or any other
allegations raised by non-Witness spouse.)

What do they not recognize?
Do they pay taxes? Do they obey the laws?

Do they encourage honesty and good citizenship?

What has been your response when your spouse
talks to you about religion?

Note: Fit the following questions to the facts
of individual case:

e Have you not admitted to being frustrated?
® Did you not on one occasion rip up a book?

@ Is it surprising that a wife/husband would not want
to talk to her/his husband/wife about such matters
when reaction is always one of anger? (Note: If
non-Withess spouse has used words such as
“f—‘m b &‘mse]xm?! “Y‘ew mwm ”»
“obsessed,” “indoctrination,” ask him/her to define
these words as he/she understands them. These may
be his/her lawyer’s words and not his own.)

® Do you respect the government of the United
States?

® Do you respect the Constitution of the United
States?

® Do you respect the constitutional provision that
guarantees your spouse’s freedom of worship?

® Are you so intolerant that the minute your spouse
wants to practice the religion of his/her choice, you
want to break up the family?

® Is that how you demonstrate your respect for the
Constitution of the United States? The Bill of
Rights? The government of the United States?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Is your spouse’s religion the problem, or is it your
intolerant attitude?

If non-Witness spouse alleges Witness spouse
made an agreement as to the religion of the
children:

What is the agreement you are referring to?

When did your spouse agree that he/she would not
involve your children in the teachings of Jehovah's
Witnesses (or raise them as Catholics, etc.)?

® Where is the agreement?

® When was it signed? (Note: Seek an order to compel

discovery of agreement.)

Child’s freedom of choice:

Do you object to your child being exposed to
different viewpoints? Religious viewpoints?

Do you object to the school teaching children about
different nations/cultures and their religions?

Do you object to your children learning about the
religious viewpoints of their friends and their
friends’ families?

Do you want to prevent your children from learning
about their other parent’s views?

Does your spouse prevent the children from
knowing about your religious views?

Why do you want to stop the children from learning
about his/hers?

Should your children be allowed to choose which
religion they wish to follow?

How can a child be allowed to choose his/her own
religious persuasion unless he/she is exposed to
his/her parents’ religious choices?

Do you love your children only so long as they are
in your religion?
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e Will you still love your children if they become
Catholics, Jews, members of the United Church,
Mormons, or Jehovah's Witnesses?

e What have you told your children about Jehovah’s
Witnesses?
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SAMPLE DIRECT EXAMINATION
AND SAMPLE RESPONSES
FOR LOCAL ELDER
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

® What is your name? What is your occupation?
Where do you live?

e What sort of instruction does the church encourage
parents to provide their children?

(For example, you might wish to share some of
the following educational and
culturally-enriching subjects from the Society’s
publications:

Arts and Crafis

“You, Too, Can Learn Calligraphy!” Awake!,
August 8, 1985, p. 25-27

“Qil Painting—Wholesome Relaxation,” Awake!,
May 8, 1974, p. 21-23

“A Closer Look at Famous Works of Art,”
Awake!, January 8, 1982, p. 16-20

“Keeping Small Hands Busy,” Awake!, May 8,
1985, p. 24-27

“Are We Losing the Art of Learning?” Awake!,
September 22, 1982, p. 22, 23

Hobbiecs and Recreation

“Choosing a Hobby Wisely,” Awake!,
November 8, 1961, p. 13-16

“Beauty in the Rocks,” Awake!, September 22,
1969, p. 20-22

“The Value of Toys,” Awake!, January 8, 1971,
p- 9-12

“Stamp Collecting as a Hobby,” Awake!, July 8,
1971, p. 20-23 \

“Is Home Sewing for You?” Awake!, August 22,
1973, p. 9-12

“Knitting as a Lifetime Hobby,” Awake!, May 8,
1978, p. 23-26

“The Origin of Playing Cards,” Awake!,
August 22, 1978, p. 9-12
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER
“Home Computers—Are They for You?”
Awake!, February 8, 1984, p. 12-15

“Cooking Spaghetti Giulia’s Way,” Awake!,
January 8, 1986, p. 25-27

“Cheese—Are You a Connoisseur?” Awake!,
August 8, 1986, p. 25-27

“Will the Abacus Survive Again?” Awake!,
December 8, 1986, p. 19

“Young People Ask . .. What About After-School
Activities?” Ibid., p. 16-18

“Exploring Earth’s Last Great Frontier,”
Awake!, December 22, 1986, p. 16-19

Music and Entertainment

“What Should Your Child Read?” Awake!,
March 22, 1978, p. 16-21

“Can Television Benefit Us?” Awake!, April 22,
1978, p. 4-6

“Control Your Television!” Ibid., p. 17-20

“What Do You Do for Entertainment?” Awake!,
Janvaery 22, 1878, 5. 3, 4

“Don’t Ignore the Need for Entertainment,”
Ibid., p. 5-8

“Playing Indoor Games,” Ibid., p. 9-12

“Understanding and Enjoying Music,” Awake!,
February 8, 1979, p. 20-24

“Music Lessons for Your Two-Year-O1ld?”
Awake!, February 22, 1980, p. 25-28

“A Sense of Humor—God’s Gift,” Awake!,
September 8, 1980, p. 25-28

“Begin Teaching Your Baby to Read,” Awake!,
September 22, 1982, p. 23-27

“What Is Your Kind of Music?” The Watchiower,
January 15, 1983, p. 3, 4
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER
“Bridge That Gap With Conversation,” Awake!,
June 8, 1983, p. 24, 25

“They Are Helping Children to Read,” Awake!,
June 22, 1985, p. 23

“Reading—It Can Enrich Your Life,” Awake!,
September 8, 1985, p. 3-8

“Young People Ask . .. How Can I Have a Good
Time?” Awake!, November 8, 1986, p. 10-12

Sporis
“Winter Can Be Fun,” Awake!, December 22,
1958, p. 8-11
“Flying a Kite Can Be Fun,” Awake!, March 22,
1973, p. 24-26

“How Long Could You Survive in Deep Water?”
Awake!, June 22, 1973, p. 17-19

“Discovering the Wonderful World of Walking,”
Awake!, August 22, 1973, p. 24-27

“You Can Sail Safely,” Awake!, September 8,
1980, p. 23-25

“My First Marathon,” Awake!, December 22,
1980, p. 27, 28

“Lessons You Can Learn from Sports,” Awake!,
July 22, 1981, p. 25-27

“Sports and the Family—A Balanced View,”
Awakel!l, May 22, 1982, p. 9-11

“Surfing—What's It All About?” Adwake!, August
22, 1982, p. 12-16

“Young People Ask . .. Should I Go In for
Bodybuilding?” Awake!, December 22, 1986,
p. 13-15)

(Other general topics include Animals and Plant
Life, Economics and Employment, Health,
Human Relations, Lands and Peoples, Science,
World Affairs, and many more.)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

® How does the church assist parents?

(For example, you might consider Bible Story
book and illustrate how the book is organized
and how it teaches prineciples such as honesty,
respect for authority, the value of obedience,
etc.)

e Is this publication used only by Jehovah’s
Witnesses?

e Is this the only type of publication the church
provides?

(You may want to refer to and give brief résumé
of Greatl Teacher and Youth books and “Young
People Ask” series and discuss in similar fashion
as Bible Story book résumsé.)

e How important do Jehovah’s Witnesses consider
such parental instruction of children?

(Referring to scriptures such as 1 Timothy 5:8,
Ephesians 6:1-4, and Proverbs 1:8, 9, you may
want to give Bible examples of parental
instruction which benefited offspring to
emphasize this fundamental Bible belief. Also
see “Rearing Happy Children in a Troubled
World,” The Watchtower, January 15, 1982,

p. 12.)

e Can you describe what takes place at the meetings
of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

(Many criticize the meeting schedule as one
which is overly demanding for a young child.
You may want to highlight that they are
religious, educational, promote a warm familial
spirit, and that young people make many social
contacts at these meetings.)

e Why do Jehovah’s Witnesses visit people in their
homes by calling from house to house?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

(Highlight that visits are made with interested
people to share good news of bright future for
all mankind. Also see Kingdom Ministry,
December 1977, “Are You Instructing Your
Family?” and Kingdom Ministry, February 1979,
“How Does God’s Kingdom Affect Your
Family?”)

® Can you describe what takes place at such visits?

(There are various positive features to highlight.
For example, many people invite Jehovah's ‘
Witnesses in and engage in upbuilding
conversations; people who are not interested are
left on a friendly basis; many visits are made on
people who are also social contacts and
conversation is not restricted to religious beliefs;
many home visits are like dropping in to see
friends; children who accompany parent learn to
be outgoing and take an active interest in people
from various backgrounds.)

® What view does your church encourage children to
take toward a parent who is not one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses?

(Ephesians 6:1 is to be applied to one who is not
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, as well as to a
parent who is ‘disfellowshipped. See w10/15/81,
p. 19; ¢g10/22/75, p. 27, 28; g9/22/70, p. 27, 28.)

® What view does church take toward people of other
religions?

(Jesus taught love neighbor as self, includes all;
we respect others’ right to worship as they
choose.)

® Does church teach that young people should learn
only about religion of Jehovah's Witnesses?

(No. Consider following objective consideration
of other religions in our publications:
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

Young People Ask . .. Why Should 1 Accept
My Parents’ Religion?,
Awake!, November 22, 1986, p. 13-15;

Young People Ask . .. Is the Bible Relevant
for Me?,

Awake!, May 22, 1986, p. 12-14;

A Non-Violent World—Did Ghandi Show the
Way?,
Awake!, April 8, 1984, p. 3-12;

What Is Religion Doing for Mankind?,
Awake!, January 8, 1984, p. 3-14;

The Latter-Day Saints in Today’s World,
Awake!, December 22, 1982, p. 24-2T,;

Moon’s Unification Church—What Does It
Believe?,
Awake!, September 8, 1982, p. 10-15;

The Church of England—An “Endangered
Species”?,
Awake!, July 8, 1981, p. 25-27;

Why So Many Religions in South Africa?,
Awake!, January 22, 1981, p. 12-15;

A Look at Hindu Views of Life and Death,
Awake!, February &, 1977, p. 16-23;

Is Buddhism the Way to Enlightenment?,
Awake!, January 8, 1974, p. 16-19;

Test Your Religious Knowledge,
Awake!, April 22, 1961, p. 4-27;
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DIRECT EXAMINATION AND SAMPLE RESPONSES FOR LOCAL ELDER

Examining Islamic Teachings,
Waichtower, November 1, 1953,
p. 653-656.

® Are there substantial differences between basic
principles of morality as taught by Jehovah’s
Witnesses and the Catholic (or whichever) Church?

(Principles of Ten Commandments are common
to both groups.)
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SAMPLE RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

This book is designed for young children. (See blue
block on publisher’s page of Bible Story book.) This book
would be the basis for any religious communication
between the parent and the child, up to about age seven
or eight.

The teachings are positive as will be shown by
analysis. No serious-minded parent could object,
regardless of particular religious association. The lessons
are objective.

The lessons in this book are NOT doctrinal. They are
lessons on loyalty, honesty, morality, human
relationships, and self-discipline.

If, for example, the mother is a serious Catholic,
there is no real conflict between what the father would
communicate to the child and what the mother would
teach.

Following is a list of chapters that might be referred
to and the lesson in each:

INTRODUCTION: The book is 2 lessop in
chronological Bible history.

CHAPTER 2: “A Beautiful Garden”

Used to introduce very young child
to the animal kingdom and to
teach basic lessons in bhiology. Note
that all the ahimals in the picture
are in pairs, and they have babies.
Allows introduction of such basic
subjects as reproduction.

CHAPTER 5: “A Hard Life Begins”

Child can be introduced to the
value of respect and obedience to
authority, whether parental or
community, e.g. police and courts.
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

CHAPTER 19: “Jacob Has a Big Family”

Child is introduced to the concept
that producing a family is an
honor and a privilege. Emphasizes
unselfishness exhibited in
production of a large family.
Families contribute to growth of
community and nation.

CHAPTER 20: “Dinah Gets into Trouble”

Introduces child to the dangers of
associating with immoral and
dishonest persons. Teaches
morality at an early age without
specifics. Aversion to sexual abuse
of women and discrimination.

CHAPTER 37: “A Tent for Worship”

This chapter shows that child is
taught respect for a house of
worship and all the equipment and
material used in the house of
worship. Child is taught respect for
altar and priests. .

CHAPTER %4%: “Rahab Hides the Spies”

Child learns that we do not refuse
to help people or show Kindness to
people even though we do not
approve of what they do. Rahab
was a prostitute.

CHAPTER 51: “Ruth and Naomi”

No better lesson in family loyalty
and teaching child value of respect
for older persons and responsibility
to help senior citizens.
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CHAPTER 55:

CHAPTER 63:

CHAPTER 71:

CHAPTER 75:

CHAPTER 77:

CHAPTER 84%:

RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

“A Little Boy Serves God”

Very young children can learn
respect for religious service,
respect for God, and for legitimate
priesthood. (Use the picture.)

“Wise King Solomon”

(Use the picture.) What an
illustration of the value of judicial
wisdom and family love. Builds
respect for modern-day judiciary.
The mother would rather give up
the child than have him injured.
In terms that a very young child
can understand. Also shows that
wisdom is better than materialism.

“God Promises a Paradise”

This is what the child is being
taught to look forward to. Is it
bad? Gives hope and optimistic
Tuture in a world where many turn
to suicide.

“Four Boys in Babylon”

Teenagers do not have to give in
to pressure from their peers. The
old virtues and basics are worth
standing up for.

“They Would Not Bow Down”

(Sequel to chapter 75.) Children
learn that there is a time in life to
be firm for right principles.

“An Angel Visits Mary”
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

CHAPTER 85:

CHAPTER 86:

CHAPTER 94:

CHAPTER 95:

CHAPTER 99:

CHAPTER 110:

“Jesus Born in a Stable”

Child is taught respect for the
circumstances of Jesus’ birth. (Use
the picture.) Child learns the real
value of the birth and life of Jesus
without influence from
commercialism. Who can object?

“Men Guided by a Star”
Same points. (Use the picture.)

“He Loves Little Children”

Jesus used children to teach
lessons of flexibility, humility, and
respect. Children can understand
this better than adults.

“The Way Jesus Teaches”

Who can object to a child learning
the story of the Good Samaritan?
It is universally respected. We
even have “Good Samaritan”
hospitals in some locations. Child
learns history and background of a
very common expression as well as
the lesson in human responsibility
that is taught. Learns racial
discrimination to be shunned.

“In an Upstairs Room”

Jesus introduced the Last Supper.
Respected by most religions,
including Catholicism. Why
shouldn’t a child learn the history
of its origin?

“Timothy—Paul's New Helper”

The ministry is a respected and
honorable profession.
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RESUME OF BIBLE STORY BOOK

CHAPTER 115: “A New Paradise on Earth”

(Use the picture.) This is what the
child is taught to look forward to.

39



SAMPLE DIRECT EXAMINATION AND
SAMPLE RESPONSES
FOR YOUNG WITNESSES
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

What is your name?

How old are you?

Where do you live?

Are you one of Jehovah's Witnesses?

When did you hecome one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?
Do you have any brothers or sisters?

Are they Jehovah's Witnesses?

How is your relationship with them?

Tell us something about your father and mother:
Are they Jehovah's Witnesses?
If not, what religion?

What are their occupations?

If Married:

® Is your husband/wife one of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses? '

Are his/her parents Jehovah’s Witnesses?
What are thelr occupations?

What is your relationship with them?

How is your relationship with your
parents?

e How old were you when your mother/father became
one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

® IHave you therefore been exposed to different
religious views? '

® Can you tell us how this has affected you?

{Helped to understand other views; be
tolerant; appreciate divergence of opinions;
respect for other religions; listen to other
people’s comments; in general to be a more
fulfilled and balanced person, etc.)
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

Did you find that this difference of religion was
confusing to you?

e Did it cause you any problems?

How has your association with Jehovah's Wltnesses
affected your life?

Did it help you avoid any problems?

(Comment regarding positive ways association
with Jehovah’s Witnesses has helped; to have
a purpose in life; to help other people; to be
good citizens; good morals; be selective as to
conduct, company, etc.)

What do you do for recreation?

What about social activities?

What about family activities?

How did you do in school?

Did you have any problems?

Did you get along with other students?

The fact that you ave o8¢ of Jebhoval’s Withesses, oo
you feel that hlndered your situation?

What are your plans for the future?
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES

EVIDENCE OF YOUNG PEOPLE:

This can be used to show that they are normal.
Identify and interview young people from local
congregations who have been raised as Jehovah’s
Witnesses and, in the eyes of the presiding overseer, are
spiritually minded but also enjoy the normal healthy
things that young people do. They don't have to be
competitive to enjoy sports. Be careful that they don’t
get the impression that they are in a demonstration at
the circuit assembly, when they would show that the
first things in life are service and going to the Kingdom
Hall. Show hobbies, crafts, social activity, sports, and
especially plans for the future. Be careful they don’t all
say that they are going to be pioneers. Plans can be
trade, getting married and having children, journalism,
and all Kinds of other things. Maybe you can show an
interest in art and the theater. They must be clean,
moral, honest, but with the interests that you would
expect from other young people.

Have you been exposed to different religious views since
youth? How has this affected you?

learned 6 be torerant and appreciaie divergence
of opinions; while personally choosing teachings of
Jehovah’s Witnesses, have learned to respect
others’ right of choice.

How has your association with Jehovah’s Witnesses
affected your life?

Comment on positive value of truth; have a
purpose in life; take interest in other people; good
morals; obey the law, etc.

Do you go from house-to-house? Describe your reaction.

Educational value of social contact; learn how to
meet people, strike up a conversation and reason
on a variety of topics. At an early date learned
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DIRECT EXAMINATION & RESPONSES FOR YOUNG WITNESSES
about the many different views people have.
Meeting people at doors overcame shyness and lack
of confidence. Ease of dealing with people is
valuable now in business as well as religious and
social activities.

Is it not depressing when you are Tejéqted at a door?

-~ No. We have something good to share with those
who want to listen. Each individual has the right
-to his opinion. If rejected, we can leave and find
someone who does want to talk a few doors away.

Are not three religious meetings a week boring?

No. Meetings are interesting. Participate in
Theocratic Ministry Schooi and tearn how to talk
to people Associate with other young people at
meetings. Make social and recreational
arrangements.

What do you do for recreatmn social actwmes, famzly
activities?

Describe a balahc_ed'range of activity.

How did you do in school? Did you have any problems?
Did you get along with other students? Did your
association with Jehovah’s Witnesses hinder your
education?

Not at all; kept me out of trouble with the drug
scene, immorality, illegitimate children, shoplifting,
etc. Helped me take a mature view of the need for
an education so I could do something useful and
interesting with my life.

44



LIST OF SOURCE MATERIAL
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Child Psychology
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

1. Freud, Child Observations and Prediction of
Development, 13 Psychoanalytic Study of the Child 92,
97, 98 (1958) (emphasis added):

It was Ernst Kris himself who drew our attention
to the hopelessness of such clinical foresight in
what he had described as the first phase of
psychoanalytic child psychology. While we knew
no more of the predestined sequences of
development than the libidinal phases and “some
crucial conflicts and typical danger situations
related to the maturational sequence” (p.27),
prediction was not possible. There were too
many unknown factors which determined the
outcome of the child’s reactions to his
experiences and their genetic, economic, and
dynamic interrelations. . . . There remain o
number of factors which make clinical foresight,
L.e., prethction, difficult and hazardous. 1 narme
three of them here. (1) There is no guarantee
that the rate of maturational progress on the side
of ego development and drive development will
be an even one; and whenever one side of the
structure outdistances the other in growth, a
variety of unexpected and unpredictable
deviations from the norm will follow. (2) There is
still no way to approach the quantitative factor
in drive development, nor to foresee it; but most
of the conflict solutions within the personality
will, in the last resort, be determined by
gquantitative rather than by qualitative factors.
(3) The envirommental happenings in a child’s
life will always remain unpredictable since they
are not governed by any known laws.

2. Thomas & Chess, Genesis and Evolution of Behavioral
Disorders: From Infancy to Early Adult Life, 141 Am. J.
Psychiatry 9 (1984):

As we grow from childhood to maturity, all
of us have to shed many childhood illusions. As
the fleld of developmental studies has matured,

46



PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

we now have to give up the illusion that once we
know the young child’s psychological history,
subsequent personality and functioning is ipso
facto predictable.

3. J. Ziskin, Coping with Psychiatric and Psychological
Testimony, 104, 105 (2d ed. Supp. 1977) (emphasis
added):

The picture concerning reliability and validity of
psychiatric and psychological evaluaiions
remains grim, even in regard to clinical usages,
let alone the more rigorous requirements for use
in evidence. The current literature reflects
widespread agreement that reliability and
validity are unacceptably low.

4. H. Schaffer, The Growth of Sociability 15-17
(emphasis added):

Parents may be firmly convinced that the
particular experiences encountered by their baby
will mark him for good or ill for the rest of his
life, but when we {wrn fu stieniific sapport for
this assertion there is as yet not a single study
available which firmly and without ambiguity
demonstrates that a specific experience
impinging at one particular point of time in
early human development will leave permaneni
effects on that individual. Birth trauma, breast
or boltle feeding, type of toilet training,
swaddling practices—whatever their effects at
the time, the lasting imprint of such events has
not been demonstrated. The aphorism that the
child is father to the man remains an article of
faith rather than a scientifically supported
conclusion.

What are the forces that come to shape infant
behaviour? Here we find one of the major issues
that has divided psychologists in the past into,
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

on the one hand, those who see the child as
essentially an inert blob of clay that must be
moulded by forces impinging upon him from the
environment and, on the other hand, those who
consider the child preformed and look upon
development as largely an unfolding of inherent
tendencies. It is easy to assert that heredity and
environment must both play a part and there are
few who would go against such a safe viewpoint.
Yeti in practice, and particularly so in relation to
early development, we find the divergence of
opinion a real and often a heated one.

5. Chess, Developmental Theory Revisited, 26 Can. J.
Psychiatry 110, 111 (1979) (emphasis added):

The accumulation of research data in recent
years has by now made if clear that aur
“inability to make empirical predictions about
later personality from the early years” is indeed
“evidence of a developmental reality.” These
data have come most dramatically from lhe
major longitudinal studies—the type of study
which is uniquely suited fo examine the issue of
continuity over time. The same message has
come from all (5-7, 12), reaffirming the findings
of our own longitudinal studies. Similar
conclusions have come from the two major
comprehensive reviews of the recent literature
by Sameroff (9) and Clarke and Clarke (2).

The data offer no firm support for the
popular belief that certain events during the first
year can produce irreversible consequences in
either human or infrahuman infants (5).

6. Ellsworth & Levy, Legislative Reform of Child
Custody Adjudication, 4 L. Soc’y Rev. 199 (1969):

In general, studies show no clear advantage for
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

trained judges; psychologists are not consistently
better or worse than nonpsychologists (e.g.,
secretaries, college students, nurses), and clinical
training and experiences does not improve the
accuracy of global judgments. If anything,
clinical training and experience may be
somewhat detrimental and reduce judgmental
accuracy, or at least introduce systematic biases
such as greater emphasis on pathology and less
favorable prognoses. [ Mischel, 1968: 116; see
also Sarbin et al. 1940].

7. Dewing & Taft, Some Personality Characteristics of
the Parents of Creative Twelve-year-olds, 41 J.
Personality 81, 82 (1973):

A second demographic variable found to be
related to creative ability was unusual religious
belief. In particular, a disproportionately large
number of highly creative children were
Jehovah's Witnesses. Four children from the total
sample of 394 were members of this sect, and all
four showed high crexdive aifity. The giri who
gained the highest total score on the Torrance
tests, and the girl who was the only child, male
or female, to be included in the top 20 percent of
all five performance measures, were both
Jehovah’s Witnesses.

8. Sanua, Religion, Mental Health and Personality: A
Review of Empirical Studies, 125 Am. J. Psychiatry
1206 (1969):

What may be said at this point is that a
substantial number of additional empirical
findings would be necessary before any valid
conclusions could be drawn as to the relationship
between religiousness and mental health.
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9. Frideres, Offspring of Jewish Intermarriage: A Note,
35 Jewish Soc. Stud. 156 (1973):

The results concerning the remaining dependent
variables show that little difference is evident
between children of mixed and homogamous
marriages. The data relevant to this point does
not substantiate previous research which
suggested that children from mixed marriages
would be more psychologically “unstable” than
children from homogamous marriages.

10. Lynch, Mixed Marriages in the Aftermath of
“Matrimonia Mixta”, 11 J. Ecumenical Stud. 653 (1974)
(emphasis added):

Both parents should actively participate in the
religious upbringing of the children and not view
the responsibility as one of passive
“non-interference.” Pedagogicaily as well as
pastorally the combined religious influence of
both parents is most tmportant.

11. R. Mnookin, Child-Custody Adjudication: Judicial
I'unctions in the Face of Indeterminacy, Vol. 39, No. 3,
1975:

While psychiatrists and psychoanalysts have at
times been enthusiastic in claiming for
themselves the largest possible role in custody
proceedings, many have conceded that their
theories provide no reliable guide for predictions
about what is likely to happen to a particular
child. Anna Freud, who has devoted her life to
the study of the child and who plainly believes
that theory can be a useful guide to treatment,
has warned: “In spite of . . . advances there
remain factors which make clinical foresight, i.e.,
prediction, difficult and hazardous,” not the least
of which is that “environmental happenings in a
child’s life will always remain unpredictable since
they are not governed by any known laws.”
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PROFESSIONAL STUDIES IN CHILD PSYCHOLOGY

The difficulty of making accurate predictions is
shown clearly by a study undertaken by Joan
Macfarlane and her associates in Berkeley,
California. Using various tests and interviews, the
Berkeley group, during a thirty-year period,
studied a group of 166 infants born in 1929.
Their objective was to observe the growth
—emotional, mental, and physical—of normal
people. As Arlene Skolnick observed, “Over the
years this study has generated several significant
research findings, but the most surprising of all
was the difficulty of predicting what
thirty-year-old adults would be like even after
{he most sophisticated data had been gathered on
them as children.”



PREPARATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL
OR
PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION
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PREPARATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL OR PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION

Today the courts rely more and more on the
evaluations and recommendations of psychologists and
psychiatrists in determining the best interest of a child.
The process of psychological or psychiatric evaluation
may be relevant to the issue of whether the religious
teachings and beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses have any
harmful effect on children. Therefore, there is a growing
likelihood that both spouses as well as the children will
receive some type of psychological evaluation, whether
at the ingistence of the court or at the suggestion of an
attorney in preparing evidence to present the case. The
objective of this discussion is to help you understand and
prepare for a psychiatric or psychological evaluation.

In the past many have feared or distrusted mental
health care professionals. There is no basis or need for
such preconceived fear or distrust. Keep in mind that
the primary objective of the court proceeding and the
psychological or psychiatric examination is to determine
which parent is best suited to provide the child a secure
and safe home. Therefore, certain matters must be kept
clearly in mind:

1. Do not be unduly defensive or suspicious of
the health care professional’s role in the
evaluation process. Manyv people who work in
psychology and psychiatry have an interest in people
and care about people. They give their subjects the
benefit of the doubt. You should assume that they
will try to put your best interests first if you
cooperate with them. Try not to respond in a
defensive or hostile manner. The mental health care
professional with whom you are working has a job to
do. Cooperate with him and he will try to cooperate
with you.

2. FEveryone has had problems or difficulties in
their past and no one comes from a perfect
background. When questioned about difficult areas
or problems in the past, be honest and frank. Try to
show how the truth has helped you to overcome
psychological scars or problems, but do not
exaggerate or paint the truth in an unrealistic light,
claiming that all your problems have gone away
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PREPARATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL OR PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION

since you have learned Bible principles. Show how
Bible principles are helping you to cope with your
problems and present them in an honest, objective
manner.

3. Do not use the psychiatric session as an
opportunity to present Bible literature and
witness about the Kingdom hope. The health care
professional selected to evaluate you and your family
has an objective in mind. If court appointed, he is
required to present his findings to the court and you
will want to make it easy for him to do his job. The
psychologist is probably not interested in the Bible
principles that guide your life. Rather, he is
interested in understanding how you are applying
Bible principles in your home in order to produce a
healthy and well-balanced environment in which to
raise the child. In some circumstances it may be
appropeiate for you tu shidre your Hope abuut Gud's
Kingdom during an interview, but you should not
make it your ohjective to preach to the mental
health care professional who conducts the interview.

4. Show that you have a balanced view and that
the truth has helped you to maintain such a
view. Do not present yourself or the truth as rigid or
obsessive. Rather, show the evaluator that you are a
reasonable person by showing your flexibility and
responding in an open and nondefensive manner. For
example, questions about religious practices such as
not celebrating holidays will be a part of the
psychological examination. The mental health
professional will be interested in determining how
you, as a good parent, handle this practice with your
child. He will want to know whether or not you are
sensitive to the fact that your child may feel
unusual, left out, or alienated by what may be a
recent change in your religion.

You will want to take the initiative by showing
that you have a close and a loving bond with your
child, that you understand your child’'s honest
reactions to your religious practices, that you have
helped your child to develop a sense of security
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about the practice of his religion, and that he is not
merely parroting the expressions that you have
provided for him. If your child is to be tested, you
should also try to prepare him or her to face the
experience with an open and positive attitude.

5. M you do not understand a question, ask for
clarification. If you are asked a question you do not
understand or if you feel that the interviewer is
getting at something other than what is stated, you
should calmly ask the evaluator to restate or
rephrase the question so that you may provide an
accurate answer.

6. You may be asked questions about your
refusal to take blood or blood products. You may
be guestioned about whether you would permit your
child to die because of your refusal to consent to a
blood transfusion. Rather than just explaining your
hope in your child’s resurrection in God’s new world
and deemphasizing the importance of your child’s
life in this system, show a balanced view and state in
positive terms the medical steps that you would take
to assure the child had the best possible medical
tregipresi ovaiiabie. Be prepared to discuss with the
evaluator specific alternative medical treatments
which would be available to the child if some doctor
was of the opinion that blood was needed. You do
not want to give the impression that your religion
requires you to allow your child to die should a
medical emergency arise.

7. What is not said is often as important as
what is said. Remember to maintain good eye
contact with your evaluator. Sit up straight and try
to relax as you speak with the evaluator. Act as if
you were speaking to someone in whom you could
confide. Use a calm and measured tone of voice. Put
expression and feeling into your voice so that you
are able to communicate in an honest and natural
way. Do not feel intimidated by your evaluator but
try to put your evaluator at ease.
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8. You are on display as one of Jehovah’s
Witnesses. When appearing for the evaluation
remember to be punctual and to dress in an
appropriate manner, a manner befitting a minister of
Jehovah. Since the health care professional is trained
to do this type of evaluation, to the degree
reasonable allow him to ask the questions and do not
try to control or restructure the interview. Not every
question has a hidden meaning. You do not want to
present yourself as one who is paranoid or afraid to
communicate honestly.

In addition to a conversational, clinical evaluation,
you may be asked to take certain psychological tests
which are designed to help the evaluator understand
your personality and your ability to care for the best
interests of the child. There are a variety of tests which
may be used. Some tests focus on your intelligence and
thinking ahility. The Wechsler Intelligence Test appears
to be a w1dely “administered test. The Wechsler test is a
series of tests and may be used for adults as well as
children over the age of four. In addition to testing
intelligence, this series of tests may also be used to
measure the examinee’s ability to formulate ideas and
overall intelligence.

Other types of tests are designed to categorize the
type of personality. A commonly used test is the
Rorschach Test. It uses ink blots. The examinee will be
shown a series of ink blots and will be asked to describe
what they look like, or what the examinee thinks they
might be. There are no right or wrong answers.
However, if you have a defensive or hostile attitude
about taking the exam, this attitude may influence the
findings. Your responses will be recorded and scores,
ratings, and interpretations will be derived therefrom.
This test is used for adults as well as children of school
age. Other tests involve use of pictures or diagrams,
word associations, sentence completion, or expressive
drawings.

Often more objective tests and scales are used. For
example, the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality
Inventory (MMPI) is widely used to test for certain
personality traits. It consists of about 550 statements and
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it calls on the examinee to answer “true,” “false” or
“cannot say.” The topics include family relationships,
sexual and religious attitudes as well as fears and
problems within the family. The interpretation of the
examinee’s MMPI score will take into consideration the
examinee’s background, ethnic group, sex, age, and
education.

Keep in mind that the objective of a psychological or
psychiatric evaluation is to determine whether or not
you are the parent who will provide the better home for
your child. The mental health professional is interested
in determining whether or not you have the personality
and emotional stability to provide for the physical,
mental, and emotional needs of your child. You must be
prepared to show in a positive, honest and frank manner
that you will provide for your child’s welfare and best
interests and that you are the parent more capable of
doing so. Do not be quick to attack your former spouse.
Rather, be prepared to show and present in an honest
way the loving and caring concern you have for your
child and the way in which you are able to express this
to the child. Show that you have already developed a
close, loving relationship with your child and that there
is nothing in your personality or religious practices that
would require the child not to be placed in yvour custodyv.

COPING WITH PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION

To help you understand how the foregoing general
principles can be applied, the following examples of
questions and answers are provided to assist you in a
psychological or psychiatric evaluation. As indicated, a
person being evaluated should not be unduly defensive
or suspicious of the health care professional’s role in the
evaluation process. You would want to answer any
questions openly, understanding that it is the role of the
mental health care professional to elicit information
from you. The following is an example of how NOT to
respond during the interview:

Q: Can you tell me about why you and your
ex-hushand divorced?
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A:  Why do you want to know? T know he’s
probably been spreading those lies about me. You're
probably going to take his side anyway.

Q@: Well, no. But your husband mentioned that
your religious beliefs have been a source of
differences. Can you tell me a little bit about your
religious beliefs?

A: You know, you psychiatrists don’t even
believe in the Bible. You're always negative against
someone who practices the Bible. Matthew said we'd
be persecuted by persons like you. Besides, you
psychiatrists are more mixed up than anyone. I hear
you get more divorces and commit suicide more than
anyone else.

@: Idon’t know if I agree with all that. But I
would like to know more about your religious heliefs.

A: Well, I'm glad you asked. I've got my Bible
here and T'd like to read you these scriptures. Also, I
brought several articles from The Watchtower, the
Reasoning book and this Blood booklet. Here—take
all of these and you can learn what the Bible says.

Q: Okay. Your husband says here that you
don’t believe in celebrating Christmas.

A: Tt’s right here in the Reasoning book about
holidays. Just read it. If you celebrate Christmas, it’s
a lie. Christ was not born on December 25. We're not
liars, so we don't lie to our children. I don’t know if
you lie to your kids, do you? I can't believe how
people lie to their children. Did you know that
Christmas gifts cause depression in children?

Honest, direct, and nondefensive responses give a

clear and accurate picture. The examiner does not
expect that you have had a perfect life. Obviously, there
have been some problems or rocky areas in your life.
Therefore, you should feel free to talk about these
situations objectively and with confidence. Here is an
exampie to help you see the difference from the
preceding interview:
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@: When did you get married to John?

A: 1 married him when I was just 19 years old.
I was glad to get out of the house, and I really
thought I loved him when we were married.

@: Oh, I see. And how long did the marriage
last?

A: We were married for 10 years. It wasn’t a
good marriage right from the start.

Q: What do you mean by that?

A: We were never close. I was young, and he
was young. There was a lot of arguing and fighting
about everything. When we had a child, things got
worse. Neither one of us were ready for being
parents, especially him.

Q: And what do you mean when you said ‘he
wasn't ready for being a parent’?

A: For the first six months he rarely even held
Lisa. He would stay out late at night because she
cried a lot. You know, I really think he loves Lisa
now, but he rarely showed her much attention when
we were together.

Q: I see. And what brought about the end of
the marriage?

A: When he had an affair, I just couldn't take
it anymore. He claims I drove him to it by becoming
one of Jehovah's Witnesses. He was always highly
critical of my beliefs and even became outwardly
hostile at times. I think he was just using my
religion as an excuse. When 1 wouldn't take him
back, he wanted to get back at me by trying to take
custedy of my Lisa.

@: And why do you think he was so critical of
your beliefs?

A:  Well, doctor, I’'m not a psychiatrist, but I
think he was insecure about my sincere and
dedicated interest in the Bible. He always seemed to
feel I would lose interest in him and not have
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respect for his opinions. He claimed I tried to force
religion on him. But that’s not true. He has the right
to his own opinions. He claimed I was always going
to meetings, reading the Bible, and talking with
people about the Bible. You know, it’s true that my
religious activities occupied more of my time, but I
feel I was balanced.

Q: And what do you mean, you felt you were
balanced?

A: As one of Jehovah's Witnesses, I learned
that 1 had to be balanced in caring for the needs of
my family. I really tried to be a better wife by
showing him more kindness and love. I tried to have
the house cleaned and food on the table when I
attended my meetings. I didn’t neglect him as he
claims, but rather, I improved. Unfortunately, it
seemed that the harder I tried to be a better wife,
the worse ke got. It seemea that my being a better
person was overshadowed by being one of Jehovah's
Witnesses. I don’t want to give you the impression 1
was perfect. I made my mistakes. But I really feel 1
tried.

And T don’t want to sound like he’s all bad. In
fact, he was a very good provider. Around the house
he was very helpful in fixing and repairing things.
You know, underneath his critical feelings about my
religious beliefs, I always felt that he was very
sensitive but he just couldn’t show it. I don’t love
him anymore. But I do feel compassion for him. I'm
really angry and hurt that he would try to get back
at me by taking my Lisa and saying I'm a religious
fanatic. You know, doctor, I really think there’s more
to it than just the religion.

A court will be interested in examining vour
religious beliefs. A popular issue raised when one mate is
not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses is the fact that Jehovah's
Witnesses do not celebrate holidays like Christmas and
birthdays. You must be prepared to respond to this issue
in an honest and direct manner. The psychologist will
want to know whether your children are actually
damaged or hindered by your religious convictions. This
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presents a fine opportunity for you to show that your
religious beliefs are not detrimental fo your child’s
well-being. Rather, when viewed in the proper
perspective, comparing the love and affection you offer
your child and the other opportunities for enjoyable
times as a family, the lack of celebration of holidays
such as Christmas and birthdays poses no serious threat
to the child’s well-being.

@: I noticed from the report your spouse claims
you don’t allow your child to celebrate holidays like
Christmas and birthdays.

A: ‘That'’s true. We don’t participate in these
holidays because they’re not accurately based on the
Bible. For example, Christ was not born on
December 25, but in the fall of the year. When
viewed realistically, how could there have been
shepherds in the flelds in the wintertime? We believe
that our children should not be told that Santa Claus
exists when it’s just not true. You know, I'm aware
that my child might feel left out, so I make an extra
effort to compensate for not celebrating Christmas.
I'm not opposed to giving gifts; in fact, I regularly
give gifts to Lisa all year round. And more important
than material things, I feel that I show Lisa a lot of
iove. I try 1o build a realiy ciose reialionship with
her by spending a lot of time with her. You know,
doctor, my ex-husband claims that by not celebrating
those holidays our child is going to be psychological-
ly damaged. But if that were really so, what about
the millions of Orientals and Africans who also don’t
celebrate these holidays? I just can’t believe that
they’re going to be psychologically damaged by not
celebrating Christmas.

@: Yes, that's true. You mentioned that you try .
to show extra interest and love to Lisa. Can you
elaborate on what you do?

A: There are many times when we just sit and
talk. Lisa likes to come in after school and discuss
her day with me. When she brings home a school
project that she’s really proud of, I {ry to stop what
I'm doing and praise her. I also like to include her in
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some of the household duties like cooking, sewing,
and things like that. It gives me an opportunity to
teach her things. I really enjoy being with her. Also,
I really try to build her self-esteem and encourage
her in her artwork. You know, she really has
potential. Sometimes she gets discouraged because
she wants to do better. So I encourage her.

Q: Yes. Very interesting. Is there anything
else?

A:  Well, that's about it. Wait—there is one
more thing. I do spend time studying the Bible with
her. I feel it’'s important that she learn something
about Jehovah God.

-@:  And what do you teach your child in these
Bible studies?

A: T try to teach her ahout some fundamental
principles like honesty and why it is important. Also,
we study about showing love to others, being kind,
forgiving, and things like that.

Above all, the mental health care professional will
want to know what type of relationship you have with
your child. You want fo communicate the fact that your
religious beliefs have helped you to become a better
parent. You will want to show that a Christian parent is
capable of providing for the emotional and physical
needs of the child, as well as the child’s spiritual needs.
Take the opportunity to show that a warm, loving bond
already exists between you and your child, so that any
disruption to this bond will be detrimental to the child.

The mental health care professional who is
conducting the interview may know very little about the
religious teachings and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
Therefore, you will want to use language and
illustrations that will help the examiner to clearly
understand the lifestyle of a Christian. You will want to
present yourself as one who follows the teachings of the
Seriptures, not as one who is dogmatic and a slave to
rules. By reasoning, help the examiner to see that the
course you have selected is a course of wisdom and
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reason. The following dialogue is an example of how you
might explain the fact that Christians attend five
Bible-based meetings each week and are encouraged to
devote additional time for personal Bible study:

A:  Well, Lisa generally comes with me. Our
meetings are much like a classroom. We usually
have someone giving a reading, a discussion about a
RBible topic. We encourage all, young and old, to
learn to really reason and think about a matter.
Rather than just telling Lisa what to think, I
encourage her to use her mind. As one of Jehovah's
Witnesses, I feel that the Bible encourages us to use
our God-given conscience.

Q@: Can you give me an example of that?

A:  Yes. You know God tells us to show love and
kindness. Let’s say that Lisa is out playing ball with
another child, and she takes something that is not
hers. 1 would reason with her about it, helping her to
understand why it is wrong, rather than just
punishing her or demanding that she be honest. It
may sound simple, but as a parent, you know it is a
very difficult process. I try my best.

Q: Okay. And how often do you go to these
meetings?

A: We have five hours of meetings a week. To
some, that may sound like a lot. But it’s about the
same number of hours a student would spend in one
class at school a week. It’s a relatively small number
of hours if you think that there are 168 hours in a
week. It's actually less than three percent.

Like holidays and the celebration of Christmas,
Jehovah's Witnesses’ position on the use of blood is
controversial and is often raised as an issue of contention
by an unbelieving mate. You want reasonably to stress
the fact that you are not opposed to medical treatment.
Rather, as a sound, thinking person, you desire to have
medical treatment for your minor child in the event of a
medical crisis. However, because of the Scriptural
admonition regarding blood, and the many serious
medical dangers associated with blood transfusions, you
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want to show your reasonableness in the fact that you
have already investigated medical alternatives to the use
of blood. You should be prepared to talk about these
alternatives in some detail, showing that you are capable
and prepared to care for the child’s physical needs:

Q: As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses you don't
believe in blood transfusions, do you?

A: That’s true. Our position on blood
transfusions is primarily a religious one, but we also
know there are many medical dangers from blood.
We take our position on this issue from various
scriptural references, such as Acts 15:28, 29 and
Leviticus 17:13, 14. These scriptures point out that
we should avoid the use of blood in our bodies. 'm
sure you, as a doctor, are already aware of the
potential medical complications that can arise from
blood transfusions, such as hepatitis and AIDS.
Because of our stand, some feei that we refuse all
medical treatment. But this is just not true. We fully
utilize medical doctors. In the area of transfusions,
we do accept non-blood volume expanders such as
saline solution, Ringer’s lactate, dextran, etc.
Perhaps you’d like to read about the medical aspects
of our stand. 1 have a copy of an article that
appeared in The Journal of the American Medical
Association on this question of Jehovah’s Witnesses
and blood transfusions. (Reproduced in the Awake!
of June 22, 1982, pages 25-27.)

Doctor, you might be reassured to know that I
have made medical provisions to ensure that Lisa
will receive proper medical attention if and when she
needs it. For example, I have a doctor who has
agreed fo respect our views on blood. Also, if an
emergency should arise, I've made arrangements to
have my child transported to a hospital with doctors
that specialize in surgery on Jehovah’s Witnesses.

@: Thank you. That was very interesting. I'll
take the article. To be honest with you, I don’t know
if I'll have time to read it. But I'll certainly try.
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The Society has published numerous articles con-
cerning child-rearing, marriage, and other areas affecting
family life. You may want to consult the Waich Tower
Publications Index for information on a particular sub-
ject.

However, we suggest that you review the pr1nc1p1es
outlined in the following articles:

Separation and Divorce

“Family Problems Solved by Bible Counsel,” The
Watchtower, November 1, 1986, pages 26-31.

“Who Gets the Child?” “Child Custody—Should
Religion. Be an Issue?” and “Acting in Your Child’s
Best Interests,” Awake!, October 22, 1988, pages
3-14.

“When Marital Peace Is Threatened,” and “Has God
Called You to Peace?” The Watchtower,
Naovember 1, 1988, pages 20-30.

“I Need a Lawyer!” Awake!, March 8, 1979, pages 7-9.

Child-Rearing

“Building Christian Personalities in Our Children,” The
Watchtower, July 1, 1991, pages 24-27.

“Parents—How Can You ‘Build Up’ Your Home?” The
Watchtower, November 1, 1986, pages 21-25.

“Single Parents Coping in Today's World,” The
Watchtower, September 15, 1980, pages 15-20.

“Questions from Readers,” The Walchtower,
November 15, 1960, page 703, “What stand should
children of dedicated Christian parents take in
regard to their school’s holiday art activities? What
about the Christmas program with its singing of
Christmas songs? What about schoolroom birthday
celebrations?”
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“Questions from Readers,” The Watchlower,
December 1, 1960, page 735, “What Scriptural
principles guide in the training of children in homes
where one parent is a dedicated Christian witness of
Jehovah and the other is not?”

Blood Transfusions

“Questions From Readers,” The Watchtower, June 1,
1990, pages 30-31.

“Questions From Readers,” The Watchtower, March 1,
1989, pages 30-31.

“Jehovah's Witnesses—The Surgical/Ethical
Challenge,” Awake!, June 22, 1982, pages 25-27.

Higher Education

“What Career Should I Choose?” Awake!, May 8, 1989,
pages 12-14,

“Education—What It Costs, What It Offers,” The
Watchtower, July 15, 1982, pages 12-15.
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INTRODUCTION

This booklet is designed to help parents and their attorneys
prepare for litigation involving child custody and visitation
disputes. The overriding concern in every custody suit is the
welfare and best interests of the child. In deciding which par-
ent will better provide for a child’s best interests, courts can
examine all aspects of the child’s physical, emotional, and
spiritual welfare in either household. Thus religious practices
and teachings may be a subject of inquiry by opposing counsel
and the court.

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that “[a]ll Scripture is inspired
of God .and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting
things straight.” (2 Timothy 3:16) Jehovah’s Witnesses there-
fore devote themselves to the study of God’s Word, the Holy
Bibte. (John 17:3; Matthew 4:4) From their study of the Bibte,
Jehovah’s Witnesses have learned that marriage and family life
are divinely instituted arrangements (Genesis 2:22-24; Genesis
1:27, 28; Matthew 19:9), and that children are blessings from
God. (Psalms 127:3-5) Witness parents therefore seriously
heed the Bible counsel to provide for their children’s physical,
emotional and spiritual needs. (1 Timothy 5:8; Deuteronomy
6:4-9) It is the goal of every reasonable Witness parent to
raise healthy, well-adjusted children who know and love their
Creator, Jehovah God, and who observe his standards of hon-
esty, morality and righteousness.—Ephesians 6:4; 1 Timothy
3:15; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.

Disputes over child custody can be an ordeal. But with
careful preparation and full reliance on Jehovah God, success
is attainable—Psalm 43:1; 1 Peter 3:12.
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- RELIGION AS A FACTOR IN CHILD
CUSTODY AND VISITATION DISPUTES

While there are many divorced parents, there are no di-
vorced children. Dissolution of a marriage does not dissolve
the parent-child relationship. To the extent it is within the
court’s power, a minor child’s association with both of his
divorced parents should be as open and unrestricted as possi-
ble under the circumstances. Any court orders that needlessly
suppress the development or continuation of full and rich
association between parent and child do not serve the child’s
bést interests.

A brief overview of the law is provided to assist an attorney
in preparing a defense. It is not designed to equip the non-
attorney with the knowledge necessary to conduct his or her
own case. While the decision to represent oneself is a personat
matter, it should be understood that this overview is not a
substitute for competent legal representation.

The Best Interests of the Child

All jurisdictions' look to the child’s welfare and best inter-

! Ala., Code § 30-3-1 (1989); Alaska Stat. § 25.20.060 (1991); Ariz.
Rev. Stat. Ann, § 25.332 (Supp. 1992); Ark. Code Ann. § 9-13-203
(1991); Cal. Civil Code § 4608 (West Supp. 1993}; Colo. Rev, Stat. § 14-
10-124 (1987); Conn. Gen, Stat. Ann, § 46b-56 (West 1986); Del. Code
Ann. tit. 13, § 722 (Supp. 1990); D.C. Code Ann. § 16-914 (1989); Fla.
Stat, Ann. § 61.13 (West Supp. 1993); Ga. Code Ann. § 19-9-1 (Supp.
1992); Haw. Rev. Stat. § 571-46 (Supp. 1992); Idaho Code § 32-717
(Supp. 1992); Ill. Ann. Stat. ch. 40, para. 602 (Smith-Hurd Supp. 1992);
Ind. Code Ann. § 31-1-11.5-21 (Burns 1987); lowa Code Ann, § 598.41
(West Supp. 1992); Kan. Stat. Ann. § 60-1610(a)(3) (Supp. 1992); Ky.
Rev. Stat. Ann, § 403.270 (Michie/Bobbs-Merrill 1984); La. Civ. Code
Ann, art. 131 (West Supp. 1993); Me. Rev. Stat. Ann. tit, 19, § 752(5)
(West Supp. 1992); Md. Code Ann., Family Law § 9-204(a)(2) (1991);
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ests as the paramount consideration in child custody cases.
While ensuring a child’s best interests is ideally the objective in
every custody or visitation dispute, attaining that ideal is diffi-
cult. Assessing which factors promote or hinder a child’s best
interests? is a highly subjective task.

Assumptions about which interests are “best” for a child
undoubtedly have been shaped by history and dominant social

Mass. Ann., Laws ch. 208, § 31 (Law. Co-op. Supp. 1993); Mich, Comp.
Laws Ann. § 722.23 (West Supp. 1990); Minn. Stat. Ann. § 518.17 (West
Supp. 1993); Miss. Code Ann. § 93-5-24 (Supp. 1992); Mo. Ann, Stat.
§ 452,375 (Vernon Supp. 1992); Mont. Code Ann. § 40-4-212 (1991);
Neb. Rev. Stat. § 42-364 (Supp. 1992); Nev. Rev. Stat. Ann. § 125.480
(Michie 1993); N.H. Rev. Stat. Ann, § 458:17 (1992); N.]. Stat, Ann,
§ 9:2-4 (West 1993); N.M. Stat. Ann. § 40-4-9 (Michie 1989); N.Y.
Dem. Rel, Law § 240 {MeKinmey Supp. 19937 N.C. Cen. Stat. § 36-13.2
(1987): N.D. Cent. Code § 14-09-06.1 (1991); Ohio Rev. Code Ann,. §
3109.04 (Anderson Supp. 1992); Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 43, § 109 (West
1990); Or. Rev. Stat. § 107,137 (1991); 23 Pa. Cons. Stat. Ann. § 5301
(1991); R.1. Gen. Laws § 15-14-2 (1988); S.C. Code Ann. § 20-3-160
(Law. Co-op. 1985); S.D. Codified Laws Ann, § 25-5-7.1 (1992); Tenn.
Code Ann. § 36-6-101 (1991); Tex. Family Code Ann. § 14.07 (West
Supp. 1993); Utah Code Ann, § 30-3-10 (1989); Vt. Stat. Ann. tit. 15, §
665 (1989); Va. Code Ann. § 20-107.2 (Michie Supp. 1992); Wash. Rev.
Code Ann. § 26.09.184 (Supp. 1993); W. Va. Code § 48-2-15 (Supp.
1992); Wis. Stat, Ann. § 767.24 (West Supp. 1992); Wyo. Stat. § 20-2-
113 (1987). See generally 1 . Atkinson, Modern Child Custody Practice §
4.02 (1986): 2 |. McCahey, M. Kaufman, C. Kraut, D, Gaffner, M. Silver-
man & ], Zett, Child Custody & Visitation Law and Practice § 10.02
(1989).

2 As § 402 of the Uniform Marriage and Divorce Act, 9A U.L.A. 628
(1970), shows, the “best interests” of the child typically includes (but is
not limited to): (a) the wishes of the child’s parent or parents; (b) the
wishes of the child; (c) the interaction and interrelationship of the child
with his or her parent or parents, siblings, and any other person who may
significantly affect the child’s best interest; (d) the child’s adjustment to
home, school, and community; (e) the mental and physical health of all
individuals involved. o

|
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customs. While such cultural influences are not inherently

problematic, they may allow stereotypes to color which inter-
ests are considered “best” for a child when one parent has
embraced the values of a misunderstood and consequently
unpopular minority. Courts must be careful not to consciously
or unconsciously adopt some standardized “all American”
ideal as their guide to ensuring a child’s best interests. As the
Supreme Court said in Meyer v. Nebraska, 262 U.S. 390, 402,
43 S. Ct. 625, 628 (1923), the state’s desire “to foster a ho-
mogeneous people with American ideals” does not justify
interference with fundamental constitutional rights.?

Religion—A Factor In Custody Disputes

While state and federal constitutional provisions protect
free exercise of religion, freedom of speech and association,
parental autonomy, and freedom from state imposed religion,
it is generally accepted that the child’s best interests is a state
interest of superior importance to the parent’s constitutionally
protected rights. Therefore, although trial courts endeavor to
inaintain a position of impartiality toward religious affiliation
and training, religion may become a factor which is properly
considered by the trial court.

Religion is properly considered in a custody determination
only when one parent establishes that exposure to the other
parent’s religion is harmful to the child. This harm is not some
distant ill-defined emotional or psychological harm, rather

3 See also Moore v. City of E. Cleveland, 431 U.S. 494, 506, 97 S. Ct.
1932, 1939 (1977) (“Constitution prevents [the state] from standardizing
its children—and its adults—by forcing all to live in certain narrowly
defined family patterns.”); Pierce v. Society of the Sisters, 268 U.S. 510,
535, 45 S. Ct. 571, 573 (1925) (“The fundamental theory of liberty upon
which all governments in this Union repose excludes any general power of
the state to standardize its children . . . . The child is not the mere creature
of the state.”) '"



there must be an affirmative showing that the child’s welfare is
imminently and substantially threatened by exposure to the
parent’s religious beliefs. Once the threshold evidence has
been presented that harm exists, one commentator summa-
rized the court’s task as follows:

In cases where threatened harm resulting from religious
beliefs is alleged, the court should make a factual finding
regarding the imminence and substantiality of the threat. If
the threat is imminent and substantial, the court may con-
sider those beliefs in making the custody award, However, if
there is an alternative less restrictive than depriving the pat-
ent of custody, then the court must pursue that less restric-
tive infringement on the parent’s constitutional rights.

Mangrum, Exclusive Reliance on Best Interest May Be Uncon-
stitutional: Religion as a Factor in Child Custody Cases, 15
Creighton L. Rev. 25, 71 (1981) [hereinafter, Mangrum, Ex-
clusive Reliance on Best Interest]. The crucial need for clear
and convincing evidence of immediate and substantial harm as
opposed to evidence that amounts to nothing more than reli-
gious prejudice or speculation about some uncertain emotional
or psychological harm to the child has been recognized by
numerous courts that have considered this issue. See, e.g.,
Pater v. Pater, 588 N.E.2d 794 (Ohio 1992); LeDoux v.
LeDoux, 452 NW.2d 1 (Neb. 1990); Zummo v. Zummo, 574
A.2d 1130 (Pa. Super. 1990); Khalsa v. Khalsa, 751 P.2d 715
(N.M. Ct. App.), cert. denied, 751 P.2d 700 (N.M. 1988):
Hanson v. Hanson, 404 N.W.2d 460 (N.D. 1987); In re Mar-
riage of Mentry, 190 Cal. Rptr. 843 (Ct. App. 1983); In re
Marriage of Hadeen, 619 P.2d 374 (Wash. 1980); see also
Felton v. Felton, 418 N.E.2d 606 (Mass. 1981); Waites v.
Waites, 567 S.W.2d 326 (Mo. 1978); Johnson v. Johnson, 564
- P.2d 71 (Alaska 1977), cert. denied, 434 U.S. 1048 (1978);
but see In re Marriage of Short, 698 P.2d 1310 (Colo. 1985);
Morris v. Morris, 412 A.2d 139 (Pa. Super. 1979); Clift v.

—

'Clift, 346 So. 2d 429 (Ala. Civ. App.), cert. denied, 346 So.

2d 439 (Ala. 1977).

The need for clear and affirmative evidence that the threat-
ened danger is immediate and substantial is especially impor-
tant when the court is faced with allegations of religion-based
harm to a child’s “normalcy.” Without the prerequisite of clear
and affirmative evidence of immediate and substantial danger,
expert and non-expert predictions of psychological harm dge
to a parent’s ‘abnormal’ religious beliefs can easily result in
curtailment of a parent’s fundamental freedoms.

Civil courts lack the competence to judge the “normalcy”
or relative merits of different religions. As the United States
Supreme Court emphasized over 100 years ago, “The law
knows no heresy, and is committed to the support of no dog-
ma, the establishment of no sect.” Warson v. fones, 80U U.S.
(13 Wall.) 679, 728 (1872). “[R]eligious beliefs need not l?e
acceptable, logical, consistent, or comprehensible to others in
order to merit First Amendment protection.” Thomas v. Re-
view Bd. of Indiana Employment Sec., 450 U.S. 707, 714,
101 S. Ct. 1425, 1430 (1981).

By what standard is a secular court to judge the essentigl
features of competing religions? The federal district court in
Barnette v. West Virginia State Board of Education, 47 F.
Supp. 251 (8.D. W. Va. 1942), aff'd, 319 U.S. 624, 63 S. Ct.
1178 (1943), described the futility of such an undertaking:

Courts . . . have nothing to do with determining the reason-
ableness of [religious] belief. That is necessarily a matter of
individual conscience. There is hardly a group of religious
people to be found in the world who do not hold to beliefs
and regard practices as important which seem utterly foolish
and lacking in reason to others equally wise and religious;
and for the courts to attempt to distinguish between religious
beliefs or practices on the ground that they are reasonable or

Tl
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unreasonable would be for them to embark u

_ pon a hopeless
underltakmg and one which would inevitably result in thpé end
of religious liberty.

{d' at 2_53.“ If a pa'rent’s religious beliefs or practices are not
illegal, 1mmoral_0r. inimical to public health, welfare or social
order, what basis is there for burdening that parent’s religious

*In United States v. Ballard, 322 U.S. 78, 86-87, 64 S. Ct. 882, 886-
88‘7 (1944), a case involving criminal sanctions rather than the der,lial of
chﬂ.d custody or visitation because of religious belief and practice, the
United States Supreme Court described not only the unconstitutio;lalit
but the hopelessness of a secular court’s examination of religion. ’

[The First Amendment] embraces the right to maintain theories of
?& and of death amd o *"t rereafter which are rank heresy to
oﬂowF:rs of the orthodox faiths. Heresy trials are foreign to our
Constitution. Men may believe what they cannot prove. They ma

nfat be put to the proof of their religious doctrines or beliefs Reli)-;
gious experiences which are as real as life to some may be iﬁcom-
prehensible to others. Yet the fact that they may be beyond the ken
of mortals does not mean that they can be made suspect before the
law. Many take their gospel from the New Testament. But it would
hs'srdly be supposed that they could be tried before a jury charged
with the duty of determining whether those teachings contained
fa!scle .rcpresentations. The miracles of the New Testament, the
Dmmt‘y of Christ, life after death, the power of prayer are de:ep in
the rehgljous convictions of many. If one could be sent to jail be-
cause a jury in a hostile environment found those teachings false
little 11}deed would be left of religious freedom. The Fathers of thé
Co.r1§t1tution were not unaware of the varied and extreme views of
religious sects, of the violence of disagreement among them, and
of the lack of any one religious creed on which all men \;ould
agree. They fashioned a charter of government which envisaged
the .widesr possible toleration of conflicting views. Man’s relation
tg his God was made no concern of the state. He was granted the
right to worship as he pleased and to answer to no man for the
verity of his religious views.

—_—

freedom? See Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U.S. 205, 92 8. Ct.
1526 (1972); Stone v. Stone, 133 P.2d 526 (Wash. 1943).

Burdening a parent’s fundamental constitutional rights
runs headfirst into a long line of United States Supreme Court

precedent establishing

that the state has no power to intervene against parental
control simply to ensure that the child’s development will be
“normal.” Likewise, in custody cases where unorthodox
religious beliefs are involved, the court cannot constitutional-
ly prefer one parent simply because that parent’s religious
beliefs are more conducive to the child’s “normal” develop-

ment. . . .

... [Wihere religious beliefs merely affect the normalcy

of the home environment, particularly as regards civic duties
and social opportunities, it would be unconstitutional to

consider such beliefs as part of the best interests equation in
deciding custody issues.

Mangrum, Exclusive Reliance on Best Interest, 15 Creighton L.
Rev. at 68, 72-73. As the court said in Clift v. Clift, 346 So.
2d 429 (Ala. Civ. App. 1977): “Questions regarding the cele-
bration of Christmas and birthdays or relating to participation
in the electoral process or military service are not within the
ambit of religious views which may reasonably be construed as
endangering the mental or physical health of the child.” Id. at
435; accord Smith v. Smith, 367 P.2d 230, 233 (Ariz. 1961);
Cory v. Cory, 161 P.2d 385 (Cal. Ct. App. 1945). More te-
cently, the Supreme Court of Ohio has held that “custody may
not be denied to a parent solely because she will not encour-
age her child to salute the flag, celebrate holidays, or partici-
pate in extracurricular activities.” Pater v. Pater, 588 N.E.2d

794, 797 (Ohio 1992).



More is needed than speculation and surmise, even if by
mental health experts. While laymen and experts are entitled to
their private opinions and prejudices, trial courts, as arms of
the state, are not at liberty to adopt such discriminatory think-
ing under the guise of the child’s “best interests.” Palmore v.

Sidoti, 466 U.S. 429, 433, 104 S. Ct 1879, 1882 (1984); .

Khalsa v. Khalsa, 751 P.2d 715 (N.M. Ct. App), cert. denied,
751 P.2d 700 (N.M. 1988). The religious intolerance and bias
of one parent or even a mental health expert or judge should
never be allowed to determine child custody. If evidence
against the Witness parent’s religion amounts to nothing more
than prejudicial expert or non-expert speculation about vague
emotional or psychological harm, the court must be vigilant in
upholding fundamental constitutional rights when the exercise

of such rights in fact poses no immediate and substantial harm
to the child.

Religion—A Factor In Visitation Rights Cases

When the non-custodial parent is a member of a “minori-
ty” religion, the “majoritarian” parent often argues that expo-
sure to the non-custodial parent’s religion during periods of
visitation will be harmful and that the non-custodial parent
should be restricted from having the child accompanying him
or her to religious services during periods of visitation.

Ready assumptions about confusion and conflict unavoid-
ably flowing from exposure to different religions are not sup-
ported by the psychological literature. As the following ex-
cerpts show, religious differences between parents do not
automatically lead to confusion, conflict, and harm:

[Llittle difference is evident between children of mixed and
homogamous marriages. The data relevant to this point does

10

T e

e

not substantiate previous research which suggested that ‘chil-
dren from mixed marriages would be more psyc:hologlcally
“unstable” than children from homogamous marriages.

Frideres, Offspring of Jewish Intermarriage: A Note, 35 Jewish
Soc. Stud. 149, 156 (1973).

Both parents should actively participate in the religlioyls up-
bringing of the children and not view the r.'eSpOI'ISlblhty as
one of passive “non-interference.” Pedagogically as well as
pastorally the combined religious influence of both parents is
most important.

Lynch, Mixed Marriages in the Aftermath of “Matrimonia Mix-
ta,” 11 J. Ecumenical Stud. 637, 653 (1974). Sfee also Sam_:e_l,
Religion, Mental Health, and Personality: A Review of Empiri-
cal Studies. 125 Am. [. Psychiatry 1203 (1969).

To assume that young children will be torn because of
their parent’s supposed religious differences is pure specula-
tion. Such speculation ignores both the uncertainty an(! error
of psychological prediction, as well as the benefn} t?ze child will
gain from being exposed to the values and convictions of both
of his parents.

There are a variety of sources available which_my be use-
ful in showing that exposure to both parents’ .rchgu:,)us behe.fs
can be helpful and stimulating. For their children’s benefl_t,
parents of differing religions are encouraged to expose their
children to the religions of both parents. Author Lee F. Gru-
zen gives the following advice:

Accept the fact that differences are part of the Jewish/ Chris-

tian experience. . . . Be patient. . . . Enjoy what’s common
and shared. . . . Enjoy the diversity. . . .

11



[lere are [four] recommendations that have a special appli-

cation to today’s interfaith parents raising Jewish/ Christian
children.

1. Be clear and honest from the start. . . . 2. Offer chil-
dren a fair, informed exposure to both faiths, no matter what
religious choices the family has made. . . . 3. Be prepared for
the realities of organized religion. . . . 4. Last of all, free them
for their own choices.

L. Gruzen, Raising Your Jewish/Christian Child—Wise Choices
for Interfaith Parents 36-41, 143-149 (1987).

On the issue of diversity, Judy Petsonk and Jim Remsen,
authors of The Intermarriage Handbook—A Guide for Jews and
Christians (1988), encourage parents to affirm their children’s
religious/cultural duality and note the importance of full expo-
sure to both refigious and cultural differences in the family.
These authors agree with Steven Carr Reuben that the worst
message we can send children of a mixed faith background is
that the religious faith of one parent is bad or unimportant.

Children are confused when parents live lives of denial,
confusion, secrecy, and avoidance of religious issues. When
parents are open, honest, clear about their own beliefs, val-
ues, and patterns of celebration, children grow up with the
kind of security and sense of self-worth in the religious
realm that is so crucial to the development of their overall
self-esteem and knowledge of their place in the world.

S. Reuben, Raising Jewish Children In a Contemporary World
115 (1992).

Similar statements have been expressed by the judiciary in
different states. For example, the Supreme Judicial Court of
Massachusetts noted:

12

The law, however, tolerates and even encourages up to a
point the child’s exposure to the religious influences of both
parents although they are divided in their faiths. This, we
think, is because the law sees a value in “frequent and con-
tinuing contact” of the child with both its parents [citatiqn
omitted] and thus contact with the parents’ separate reli-
gious preferences. There may also be a value in letting the
child see, even at an early age, the religious models betwee'n
which it is likely to be led to choose in later life. And it is
suggested, sometimes, that a diversity of religious experience
is itself a sound stimulant for a child. See Smith v. Smith, 90
Ariz. 190, 194, 367 P.2d 230 (1961) (en banc) [footnote
omitted].

Felton v. Felton, 418 N.E.2d 606, 607-08 (Mass. 1981).

A Pennsylvania appellate court made a similar expression
when it observed:

It is important for courts to impose restrictions spa.rir}gly.
[Citation omitted.] Courts ought not to impose restrictions
which unnecessarily shield children from the true nature of
their parents unless it can be shown that some detrimental
impact will flow from the specific behavior o_f the parent.
The process of the children’s maturation requires that they
view and evaluate their parents in the bright light of reality.
Children who learn their parents’ weaknesses and strengths
may be able better to shape lifelong relationships with them.

Fatemi v. Fatemi, 489 A.2d 798, 801 (Pa. Super. 1985).

Also note the following comments from the Supreme Court
of Arizona: :

The foregoing should be dispositive of the appeal, how-
ever, there is a suggestion that the practices by appellant of
her beliefs were injurious to the child. Appellee points to the
language of the trial court:

-d
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“** *and I think I must recognize that any devia-

tion from the normal school routine brings a certain
amount of ridicule and criticism to the child which
is, of course, the basis of implanting neuroses in the
child.”

We are not unaware that deviation from the normal often
brings ridicule and criticism. We reject, however, the notion
that it is necessarily the basis for implanting neuroses. Criti-
cism is the crucible in which character is tested. Conformity
stifles the intellect fathering decadency. New ideas are the
rungs upon which mankind supports itself in the long climb
to perfection. It is sufficient to say until then, man’s person-
ality is not to be warped into a universal mold. A judgment
supported only by the tenuous threads of a possible neuroses
derived from deviation in normal activities will not withstand
the thrust of constitutional guarantees.

Smith v. Smuth, 367 P.2d 230, 233 (Ariz. 1961).

For this reason, state appellate courts that have considered
the issue of when the non-custodial parent’s right to expose
the child to his or her religious beliefs can be restricted have
unanimously held to the rule of law that restrictions on reli-
gious freedom are an abuse of discretion and contrary to the
best interests of the minor child unless there is a clear and
affirmative showing of present or immediate harm as a direct
result of such exposure. See Pater v. Pater, 588 N.E.2d 794
(Ohio 1992); LeDoux v. LeDoux, 452 N.W.2d 1 (Neb. 1990):
Zummo v, Zummo, 574 A.2d 1130 (Pa. Super. 1990); Khalsa
v. Khalsa, 751 P.2d 715 (Ct. App.), cert. denied, 751 P.2d
700 (N.M. 1988); Petition of Deierling, 421 N.W.2d 168
(Ilowa Ct. App. 1988); Hanson v. Hanson, 404 N.W.2d 460
(N.D. 1987); Matter of Marriage of Knighton, 723 S.W.2d
274 (Tex. App. 1987); Kelly v. Kelly, 524 A.2d 1330 (N.].
Super. 1986); In re Marriage of Mentry, 190 Cal. Rptr. 843
(Ca. Ct. App. 1983); Sanborn v. Sanborn, 465 A.2d 888
(N.H. 1983); Fisher v. Fisher, 324 N.-W.2d 582 (Mich. Ct.

14

App. 1982); Felton v. Felton, 418 N.E.2d 606 (Mass. 1981);
In re Marriage of Hadeen, 619 P.2d 374 (Wash. App. 1980);
In re Marriage of Murga, 163 Cal. Rptr. 79 (Ca. App. 1980);
Osier v. Osier, 410 A.2d 1027 (Me. 1980); Compton v. Gil-
more, 560 P.2d 861 (Idaho 1978); Robertson v. Robertson,
575 P.2d 1092 (Wash. App. 1978); Harris v. Harris, 343 So.
2d 762 (Miss. 1977); Munoz v. Munoz, 489 P.2d 1133
(Wash. 1971).
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LITIGATION STRATEGIES
i Settlement

? Settlement between the parties is always favored over liti-
' gation. As long as the compromise does not infringe the par-
ent’s or child’s conscience, every reasonable effort should be
made to settle the dispute. As the Awake! explained:

Obviously, when a family is broken and marriage part-
ners are separated, neither can have exclusive control of the
child. Both parents must be reasonable and willing to make
some concessions. Mediation requires negotiation. Negotia-
tion means neither parent gets everything he or she wants.

Never forget that the child has a right to receive input
from both parents. Therefore, it would be shortsighted for
one parent to demand prohibitions on a child’s attendance at
or participation in the religious, cultural, or social activities
of the other parent when the child is with that one. Likewise,
it would be inappropriate for a parent to take an absolute
position on a child’s school and extracurricular activities,
association, recreation, or post-secondary education without
due consideration for the other parent’s input and the child’s
individual choices.

For example, in a number of custody disputes in which a
parent is one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the other is not,
the couple have reached an amicable settlement by agreeing
that the non-Witness parent will have generous time with the
children throughout the year, including holidays and other
times that are of special importance to the non-Witness. The
parents have agreed to allow each other to have an active
input into the educational, social, and medical issues affect-
ing the children. After all, both parents brought the child
into the world and thus have a natural right to have a say in
his upbringing.

iz



The Witness parent should encourage the child to re-
spect the right of the non-Witness parent to have his own
religious views and to express appreciation for that one’s
kindnesses and gifts. If both parents consider what is best
for the children, restraint and reasonableness can prevail
over emotion and bruised pride.

Awake!, October 22, 1988, page 12.

Very often visitation schedules are written providing the
non-Witness parent with specific days for visitation, particular-
ly Christmas, Easter, birthdays, and other holidays which the
Witness parent does not celebrate. The non-Witness parent
has every right to have these celebrations in his or her home
with the child present. If there is no harm to the child, it is
unreasonable to think that the Witness parent may impose his
or her beliefs or values on the non-Witness parent during that
one's visitation. As specific attention is given to the needs of
the non-Witness parent to have the company of the minor
child during these holidays, specific language should be placed
in the order which assures that the child will be with the Wit-
ness parent during events which are of particular importance
to Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, the Memorial of the
Lord’s Evening Meal, circuit assembly weekend, special as-
sembly day, and the district convention,

As children of divorced parents grow older, they are often
made to feel guilty and uncomfortable when they are subjected
to abusive comments by one mate about the former mate’s
religion or way of life. Specific language can be used in a
settlement which prohibits the parent from conduct or com-
ments that would disturb the child. This would be particularly
important if the non-Witness parent is a disfellowshipped or
disassociated person, or someone who adamantly criticizes the
teachings of Jehovah’s Witnesses.

18

While settlement is preferable to a lengthy, expensive, and
emotionally-draining trial, settlement should not cost Witness
parents their right to expose their children to religious activi-
ties. If such a demand is made at settlement, there is really no
basis for agreement. The matter must proceed to trial and
pretrial motions or motions in limine must be made to keep
religious speculation and bias out of the proceeding. If efforts
to keep the trial religion-free fail, you must be prepared to
defend the attack on religion on a point-by-point basis.

Exclude Religious Prejudice

Each jurisdiction has its own procedures for pretrial mo-
tions or motions in limine to strike non-probative, prejudicial
evidence. If local practice affords a motion in limine or some
other pretrial motion to exclude irrelevant, prejudicial evi-
dence. such an evidentiarv mation should be made. Such
motions get the issue of religious prejudice out in the open
early.

Use of Expert Testimony
1. Mental Health Experts

It is quite common in child custody and visitation litigation
for the court to rely on the opinions of psychiatrists, psycholo-
gists, social workers or family therapists. Preparation is essen-
tial to make the best possible impression. Consideration of the
material beginning at page 43 of this booklet prior to evalua-
tion is recommended. Do not hesitate to seek the support of a
mental health expert to defend your case. '
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2. “Religious” Experts

On occasion, non-Witness parents have enlisted the sup-
port of former Jehovah’s Witnesses who use custody cases in
order to voice their complaints about their experiences with
Jehovah’s Witnesses. These “religious” experts have no place

in a custody or visitation rights case. Commenting on one ex- _

Witness’ testimony, the Supreme Court of Ohio wrote:

A showing that a child’s mental health will be adversely
affected requires more than proof that a child will not share
all of the beliefs or social activities of the majority of his or
her peers. A child’s social adjustment is very difficult to
measure, and the relative importance of various social activi-
ties is an extremely subjective matter. [Footnote omitted]
For these reasons, a court must base its decision that a par-
ticular religious practice will harm the mental health of a
child on more than the fact that the child will not participate
in certain social activities. [Footnote omitted] A parent may
not be denied custody on the basis of his or her religious
practices unless there is probative evidence that those prac-
tices will adversely affect the mental or physical health of the
child. Evidence that the child will not be permitted to partici-
pate in certain social or patriotic activities is not sufficient to
prove possible harm.

. This [ex-Witness’] testimony was a blatant attempt
to stereotype an entire religion.

Pater v. Pater, 588 N.E.2d 794, 799-800 (Ohio 1992).

If the non-Witness parent attempts to offer testimony of
this nature, the Witness parent should immediately inform the
body of elders, who in turn should call the Watchtower Soci-
ety’s Legal Department for assistance in excluding such unfair
and prejudicial testimony before trial.

20

3. Character Witnesses

Character witnesses, such as employers, teachers, princi-
pals, physicians, or baby-sitters, can be excellent sources of
supporting evidence about one’s fitness as a parent. Members
of the congregation may also be used as character witnesses.
However, if you require an expert on the teachings and beliefs
of Jehovah’s Witnesses, it would be preferable to contact the
Watchtower Society’s Legal Department for qualified candi-
dates.

Impact of Extended Family

While the trial court is primarily concerned with the fitness
of each parent, certainly one of the factors it may consider is
the ability of each parent to provide meamngful access and
relationships with the extended family. On occasion conversion
to a different religion brings about a good deal of acrimony
and alienation among close family members. Sometimes the
Witness parent’s own mother or father or in-laws may testify
against the Witness because of that one’s conversion.

While there may be little that can be done in the short term
to reestablish good communication, still, every effort should be
made to show that the child’s relationship with these grand-
parents or extended family members is not jeopardized.

21
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS THAT THE
WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Cross-examination gives the opposing attorney the oppor-
tunity to question you after you have been questioned by your
own attorney. The opposing attorney’s objectives are threefold:
(1) to elicit information that will help his client; (2) to try to
expose inconsistencies in your own testimony; and (3) to
impeach your credibility. Your best defense during cross-ex-
amination is to answer: (1) honestly; (2) briefly; and (3)
directly.

Cross-examination questions are typically structured to
limit your response to simple “yes” or “no” answers. For ex-
ample, a typical question might be: “Isn’t it true that you
would never consent to a blood transfusion for your child?”
You will be required to answer the question. However, you
will be able to explain your answer. If you have to answer a
question by “yes” or “no” and you feel that an explanation
would help you, make sure you let the judge know you want
to give an immediate explanation.

Here are sample questions together with references to
some of the Watchtower Society’s publications containing
background information which might be helpful. Of course,
you should answer in your own words from your own mind
and heart. You will want to listen carefully to the judge’s or
attorney’s question before giving an answer. If you do not
understand the question, you should tell the attorney that you
do not understand the question before you begin to answer.

Holidays:

When answering questions about holidays, we want to
remember that many people view our religion as a litany of

~
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negative responses. Therefore, when possible, add some posi-
tive statement which emphasizes the benefit to ourselves and
our children when we refrain from a celebration or holiday.
For example, rather than simply saying “No, I don’t celebrate
Christmas,” you may respond in the affirmative: “No, after a
careful investigation of the Scriptures and the historical back-

ground of Christmas, my family and I concluded that the

celebration of Christmas was not necessary to have God’s
approval. We have decided not to limit our gift-giving and
family gatherings to specific predetermined dates, but would
rather enjoy these activities year round.” See also The Watch-
tower, October 15, 1992, page 18, paragraph 21.

While the question of the basis of religious beliefs really
should be irrelevant to the court’s consideration, a trial judge
will be interested in knowing how your religious practice will
affect your children. The judge may view the children as “de-
prived.” Under such circumstances, you will want to make it
clear to the court that you respect the non-Witness parent’s
right to celebrate these holidays and that you respect the non-
Witness parent’s right to celebrate these holidays with your
children. As the Awake! has pointed out:

Never forget that the child has a right to receive input
from both parents. Therefore, it would be shortsighted for
one parent to demand prohibitions on a child’s attendance at
or participation in the religious, cultural, or social activities
of the other parent when the child is with that one. Likewise
it would be inappropriate for a parent to take an absolute
position on a child’s school and extracurricular activities,
association, recreation, or post-secondary education without
due consideration for the other parent’s input and the child’s
individual choices.

For example, in a number of custody disputes in which a

parent is one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the other is not,
the couple have reached an amicable settlement by agreeing
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that the non-Witness parent will have generous time with the
children throughout the year, including hohdays‘and other
times that are of special importance to the non-Witness. T'he
parents have agreed to allow each other to have an active
input into the educational, social, and medical issues affeglt-
ing the children. After all, both parents brought the chn.d
into the world and thus have a natural right to have a say in

his upbringing.

The Witness parent should encourage the child to re-
spect the right of the non-Witness parent to have his own
religious views and to express appreciation for that- one’s
kindnesses and gifts. If both parents consider what is bes.t
for the children, restraint and reasonableness can prevail
over emotion and bruised pride.

Awake!, October 22, 1988, page 12.

On the subject of holidays you may face questions such as
the following:

s Do Jehovah's Witnesses celebrate Christmas? Thanks;
giving? Easter? Birthdays? Halloween? Mofher s Day?
Fathet’s Day? Valentine’s Day? New Year’s Day? St.
Patrick’s Day? Why? . -

= Are not your children deprived of the Christmas spirit?

= Most of the children in your child’s class celebrate
Christmas . . ., etc., don’t they? . .

s It is difficult for children to feel different from their
classmates and school friends? .

= [sn’t it difficult for children to be Jehovah’s Wltqcsses?

= In fact it is difficult for you at times to feel different
and to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?
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Religion:

Many try to portray the beliefs and practices of Jehovah’s
Witnesses as dogmatic and restrictive. Some who may have
access_ro literature written by former Witnesses or persons
who wish to attack the religious beliefs of Jehovah's Witnesses
may even try to show that association with the congregation of

Jehovah’s Witnesses means that children are taught to avoid

thinking for themselves or that Witnesses view anyone who is
not one of Jehovah's Witnesses, including the judge and the

chil.d’s non-Witness parent, as God’s enemies who are not
entitled to hear the truth.

When answering questions about religious beliefs and
practices, emphasize the fact that you have formed your beliefs
and adopted your practices after much study and reflection;
vour religion is not simply a matter of rules which have been
1mposcd by others or some mysterious and distant organiza-
tion. You want to emphasize the fact that you are a thinking,
well-balanced, reasonable individual who is competent to act
as a parent. Avoid any response which gives the impression
that you are unwilling or unable to provide for your child’s
best interests because of your religious beliefs.

Do you believe you have the only right religion?
fD;} y;}u.believe the Catholic (or other) church is true or
alse’

= Do you believe all false religion is under the control of
Satan?

= [s the Catholic (or other) church under the control of
- Satan?

» Are Catholics (or whoever) under the control of Satan?
= [s the non-Witness parent under the control of Satan?
»  Will God destroy all false religion?
= As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, do you believe that only
Jehovah's Witnesses will be saved? *
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Will all Catholics (or whoever) be destroyed?

= Do you teach your children that the non-Witness par-
ent’s religious beliefs are wrong?

= Do you teach your children that the non-Witness par-
ent will be destroyed by God if they do not become one
of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

» [s if true that there are great differences between beliefs
of Catholics (or whoever) and Jehovah’s Witnesses?

» Can you be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and a Catholic
(or whoever) at the same time?

= If you cannot be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and a
Catholic (or whoever) at the same time, how can you
expect your child to be?

= Will you teach your children that both your church and
the Catholic (or other) church are right?

= Won’t your children be confused by being taught two
retigions?

» If your son/daughter was participating in a play or
another special event at the Catholic (or other) church,
would you attend?

» If a family member was being baptized, married, or a
family funeral service was being given in a Catholic (or
other) church, would you attend?

= How would you feel if one child decided he/she did not
want to be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and chose to
belong to another church?

s  Would you still love that child?

= If one child decided he/she wanted to attend services of
another church, would you allow him/her to? Would
you accompany him/her?

Blood:
Some confuse the Bible’s teaching on the use of blood and

blood products with the position of other religions that refuse
all medical treatment. You want to show that you are a loving,
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caring parent who wants the best medical care possible for
your children. Explain that you are aware of many serious and
possibly fatal dangers from blood and that you have made
arrangements with your doctor to provide alternative non-
blood management of your children’s medical and surgical
needs. Acknowledge that your former mate properly has a
right to have a say in any medical decisions involving the chil-
dren. See Awake!, October 22, 1988, page 12. Stress the fact
that you want the best available medical treatment for yourself
and your children and that avoidance of blood, in your opin-

ion and the opinion of many in the medical community, is a
sound, healthful course.

In preparing your comments, it may be helpful to review
the Appendix in this booklet and the following publications:

“Preventing and Controtling Hemaorrhaging Without Blood
Transfusion,” Awake!, November 22, 1991, page 10.

“Questions From Readers,” “Do Jehovah’s Witnesses
accept injections of a blood fraction, such as immune

globulin or albumin?” The Watchtower, June 1, 1990,
page 31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Would you accept an autolo-
gous’ blood transfusion?” The Watchtower, March 1,
1989, pages 30-31,

“Acting in Your Child’s Best Interests,” Awake!, Octo-
ber 22, 1988, page 12.

* Autologous means “derived from the same individual.” In this con-
ext, it means use of your own blood. Homologous means “derived from
ot developed in response to organisms of the same species.” In this con-
ext, it means use of someone else’s blood.
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Reasoning Book, page 74.

“Questions From Readers,” “Could a Christia}n accept a
bone-marrow transplant, since blood is made in the mar-
row?” The Watchtower, May 15, 1984, page 31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Is there any Scriptural rea-
son why Jehovah’s Witnesses should not accept blood
substitutes or ‘artificial blood’?” The Watchtower, Janu-
ary 15, 1984, page 31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Should congregation action
be taken if a baptized Christian accepts a human organ
transplant, such as of a cornea or a kidney?” The Watch-
tower, March 15, 1980, page 31.

“Questions From Recaders,” “Are serum imjections com-
patible with Christian belief?” The Watchtower, June 15,
1978, pages 30-31.

Here are just a few sample questions that you might expect:

» Do you teach that it is better to die than to take a
blood transfusion? N
» s it true that only a minority of doctors are willing to
try alternative bloodless treatment?

= Isn’t it true that it may not be possible to find a doctor

who will use bloodless alternatives? What if the only

available doctor said there were no alternatives? Would

you prefer to see your child die? . ‘ .

Would you ever consent to your child being given a

blood transfusion? o

What if the doctors said your child would die without a
fusion?

?flot?i tcll.iztsors told you that your child needed a blood

transfusion, would you advise and consult your ex-

wife/husband?
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=  How would you feel if your ex-wife/husband consented
to your child being given a blood transfusion?

» Would you suffer any religious penalty if you or your
child were given a blood transfusion?

»  Would you be subject to alienation or disapproval from
church members if you or your child were given a
blood transfusion?

» Would you still love your child, even if he/she was
given a blood transfusion?

Governments:

The stand which Jehovah’s Witnesses take regarding gov-
ernments is often misunderstood. When responding to ques-
tions regarding your view of government, accentuate the posi-
tive—you pay all your taxes, you are honest and law-abiding,
you do agt invalve yourself in civii disobedience, and you
believe that the superior authorities, including court officials,
should be obeyed and are worthy of our honor and respect.
See 1 Peter 2:13, 14, 17.

Do you vote?
Do you stand up for the National Anthem/salute the
flag?

= If the country is at war, would you fight in the mili-
tary?

* Do you believe that you will be persecuted for your
beliefs?

» What kind of persecution do you expect and from
whom?

= Do you teach your children that they will be persecuted
for their beliefs? Is that healthy for your children?

® Are your children frightened by the prospect of perse-
cution?

® Do you believe God will destroy the governments of
this world? =
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: Satan:

Many do not consider Satan to be a real person and will
find belief in Satan to be childish or fanatical. When giving an
answet, distinguish the Bible’s view of Satan from the cartoon
character with a pitchfork, as many people view S.ata_m. If
people believe in God and His angels, why is it childish to
believe that some angels chose to disobey God?

» s Satan the ruler of the world?
Do you believe the governments of this world are
controlled by Satan?

» Are the judge and this court controlled by Satan?

= Do you teach your children that Satan controls every-
one who is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Armageddon:

Armageddon marks a time of destruction of the wicked, as
well as the beginning of God’s restoration of mankind to
peace, security and good health. Emphasize the positivia as-
pects of the event. Explain that Jehovah God has authority to
judge, not individuals. See Does God Really Care Abor.:tt Us?,
page 21, paragraph 16 (1992). Armageddon is not like the
tragic “hellfire.”

= Do you believe that we are living in the time of the
end?

» Do you believe that many people and much of the
world will be destroyed at Armageddon?

= Do you teach your children about Armageddon?
Are your children not scared/upset at the prospect of
their mother/father, school friends, and neighbors
being destroyed at Armageddon?
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Isolation:

Some critics allege that children of Jehovah's Witnesses are
a cult. As the Reasoning book explains:

A cult is a religion that is said to be unorthodox or that
emphasizes devotion according to prescribed ritual. Many
cults follow a living human leader, and often their adherents
live in groups apart from the rest of society, The standard
for what is orthodox, however, should be God’s Word, and
Jehovah’s Witnesses strictly adhere to the Bible. Their wor-
ship is a way of life, not a ritual devotion. They neither fol-
low a human nor isolate themselves from the rest of society.
They live and work in the midst of other people.

Reasoning from the Scriptures, page 202.

Critics may also claim that Witness children will suffer
from “social isolation” because they generally do not partici-
pate in birthday and patriotic celebrations in school. This
assertion ignores the fact that every child has two parents and
nothing prevents the non-Witness parent from exposing the
child to his or her important religious or cultural events. See
Awake!, October 22, 1988, page 12.

Children generally experience stress when their parents
divorce. Strife at home may cause youths to isolate themselves
in an effort to avoid the tensions characteristic of a disinte-
grating family life. That is one reason why the Watchtower
Society wisely admonished parents:

Children who have a tendency to isolate themselves must
be made to feel that they are wanted and appreciated mem-
bers of the family, that their thoughts, emotions and experi-
ences are important to their parents. In the example set by
their parents they need to see positive proof that real happi-
ness comes from giving of oneself in behalf of others. (Acts
20:35) Parents can provide such proof, not only by express-
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ing genuine concern and sympathy for persons in need, but
also by doing what they can to be of help. It may simply be a
matter of doing shopping, cleaning or other chores for elder-
ly, infirm or handicapped persons. At a very early age a child
can be taught to share in such activity. This can do much to
get the child to recognize the importance of showing con-
cern for the welfare of other people.

Parents must also watch that they do not encourage or
allow their sons and daughters to isolate themselves with
their own entertainment, friends, ideas or imaginations. A
family needs to do things together in order to maintain good
communication. Parents have to be on guard that they do
not simply appear to do things as a family. Perhaps when
visitors come to the home or the family visits elsewhere, the
children as a regular matter of course withdraw themselves
from the company of adults and keep away during the entire
visit. They may even be told to do so. (f children thus end
up associating only with those of their own age group, how
can they possibly develop appreciation for the wisdom that
comes with age and experience? (Prov. 1:20, 21; 8:1-11)
How can they learn to carry on meaningful conversation
with adults and understand the aspirations, concerns, feel-
ings and needs of older people? (Lev. 19:32) Will they not
become narrow in their viewpoints, looking at matters only
through the eyes of inexperienced youth? At the same time,
will not parents likewise become narrow in their outlook,
unaware of the thinking of their children? Will they not have
a generation gap in their home?

“Lasting Gain from Living by the Bible as a Family,” The
Watchtower, March 1, 1975, pages 155-156, paragraphs 21,
22. -

Some claim that Jehovah’s Witnesses only allow their chil-
dren to associate with other Witness children. However, The
Watchtower of April 15, 1993, on page 15, has clearly stated
using 2 Timothy 2:20-22, that “Paul thus cautioned Timothy
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that even among fellow Christians there might have been ‘ves-
sels lacking honotr'—individuals who did not conduct them-
selves aright.” Therefore, explain that a parent’s decision on a
child’s associates would not be based on religion, but on the
young one’s conduct. The Watchtower has also stated:

If you are a parent, are you conscious of [1 Corinthians
15:33] as you reason with and make decisions concerning
your children? It will probably help if you acknowledge that
this does not mean that all other youths whom your children
are around in the neighborhood or at school are no good.
Some of them may be pleasant and decent, as some of your
neighbors, relatives, and workmates are. Try to help your
offspring to see this and to grasp that you are balanced in
your application of Paul’s wise, paternal counsel to the Co-
rinthians. As they discern the way you balance things, it can
help them to imitate you. —Luke 6:40; 2 Timothy 2:22.

The Watchtower, August 1, 1993, page 20.

Here are just a few sample questions that you might ex-
pect:

» Isn’t it true that 1 Corinthians 15:33 counsel to avoid
“bad association” means that you do not want your
children to associate with anyone who is not one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses?

» [sn’t it true that you forbid your children to play with
anyone who is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

= [sn’t it true that your religion forbids dating for young
people?

Disfellowshipping:
Disfellowshipping is defined by the Watchtower Society’s

publications as a spiritual cutting off. However, blood and
family ties remain. Some former Witnesses criticize this
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Scriptural practice and allege that the religious practice of
disfellowshipping will prevent the disfellowshipped parent from
having a close and loving relationship with the children after
divorce. This argument is purely speculative. First, according
to the religious practice “normal family affections and dealings
can continue.” See The Watchtower, April 15, 1988, page 28,
paragraph 13. Second, all children are admonished to show
honor to father and mother. (Ephesians 6:1-3) This directive
does not take into account the parents’ religious affiliation or
standing. Finally, the condition of being disfellowshipped is
temporary in most cases.

» Would you deny visitation rights to a disfellowshipped
parent?

=  Wouldn’t your children be taught not to greet their dis-
fellowshipped parent?

= Aren’t you required to put a child out of the home if
he/ she was disfellowshipped?

Practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses:

» How many meetings do Jehovah’s Witnesses have a
week?

= You attend all of these meetings?
If you did not attend all of these meetings or go out
preaching, would you be subject to congregational
disapproval or discipline by your elders?
Do you bring your children to all of these meetings?

= s it not correct that if your children attend your mid-
week meeting they would not be in bed before 9:45 or
10:00 p.m.? Is that not a very late night for a small
child?

» Isn’t it difficult for small children to sit through these
long meetings? Wouldn’t they rather be playing than
attending these meetings?
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= Would you teach your children to be one of Jehovah'’s
Witnesses?

= You hope your children will become Jehovah’s Witness-
es?

= Will you bring your children to all of your meetings?
Will you bring your children out in your preaching
work? Every weekend? For how long?

» If your children do not want to go to your church
meetings, would you force them to go?

» If your children did not want to go out preaching,
would you force them to go?

» s it not difficult for you to go preaching at times?
You meet some people who do not want to hear your
message, who reject you and are rude to you?

= If your children went preaching would they at times en-
counter people who disagree with them, reject them
and arc rude to them?

» Wouldn’t that be difficult for your children? Would
they find that hard to endure?

» s it not harmful for children to feel rejected?

If you care about your children, why would you delib-
erately place them in a situation where they are bound
to suffer embarrassment and rejection?

Education:

Many feel that Jehovah’s Witnesses are against education.
On the contrary, the children of Jehovah’s Witnesses are en-
couraged to make the most of their education and to become
proficient in reading, writing, and analytical abilities. In fact,
Jehovah’s Witnesses often excel in school. The decisions con-
cerning higher education, participation in extracurricular activ-
ities, and career are personal decisions to be made by both
parents and the child. As the Watchtower Society has indicat-
ed, there are “no hard-and-fast rules [which] should be made
either for or against extra education.” (The Watchtower, No-
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vember 1, 1992, “Education With a Purpose,” page 19.) You
may use the Watch Tower Publications Index to investigate the
wide range of topics on which the Society encourages discus-
sion and research. The Watchtower Society’s publications
encourage youths to be diligent and serious-minded in their
studies.

= Does the brochure School and Jehovah’s Witnesses set
out your church’s beliefs in the school setting?

= Your church recommends that parents and children in
your faith are to follow the rules set out in that bro-
chure and that teachers should abide by them?

= [sn’t it true that you won’t permit your children to
associate with or make close friends of people who are
not Jehovah’s Witnesses?

= [sn’t it true that you won’t pesmit your childsen to go
to school dances? date?

= [Isn’t it true that you would not allow your children to
participate in extracurricular activities? school plays?
school bands?

= [sn’t it true that you would not permit your children to
be a class representative or be on the school council?

= [sn’t it true that you would not permit your children to
participate in school elections?

= Isn’t it true that you would not allow your children to
join any school clubs? school teams?

= [Isn’t it true that you would not allow your children to
attend college or university?

w Isn’t it true that if your children attended a college or
university, they would face disapproval in congregation
and be subject to counseling by your ministers?

= [sn’t it true you would not permit your children to
engage in any school activities associated with national
or religious holidays?

" You do not permit your children to stand up for the
National Anthem in school, do you?
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Isn’t it true that your children will be very different
from the majority of children in school and will be
deprived of many enjoyable, healthy activities that they
enjoy?

It’s not easy for a child to be one of Jehovah’s Witness-
es at schoal, is it?

[sn’t it true that you want and are going to teach your
children to be full-time ministers?

Corporal Punishment:

Among many social scientists, corporal punishment is
viewed negatively. Many believe that the counsel of Proverbs
13:24 and Proverbs 29:15 encourages sincere Bible students
to apply physical discipline whenever possible. However, the
Bible’s counsel on child-rearing is much broader.

= You believe the Bible directs parents to discipline theit
children with a rod or stick, don’t you?

* You would not be a good Christian/good parent if you
failed to heed that Biblical command?

Practice Sessions:
= Did you talk to your lawyer about this court proceed-

ing?
= Did your lawyer tell you what to say?

Administering discipline to children: In the Bible the
Greek word translated “discipline” means “educate.” There-
fore, the goal of discipline is primarily, not to cause pain,
but to train. Much of this can be accomplished without
spanking, though that may be necessary at times. (Proverbs
13:24) The Bible says: “Listen to discipline and become
wise.” (Proverbs 8:33) Too, Paul wrote that one should
keep oneself “restrained under evil,” administering reproof
with “long-suffering.” (2 Timothy 2:24; 4:2) This rules out
angry outbursts and excessive force even when spanking is
needed.

In view of these Bible principles, ask yourself: ‘Does my
discipline teach, or does it simply control by hurting? Does
my discipline instill right principles or just fear?’

Awake!, February 8, 1993, page 11.

= Do you believe in corporal punishment?
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS

FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Clearly not all non-Witness parents are opposed to Bible-
based training of the children. Your attorney will have many
questions to pose concerning secular issues such as the non-
Witness parent’s employment, life-style, and role as a parent
and spouse. [f the non-Witness parent opposes permitting the
children to be exposed to your religious beliefs, then you and
your attorney will need to work together to outline questions
which will concern the following areas:

Non-Witness parent’s attitude toward the Witness parent:

Basis for any allegation of harm to the children as a
result of exposure to theocratic activities

Testimony concerning any agreement concerning reli-
gious training of the children

The children’s right of freedom of choice

Advantages to being raised in accord with Bible princi-
ples

Here are some sample questions for these areas:

Would you agree that it is beneficial to teach your
children to be honest at all times?

Would you agree that it is beneficial to teach your
children to obey those in proper authority?

Would you agree that it is beneficial to teach your
children to be morally and physically clean?

Would you would agree that it is beneficial to encour-
age your children to read the Bible?

Would you agree that it is beneficial to have your chil-
dren receive religious training?

Is reading the Bible harmful to your children?
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Do you object that the children are taught to live by the
Ten Commandments? or by the “Golden Rule?”

[s reading the Bible indoctrination?

[s this “confusion” or “anxiety” you complain of re-
flected in your children’s school reports?

Do you object to your children being exposed to differ-
ent political viewpoints? Religious viewpoints?

Do you object to the school teaching children about
different nations/cultures and their religions?

Do you object to your children learning about the reli-
gious viewpoints of their friends and their friends’
families?

Do you want to prevent your children from learning
about their other parent’s views?

Does the other parent prevent the children from know-
ing about your religious views?

Should your children be allowed to choose which reli-
gion they wish to follow?

Do you love your children only so long as they are in
your religion? :

Will you still love your children if they become Catho-
lics, Jews, members of the Unitarian Church, Mormons
or Jehovah’s Witnesses?

What have you told your children about Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses?
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PREPARATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL
OR PSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION

Today the courts rely more and more on the evaluations
and recommendations of psychologists and psychiatrists in
determining the best interests of a child. The process of psy-
chological or psychiatric evaluation may be relevant to the
issue of whether the religious teachings and beliefs of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses have any harmful effect on your children.
Therefore, there is a growing likelihood that both spouses as
well as the children will receive some type of evaluation,
whether at the insistence of the court or at the suggestion of
an attorney in preparing evidence to present the case. The
objective of this discussion is to help you understand and
prepare for a psychological or psychiatric evaluation.

[n the past many have feared or distrusted mental health
care professionals. There is no basis or need for such precon-
ceived fear or distrust. Keep in mind that the primary objective
of the court proceeding and the psychological or psychiatric
evaluation is to determine which parent is best suited to pro-
vide the children a secure and safe home. Therefore, certain
matters must be kept clearly in mind:

1. Do not be unduly defensive or suspicious of the
mental health care professional’s role in the evalua-
tion process. Many evaluators have an interest in peo-
ple and care about people. They give their subjects the
benefit of the doubt. You should assume that they will
try to put your best interests first if you cooperate with
them. Try not to respond in a defensive or hostile
manner. The mental health care professional with
whom you are working has a job to do. Cooperate and
they will try to cooperate with you.
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2. Everyone has had problems or difficulties in their
past and no one comes from a perfect background.
When questioned about difficult areas or problems in
the past, be honest and frank. Try to show how Bible
principles have helped you to overcome psychological
scars or problems, but do not exaggerate or paint
things in an unrealistic light, claiming that all your
problems have gone away since you have learned Bible
principles. Show how Bible principles are helping you
to cope with your problems and present them in an
honest, objective manner.

3. Do not use the evaluation session as an opportu-
nity to present Bible literature and witness about the
Kingdom hope. The mental health care professionals
selected to evaluate you and your family have an objec-
tive in mind. If court appointed, they are required to
present their findings to the court and you will want to
make it easy for them to do their job. They are proba-
bly not interested in the Bible principles that guide your
life, but are interested in understanding how you are
applying Bible principles in your home in order to
produce a healthy and well-balanced environment in
which to raise the children. In some circumstances it
may be appropriate for you to share your hope about
God’s Kingdom during an interview, but you should
not make it your objective to preach to the mental
health care professionals who conduct the interview.
The theme to keep in mind is that of the best interests
of your children.

4. Show that you have a balanced view and that Bible
principles have helped you to maintain such a view.
Do not present yourself or Bible principles as rigid or
obsessive. Rather, show that you are a reasonable per-
son by showing your flexibility and responding in an
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open and nondefensive manner. For example, questions
about religious practices such as not celebrating holi-
days will be a part of the examination. They will be
interested in determining how you, as a good parent,
handle this practice with your children. They will want
to know whether or not you are sensitive to the fact
that your children may feel unusual, left out, or alienat-
ed by what may be a recent change in your religion.

You will want to take the initiative by showing that
you have a close and loving bond with your children,
that you understand their honest reactions to your
religious practices, that you have helped them to devel-
op a sense of security about the practice of their reli-
gion, and that they are not merely parroting the expres-
sions that you have provided for them. If your children
are to be tested. vou should also try to prepare them to
face the experience with an open and positive attitude.

5. If you do not understand a question, ask for clari-
fication. If you are asked a question you do not un-
derstand or if you feel that the evaluator is getting at
something other than what is stated, you should calmly
ask the evaluator to restate or rephrase the question so
that you may provide an accurate answer.

6. You may be asked questions about your refusal to
take blood or accept blood products. You may be
questioned about whether you would permit your child
to die because of your refusal to consent to a blood
transfusion. Rather than just explaining your hope in
your child’s resurrection in God’s new world and
de-emphasizing the importance of your child’s life in
this system, show a balanced view and state in positive
terms the medical steps that you would take to assure
the child had the best possible medical treatment avail-
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able. Be prepared to discuss specific non-blood alter-
native medical treatments which would be available to
the child if some doctor was of the opinion that blood
was needed. You do not want to give the impression
that your religion requires you to allow your child to
die should a medical emergency arise.

7. What is not said is often as important as what is
said. Remember to maintain good eye contact. Sit up
straight and try to relax as you speak. Act as if you
were speaking to someone in whom you could confide.
Use a calm and measured tone of voice. Put expression
. and feeling into your voice so that you are able to
communicate in an honest and natural way. Do not feel
intimidated but try to put your evaluator at ease.

8. You are on display as one of [chovah’s Witnesses.
When appearing for the evaluation remember to be
punctual and to dress in an appropriate manner, a
manner befitting a minister of Jehovah. Since mental
health care professionals are trained to do this type of
evaluation, to the degree reasonable allow them to ask
the questions and do not try to control or restructure
the interview. Not every question has a hidden mean-
ing. You do not want to present yourself as one who is
paranoid or afraid to communicate honestly.

In addition to a conversational, clinical evaluation, you may
be asked to take certain psychological tests which are designed
to understand your personality and your ability to care for the
best interests of the child, There are a variety of tests which
may be used. Some tests focus on your intelligence and
thinking ability. The Wechsler Intelligence Test appears to be
a widely administered test. The Wechsler test is a series of
tests and may be used for adults as well as children over the
age of four. In addition to testing intelligence, this series of
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tests may also be used to measure one's ability to formulate
ideas and overall intelligence.

Other types of tests are designed to categorize the type of
personality. A commonly used test is the Rorschach Test. It
uses ink blots. The examinee will be shown a series of ink
blots and will be asked to describe what they look like, or what
the examinee thinks they might be. There are no right or
wrong answers. However, if you have a defensive or hostile
attitude about taking the exam, this attitude may influence the
findings. Your responses will be recorded and scores, ratings,
and interpretations will be derived therefrom. This test is used
for adults as well as children of school age. Other tests involve
use of pictures or diagrams, word associations, sentence com-
pletion, or expressive drawings.

Often more objective tests and scales are used. For exam-
ple, the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI)
and the updated MMPI-2 are widely used to test for certain
personality traits. It consists of about 550 statements and it
calls on the examinee to answer “true,” “false” or “cannot
say." The topics include family relationships, sexual and reli-
gious attitudes as well as fears and problems within the family.
The interpretation of the examinee’s score will take into con-
sideration the examinee's background, ethnic group, sex, age,
and education.

Keep in mind that the objective of a psychological or psy-
chiatric evaluation is to determine whether or not you are the
parent who will provide the better home for your children. The
mental health care professional is interested in determining
whether or not you have the personality and emotional stability
to provide for the physical, mental, and emotional needs of
your children. You must be prepared to show in a positive,
honest and frank manner that you will provide for your chil-
dren’s welfare and best interests and that you are the parent
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more capable of doing so. Do not be quick to attack your
former spouse. Rather, be prepared to show and present in an
honest way the loving and caring concern you have for your
children and the way in which you are able to express this to
the children. Show that you have already developed a close,
loving relationship with your children and that there is nothing
in your personality or religious practices that would require
the children not to be placed in your custody.

COPING WITH EVALUATIONS BY MENTAL
HEALTH CARE PROFESSIONALS

To help you understand how the foregoing general princi-
ples can be applied, we provide the following examples of
questions and answers that might assist you in a psychological
or psychiatric evaluation. As indicated, a person being evalu-
ated shouid not be unduly defensive or suspicious of (he men-
tal health care professional’s role in the evaluation process.
You would want to answer any questions openly, understand-
ing that it is the role of the mental health care professional to
elicit information from you. The following is an exampie of
how NOT to respond during the interview:

Q: Can you tell me about why you and your ex-hus-
band divorced?

A: Why do you want to know? [ know he’s probably
been spreading those lies about me. You're probably
going to take his side anyway.

Q: Well, no. But your husband mentioned that your
religious beliefs have been a source of differences. Can
you tell me a little bit about your religious beliefs?

A: You know, you psychiatrists don’t even believe in'

the Bible. You're always negative against someone who
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practices the Bible. Matthew said we’d be persecuted
by persons like you. Besides, you psychiatrists are more
mixed up than anyone. I hear you get more divorces
and commit suicide more than anyone else.

Q: I don’t know if [ agree with all that. But [ would
like to know more about your religious beliefs.

A: Well, I'm glad you asked. I've got my Bible here
and I'd like to read you these scriptures. Also, I
brought several articles from The Watchtower, the Rea-
soning book and this Blood booklet. Here—take all of
these and you can learn what the Bible says.

Q: Okay. Your husband says here that you don’t be-
lieve in celebrating Christmas.

A: It’s right here in the Reasoning book about holi-
days. Just read it. If you celebrate Christmas, it’s a lie.
Christ was not born on December 25. We’re not liars,
so we don’t lie to our children. I don’t know if you lie
to your kids, do you? I can’t believe how people lie to
their children. Did you know that Christmas gifts cause
depression in children?

Honest, direct, and nondefensive responses give a clear
and accurate picture. The examiner does not expect that you
have had a perfect life. Obviously, there have been some prob-
lems or rocky areas in your life. Therefore, you should feel
free to talk about these situations objectively and with confi-
dence. Here is an example to help you see the difference from
the preceding interview:

Q: When did you marry John?
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A: I married him when [ was just 19 years old. I was
glad to get out of the house, and I really thought I
loved him when we were married.

Q: Oh, I see. And how long did the marriage last?

A: We were married for 10 years. It wasn’t a good
marriage right from the start.

Q: What do you mean by that?

A: We were never close. [ was young, and he was
young. There was a lot of arguing and fighting about
everything. When we had a child, things got worse.
Neither one of us were ready for being parents, espe-
cially him.

Q: And what do you mean when you said ‘he wasn’t
ready for being a parent’?

A: For the first six months he rarely even held Lisa.
He would stay out late at night because she cried a lot.
You know, 1 really think he loves Lisa now, but he
rarely showed her much attention when we were to-
gether.

Q: 1 see. And what brought about the end of the mar-
riage?

A: When he had an affair, I just couldn’t take it any-
more. He claims I drove him to it by becoming one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses. He was always highly critical of
my beliefs and even became outwardly hostile at times.
[ think he was just using my religion as an excuse.
When 1 wouldn’t take him back, he wanted to get back
at me by trying to take custody of our daughter.
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Q: And why do you think he was so critical of your
beliefs?

A: Well, doctor, I'm not a psychiatrist, but I think he
was insecure about my sincere and dedicated interest in
the Bible. He always seemed to feel 1 would lose inter-
est in him and not have respect for his opinions. He
claimed I tried to force religion on him. But that’s not
true. He has the right to his own opinions. He claimed
[ was always going to meetings, reading the Bible, and
talking with people about the Bible. You know, it’s true
that my religious activities occupied more of my time,
but I feel I was balanced.

Q: And what do you mean, you felt you were
balanced?

A: As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, | learned that 1 had
to be balanced in caring for the needs of my family. I
really tried to be a better wife by showing him more
kindness and love. I tried to have the house cleaned
and food on the table when I attended my meetings. I
didn’t neglect him as he claims, but rather, [ improved.
Unfortunately, it seemed that the harder I tried to be a
better wife, the worse he got. It seemed that my being a
better person was overshadowed by being one of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. [ don’t want to give you the impres-
sion | was perfect. | made my mistakes. But I really feel
[ tried.

And I don’t want to sound like he’s all bad. In fact, he
was a very good provider. Around the house he was
very helpful in fixing and repairing things. You know,
underneath his critical feelings about my religious be-
liefs, I always felt that he was very sensitive but he just
couldn’t show it. I don’t love him anymore. But I do
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feel compassion for him. I'm really angry and hurt that
he would try to get back at me by taking our daughter
and saying I'm a religious fanatic. You know, doctor, I
really think there’s more to it than just the religion.

A court may be interested in examining your religious
beliefs. A popular issue raised when one mate is not one of
Jehovah’s Witnesses is the fact that Jehovah’s Witnesses do
not celebrate holidays like Christmas and birthdays. You must
be prepared to respond to this issue in an honest and direct
manner. The psychologist will want to know whether your
children are actually damaged or hindered by your religious
convictions. This presents a fine opportunity for you to show
that your religious beliefs are not detrimental to your chil-
dren’s well-being. Rather, when viewed in the proper perspec-
tive, comparing the love and affection you offer your children
and the other opportunities for enjoyable times as a family, the
lack of celebration of holidays such as Christmas and birth-
days poses no serious threat to the children’s well-being.

Q: I noticed from the report your spouse claims you
don’t allow your child to celebrate holidays like Christ-
mas and birthdays.

A: That’s true. We don’t participate in these holidays
because they’re not accurately based on the Bible. For
example, Christ was not born on December 25, but in
the fall of the year. When viewed realistically, how
could there have been shepherds in the fields in the
wintertime? We believe that our children should not be
told that Santa Claus exists when it’s just not true. You
know, I'm aware that my child might feel left out, so [
make an extra effort to compensate for not celebrating
Christmas. I'm not opposed to giving gifts; in fact, I
regularly give gifts to Lisa all year round. And more
important than material things, I feel that I show Lisa a
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lot of love. I try to build a really close relationship with
her by spending a lot of time with her. You know,
doctor, my ex-husband claims that by not celebrating
those holidays our child is going to be psychologically
damaged. But if that were really so, what about the
millions of Asians and Africans who also don’t celebrate
these holidays? I just can't believe that they're going to
be psychologically damaged by not celebrating Christ-
mas.

Q: Yes, that's true. You mentioned that you try to show
extra interest and love to Lisa. Can you elaborate on
what you do?

A: There are many times when we just sit and talk. Lisa
likes to come in after school and discuss her day with
me. When she brings home a school project that she’s
really proud of, I try to stop what I'm doing and praise
her. [ also like to include her in some of the household
duties like cooking, sewing, and things like that. It
gi\{es me an opportunity to teach her things. I really
enjoy being with her. Also, I really try to build her self-
esteem and encourage her in her artwork. You know,
she really has potential. Sometimes she gets discour-
ﬁged because she wants to do better. So I encourage
er.

Q: Yes. Very interesting. [s there anything else?
A: Well, that's about it. Wait—there is one more thing.
[ do spend time studying the Bible with her. I feel it’s

important that she learn something about Jehovah God.

Q: And what do you teach your child in these Bible
studies?
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A: 1 try to teach her about some fundamental principles
like honesty and why it is important. Also, we study
about showing love to others, being kind, forgiving, and
things like that.

Above all, the mental health care professional will want to
know what type of relationship you have with your children.
You want to communicate the fact that your religious beliefs
have helped you to become a better parent. You will want to
show that you are capable of providing for the emotional and
physical needs of the children, as well as the children’s spiritu-
al needs. Take the opportunity to show that a warm, loving
bond already exists between you and your children, so that any
disruption to this bond will be detrimental to the children.

The mental health care professional who is conducting the
interview may know very ittie about the refigious teachings
and practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Therefore, you will want
to use language and illustrations that will help the examiner to
clearly understand the life-style of a Christian. You will want
to present yourself as one who follows the teachings of the
Scriptures, not as one who is dogmatic and a slave to rules.
By reasoning, help the evaluator to see that the course you
have selected is a course of wisdom and reason. The following
dialogue is an example of how you might explain the fact that
Christians attend Bible-based meetings three times each week

and are encouraged to devote additional time for personal
Bible study:

A: Well, Lisa generally comes with me. Our meetings
are much like a classroom. We usually have someone
giving a reading, a discussion about a Bible topic. We
encourage all, young and old, to learn to really reason
and think about a matter. Rather than just telling Lisa
what to think, I encourage her to use her mind. As one
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of Jehovah’s Witnesses, [ feel that the Bible encourages
us to use our God-given conscience.

Q: Can you give me an example of that?

A: Yes. You know God tells us to show love and kind-
ness. Let’s say that Lisa is out playing ball with another
child, and she takes something that is not hers. I would
reason with her about it, helping her to understand why
it is wrong, rather than just punishing her or demand-
ing that she be honest. It may sound simple, but as a
parent, you know it is a very difficult process. I try my
best.

Q: Okay. And how often do you go to these meetings?

A: We have five hours of meetings a week. To some,
that may sound like a lot. But it’s about the same num-
ber of hours a student would spend in one class at
school a week. It’s a relatively small number of hours if
you think that there are 168 hours in a week. It’s actu-
ally less than three percent.

Like holidays and the celebration of Christmas, Jehovah's
Witnesses’ position on the use of blood is controversial and is
often_raised as an issue of contention by a non-Witness par-
ent. You want reasonably to stress the fact that you are not
opposed to medical treatment. Rather, as a sound, thinking
person, you desire to have medical treatment for your minor
children in the event of a medical crisis. However, because of
the Scriptural admonition regarding blood, you want to show
your reasonableness in the fact that you have already investi-
gated medical alternatives to the use of blood. You should be
prepared to talk about these non-blood alternatives in some
detail, showing that you are capable and prepared to care for
the children’s physical needs:
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Q: As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, you don’t believe in
blood transfusions, do you?

A: That’s true. Our position on blood transfusions is
primarily a religious one, but we also know there are
many medical dangers from blood. We take our posi-
tion on this issue from various Scriptural references,
such as Acts 15:28, 29, and Leviticus 17:13, 14. These
Scriptures point out that we should avoid the use of
blood in our bodies. I'm sure you, as a doctor, are
already aware of the potential medical complications
that can arise from blood transfusions, such as hepatitis
and AIDS. According to a Dr. Allen from Stanford
University, from 3,000 to 30,000 deaths annually are
attributed to transfusions. Because of our stand, some
feel that we refuse all medical treatment. But this is just
not true. We fully utitize medical doctors as fong as
they respect our stand on blood. In the area of transfu-
sions, we do accept non-blood expanders such as saline
solution, Ringer’s lactate, dextran, etc. Perhaps you'd
like to read about the medical aspects of our stand. I
have here a copy of an article that appeared in The
Journal of the American Medical Association on this
question of Jehovah's Witnesses and blood transfusions.
(Reprinted in the Awake! of June 22, 1982, pages
25-27.)

Doctor, you might be reassured to know that I have
made medical provisions to ensure that Lisa will receive
proper medical attention if and when she needs it. For
example, I have a doctor who has agreed to respect our
views on blood. Also, if an emergency should arise, I've
made arrangements to have my child transported to a
hospital with doctors that specialize in surgery on Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses.

56

Q: Thank you. That was very interesting. I'll take the
article. To be honest with you, [ don’t know if I’ll have
time to read it. But I'll certainly try.
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APPENDIX

The Watchtower Society has published numerous articl
concerning child-rearing, marriage, and other areas affectir
family life. You may want to consult the Watch Tower Public.
tions Index for information on a particular subject.

However, we suggest that you review the principles ou
lined in the following articles:

SEPARATION AND DIVORCE
“Help for Children of Divorce,” Awake!, April 22, 1991,
pages 3-11 (also note box on page 9 entitled “Advice for
Diverced Parents”).

“Family Problems Solved By Bible Counsel,” The Watch-
tower, Novermber 1, 1986, pages 26-31.

“Who Gets the Child?” “Child Custody—Should Religion
Be an Issue?” and “Acting in Your Child’s Best Interests,”
Awake!, October 22, 1988, pages 3-14.

“When Marital Peace is Threatened,” and “Has God
Called You to Peace?” The Waichtower, November 1,
1988, pages 20-30.

“I Need a Lawyer!” Awake!, March 8, 1979, pages 7-9.

CHILD—REARING
“Tips for Stepparents,” Awake!, July 8, 1993, page 12.

“Building Christian Personalities in Qur Children,” The
Watchtower, July 1, 1991, pages 24-27.

“Parents—How Can You ‘Build Up’ Your Home?” The
Watchtower, November 1, 1986, pages 21-25.
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“Single Parents Coping in Today’s World,” The Watch-
tower, September 15, 1980, pages 15-20.

“Questions from Readers,” The Watchtower, December 1,
1960, page 735, “What Scriptural principles guide in the
training of children in homes where one parent is a dedi-
cated Christian witness of Jehovah and the other is not?”

“Questions from Readers,” The Watchtower, Novem-
ber 15, 1960, page 703, “What stand should children of
dedicated Christian parents take in regard to their
school’s holiday art activities? What about the Christmas
program with its singing of Christmas songs? What
about schoolroom birthday celebrations?”

BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS
“Safeguarding Your Children From Misuse of Blood.”
Our Kingdom Ministry, September 1992, pages 3-6.

“Loaded Questions to Watch Out For,” Our Kingdom
Ministry, November 1990, page 6.

How Can Blood Save Your Life?, 1990.

“Questions From Readers,” “Do Jehovah’s Witnesses
accept injections of a blood fraction, such as immune
globulin or albumin?” The Watchtower, June 1, 1990,
pages 30-31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Do Jehovah’s Witnesses
allow the use of autologous blood (autotransfusion), such
as by having their own blood stored and later put back
into them?” The Waichtower, March 1, 1989, pages 30-
31

“Jehovah’s Witnesses—The Surgical/Ethical Challenge,”
Awake!, June 22, 1982, pages 25-27.
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T T T T o W e—

DISCIPLINE
“An End to Domestic Violence,” Awake!, February 8,
1993, page 11 (see subheading entitled “Administering
discipline to children.”).

“Learn Obedience by Accepting Discipline,” The Watch-
tower, October 1, 1992, pages 26-29 (also note box on
page 29 entitled “Parents, Teach Obedience by Disciplin-
ing in Righteousness™).

““The Rod of Discipline’—Is Tt Qut-of-Date?” Awake!,
September 8, 1992, pages 26-27,

HIGHER EDUCATION
“Education With a Purpose,” The Watchtower, Novem-
ber 1, 1992, pages 13-2t.

“What Career Should I Choose?” Awake!, May 8, 1989,
pages 12-14.

“Education—WHhat It Costs, What It Offers,” The Watch-
tower, July 15, 1982, pages 12-15.

VISITATION RIGHTS
“Family Problems Solved By Bible Counsel,” The Watch-
tower, November 1, 1986, pages 26-31.
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INTRODUCTION

This booklet is designed to help parents and their attorneys
prepare for litigation involving child custody and visitation dis-
putes. The overriding concem in every custody suit is the welfare
and best interests of the child. In deciding which parent will better
provide for a child’s best interests, courts can examine all aspects
of the child’s physical, emotional, and spiritual welfare in either
household. Thus religious practices and teachings may be a subject
of inquiry by opposing counsel and the court.

Jehovah’s Witnesses believe that “[a]ll Scripture is inspired of
God and beneficial for teaching, for reproving, for setting things
straight.” (2 Timothy 3:16) Jehovah’s Witnesses therefore devote
themselves to the study of God’s Word, the Holy Bible. (John
17:3; Matthew 4:4) From their study of the Bible, Jehovah’s Wit
nesses have learned that marriage and family life are divinely insti-
tuted arrangements (Genesis 2:22-24; Genesis 1:27, 28;
Matthew 19:9), and that children are blessings from God. (Psalms
127:3-5) Witness parents therefore seriously heed the Bible coun-
sel to provide for their children’s physical, emotional and spiritual
needs. (1 Timothy 5:8; Deuteronomy 6:4-9) Tt is the goal of every
reasonable Witness parent to raise healthy, well-adjusted children
who know and love their Creator, Jehovah God, and who observe
his standards of honesty, morality and righteousness.—Ephe-
sians 6:4; 1 Timothy 3:15; 1 Corinthians 6:9, 10.

Disputes over child custody can be an ordeal. But with careful
preparation and full reliance on Jehovah God, success is at-
tainable.—Psalm 43:1; 1 Peter 3:12. '
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- +RELIGION AS A FACTOR IN CHILD
CUSTODY AND VISITATYION DISPUTES

‘While there are many divorced parents, there are no divorced
children. Dissolution of a marriage does not dissolve the parent-
child relationship. To the extent it is within the court’s power, a
minor child’s association with both of his divorced parents should
be as open and unrestricted as possible under the circumstances,
Amny court orders that needlessly suppress the development or con-
tinuation of full and rich association between parent and child do
not serve the child’s best interests.

A brief overview of the law is provided to assist an attorney in
prepating a defense. It is not designed to equip the non-attorney
with the knowledge necessary to conduct his or her own case.
While the decision to represent oneself is a personal matter, it
-should be understood that this overview is not a substitute for
competent legal representation.

The Best Interests of the Child

Al junsdictions' look to the child’s welfare and best interests
as the paramount consideration in child custody cases. While en-

! Ala. Code § 30-3-1 (1996); Alaska Stat, § 25.20.060 (1996); Ariz. Rev. Stat.
Anmn. § 8-525 (1996); Ark. Code Ann. § 9-13-203 (1995); Cal. Family Code
§ 3011 (1996); Colo. Rev. Stat. § 14-10-124 (1996); Conu. Gen. Stat. Ann,
§ 46b-56 (1997); Del. Code Amn. tit. 13, § 722 (1996); D.C. Code Ann. § 16-
914 (1996); Fla. Stat. Ann. § 61.13 (1996); Ga. Code Am. § 19-9-1 (1997);
Haw. Rev. Stat. § 57146 (1996); Idaho Code § 32-717 (1997); 1ll. Comp. Stat.
Amn. ch. 750 § 5/602 (1997); Ind. Code Ann. § 31-1-11.5-21 (1996); lowa Code
Amn. § 598.41 (1996); Kan. Stat. Ann. § 60-1610(a)(3) (1996); Ky. Rev. Stat.
Ann § 403270 (1996); La. Civ. Code Ana. art. 131 (1996); Me. Rev. Stat. Ann.
tit. 19, §752(5) (1996); Md. Code Ann., Family Law § 9-204(a)(2) (1996);
Mass. Amn:-Laws ch. 208, §31 (1996); Mich. Comp. Laws Amn § 722.23
(1996); Minn. Stat. Ann. § 518.17 (1996); Miss. Code Ann. § 93-5-24 (1996);
Mo. Aon. Stat. § 452.375 (1996); Mont. Code Ann. § 404-212 (1996); Neb.
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suring a child’s best interests is ideally the objective in every cus-
tody or visitation dispute, attaining that ideal is difficult. Assessing
which factors promote or hinder a child’s best interests® is a highly
subjective task. :

Assumptions about which interests are “best” for a child vg-
doubtedly have been shaped by history and dominant social cus-
toms. While such cultural influences are not inherently problem-
atic, they may allow stereotypes to color which interests are con-
sidered “best” for a child when one parent has embraced the values
of a misunderstood and consequently unpopular minority. Courts
must be careful not to consciously or unconsciously adopt some
standardized “all American” ideal as their guide te ensuring a
child’s best interests. As the Supreme Court said in Meyer v. Ne-

braska, 262 U.S. 390, 402, 43 S. Ct. 625, 628 (1923), the siatc’s

Rev. Stat. § 42-364 (1996); Nev. Rev. Stat. Anm. § 125.480 (1995); N.H. Rev.
Stat. Ann. § 458:17 (1995); N.J. Stat. Ann. § 9:2-4 (1996); N.M. Stat. Ann.
§ 40-4-9 (1997); N.Y. Dom. Rel. Law § 240 (1997}, N.C. Gerw Stat, § 50-13.2
(1996); N.D. Cent. Code § 14-09-06.1 (1997); Ohic Rev. Code Amm. § 3109.04
(1997); Okla. Stat. Ann. tit. 43, § 109 {1996); Or. Rev. Stat. § 107.137 (1995);
Pa. Stat. Ann. tit. 23, § 5301 (1996); R.1. Gen. Laws § 15-14-2 (1996); S.C.
Code Ann. § 20-3-160 (1996); S.D, Codified Laws Amn, § 25-5-7.1 (1997);
Tenn. Code Ann. § 36-6-101 (1996); Tex. Family Code Ann. § 153.002 (1995);
Utah Code Ann. § 30-3-10 (1996); Vt. Stat, Amn. &t. 15, § 665 (1996); Va. Code
Ann. § 20-124.3 (1997); Wash. Rev. Code Amn. § 26.09.184 (1996); W. Va.
Code § 48-2-15 (1996); Wis. Stat. Azn. § 767.24 (1997); Wyo. Stat. § 20-2-113
(1997). See generally 1 J. Atkinson, Modern Child Custody Practice § 4.02
(1986); 2 I. McCahey, M.’ Keufman, C. Kraut, D. Gaffner, M. Silverman & J.
Zett, Child Custody & Visitatior Law and Practice §10.02 (1989).

? As § 402 of the Uniform Marriage and Divorce Act, 9AUL.A. 628 (1970},
shows, the “best Interests” of the child typically includes (but is not limited to):
(a) the wishes of the child’s parent or parents; (b) the wishes of the child; (c) the
interaction and interrelationship of the child with his or her patent or parents,
siblings, and any other person who may significantly affect the child’s best inter-
est; (d) the child’s adjustment to home, school, and conununity; (¢) the mental
and physical health of all individuals fnvolved, )
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desire “to foster a homogencous people with American ideals”
does ;Jot justify interference with fundamental -constitutional

Religion—A Factor In Custody Disputes

While state and federal constitutional provisions protect free
exercise of religion, freedom of speech and association, parental
autonomy, and freedom from state imposed religion, it is generally
accepted that the child’s best interests is a state interest of superior
importance to the parent’s constitutionally protected rights. There-
fore, although trial courts endeavor to maintain 2 position of impar-
tiality toward religious affiliation and training, religion may be-
come a factor which is properly considered by the trial court,

Religion is properly considered in a custody determination only
when one parent establishes that exposure to the other parent’s re-
ligion is harmful to the child. This harm is not some distant ill-
defined emotional or psychological harm, rather there must be an
affirmative showing that the child’s welfare is tmminently and sub-
stantially threatened by exposure to the parent’s religious beliefs.
Once the threshold evidence has been presented that harm exists,
one commentator summarized the court’s task as follows:

In cases where threatened harm resulting from religious be-
liefs is alleged, the court should make a factual finding re-
garding the imminence and substantiality of the threat. If the
threat is imminent and substantial, the court may consider

- * See also Moore v. City of E. Cleveland, 431 U.S. 494, 506, 97 8. Cx, 1932,
1939 (1977) (“Constitution prevents [the state] from standardizing its children—

- and its aduls—by forcing all to live in certain narrowly defined family pat-
- tems.”); Pierce v. Society of the Sisters, 268 U.8. 510, 535, 45 8. Ct, 571, 573

{1925} (“The fundamentsl theory of liberty upon which all governments in this
Union repose extludes any general power of the state to standardize its children
- - . - The child is not the mere creature of the state.™)
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those beliefs in making the custody award. However, if there
is a0 alternative less restrictive than depriving the parent of
custody, then the court must pursue that less restrictive in-
fringement on the parent’s constitutional rights.

Mangrum, Exclusive Reliance on Best Interest May Be Uncon-
stitutional: Religion as a Factor in Child Custody Cases, 15
Creighton L. Rev. 25, 71 (1981) [hereinafter, Mangrum, Exclusive
Reliance on Besi Interest]. The cracial need for clear and convinc-
ing evidence of immediate and substantial harm as opposed to evi-
dence that amounis fo nothing. more than religious prejudice or
speculation about some uncertain emotional or psychological harm
to the child has been recognized by numerous courts that have con-
sidered this issue, See, ez, Palmer v. Palmer, 249 Neb. 814, 545
N.W.2d 751 (Neb. 1996); I re Weiss, 49 Cal. Rptr. 2d 339, 42
Cal. 4™ 106 (1995); Mesa v. Mesa, 652 So, 2d 456 (Fla. 4" Dist.
Ct. App. 1995); De Luca v. De Luca, 609 N.Y.5.2d4 80 (2d Dept,
1994); Osteraas v. Osteraas, 859 P.2d 948 (Idaho 1993); Kirchner
v. Caughey, 326 Md, 567, 606 A.2d 257 (1992); Pater v, Parer,
588 N.E.2d 794 (Ohio 1992); LeDoux v. LeDoux, 452 N.W.2d 1
(Neb. 1990Y; Zummo v. Zummo, 574 A.2d 1130 (Pa, Super. 1990);
Khalsa v. Khalsa, 751 P2d 715 (N-M. Ct. App.), cert. denied, 751
P.2d 700 (N.M. 1988); Hanson v. Hanson, 404 N.W.2d 460 N.D.
1987); In re Marriage of Mentry, 190 Cal, Rptr. 843 (Ct. App.
1983); In re Marriage of Hadeen, 619 P.2d 374 (Wash. 1980); see
also Felton v. Felton, 418 N.E.2d 606 (Mass. 1981); Waites v.
Waites, 567 S.W.2d 326 (Mo. 1978); Johnson v. Johnson, 564 P.2d
71 (Alaska 1977), cert. denied, 434 U 8. 1048 (1978); but see In re
Marriage of Short, 698 P.2d 1310 (Colo. 1985); Morris v, Morris,
412 A2d 139 (Pa. Super. 1979); Clift v. Clift, 346 So. 2d 429 (Ala.
Civ. App.), cert. demied, 346 So. 2d 432 (Ala. 1977). R

The aced for clear and affirmative evidence that thé threatened
danger is immediate and substantial is especially important when
the court is faced with allegations of religion-based harm to a
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child’s “normalcy.” Without the prerequisite of clear and affirma-
tive evidence of immediate and substantial danger, expert and non-
expert predictions of psychological harm due to g parent’s ‘abnor-
mal’ religious beliefs can easily result in curtailment of g patent’s
findamental freedoms,

“IRleligious beliefs need not be acceptable, logical, consistent, or
comprehensible to others in order to merit First Amendment pro-
tection.” Thomas v. Review Bd of Indiana Employment Sec., 450
U.8. 707,714, 101 S. Ct. 1425, 1430 (1981). ’

By what standard is a secular court to judge the essential fea-
tures of competing religions? The federal district court in Barnette
v. West Virginia Stote Board of Education, 47 F, Supp. 251 (S.D.
W. Va. 1942), aff'd, 319 US. 624, 63 S. Ct, 1178 (1943), de-
scribed the futility of such an undertaking:

Courts . . . have nothing to do with determining the reason-
ableness of [religious] belief. That is necessarily a matier of
individual conscience, There is hardly a group of religions
people to be found in the world who do not hold to beliefs and
regard practices as important which seem utterly foolish and
lacking in reason to others equally wise and religious; and for
the courts to attempi to distinguish between religious beliefs
or practices on the ground that they are reasonable or unrea-
sonable would be for them to embark upon a hopeless under-
taking and one which would inevitably result in the end of re-
ligious liberty. = - : S o



Id at253%ifa Pparent’s religious beliefs or practices are not illegal,
immoral or infmical to public health, welfare or social order, what
basis is there for burdening that parent’s religious freedom? See
Wisconsin v. Yoder, 406 U S, 205,92 8. Ct. 1526 (1972); Stone v.
Stone, 133 P.2d 526 {Wash. 1943).

Burdening a parent’s fundamental constitutional rights runs
~ headfirst into a long line of United States Supreme Court precedent
establishing -

4 United States v. Ballard, 322 U8, 78, B6-87, 64 8. Ct. 832, 886-887
(1944), a case involving criminal sanctions rather then the denial of child cus-~
tody or visitation because of refigious belief and practice, the United States Sy-
preme Court described not only the unconstitetionality but the hopelessness of a
secular court’s examination of religion.

that the state has no power to infervene against parental con-
- trol simply to ensure that the child’s development will be .
- *normal,” Likewise, in custody cases where unorthodox reli-
‘gious beliefs are involved, the court camoi constitutionally
prefer one parent simply becanse that parent’s religious be-
liefs are more conducive to the child’s “normal” develop-
ment. ., . .

‘Mangrum, Exclusive Reliance on Best Interest, 15 Creighton L.

Rev. at 68, 72-73. As the court said in Clift v. Clifs, 346 So. 2d 429
(Ala. Civ. App. 1977y “Questions regarding the celebration of
Christmas and birthdays or relating to participation in the electora]
Process or military service are not within the ambit of religions
views which may reasonably he construed ag endangering the men-
tal or physical health of the child” Id at 435; gecord Smith v.
Smith, 367 P.2d 230, 233 (Ariz. 1961); Cory v. Cory, 161 P.2d 385

(Cal. Ct. App. 1945). More recently, the Supreme Court of Ohio

. has held that “custody may not be denied to a parent solely because

she will not encourage her child to salute the flag, celebrate holi-
days, or participate in extracurricular activities.” Pater v, Pater,

588 N.E.2d 794, 797 (Ohio 1992),

of the child’s “best interests.” qumore V. Sidoti, 466 U.S. 429,
433,104 S. Ct 1879, 1882 (1984); Khalsa v, Khalsa, 751 P.2d 715
(NM. Ct. App), cerr. denied, 751 P.2d 700 (N.M. 1988). The reli-

gious intolerance and bias of one parent or even g mental health

9




expert or judge should never be allowed to determine child cus-
tody. If evidence against the Witness parent’s religion amounts to
nothing more than prejudicial expert or non-expert speculation
about vague emotional or psychological harm, the court must be
vigilant in upholding fundamental constitutional rights when the
exercise of such rights in fact poses no immediate and substantial
harm to the child.

Religion—A Factor in Visitation Rights Cases

When the non-custodial parent is a member of a “minority”
religion, the “majoritarian parent often argues that exposure to the
Don-custodial parent’s religion during periods of visitation wil] be
harmfizl and that the non-custodial parent should be restricted from
having the child accompanying him or her to religious services

during periods of visitation.

Ready assumptions abont confusion and conflict unavoidably
tlowing from exposure to different religions are not supported by
the psychological literature. As the following excerpts show, reli-
gious differences between parents do not autematically lead to con-
fusion, conflict, and harm:

- [Llittle difference is evident between children of mixed and
‘homogamous marriages. The daia relevant to this point does
not substantiate previous research which suggested that chil-
dren from mixed marriages would be more Psychologically
“unstable” than children from homogamous Inarriages.

Frideres, Offspring of Jewish Intermarriage: 4 Note, 35 Jewish
Soc. Stud. 149, 156 (1973). S B
Both parents should actively participate in the religious up- -
bringing of the children and not view the responsibility as one
of passive “non-interference.” Pedagogically as well ag pas-
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torally the combined religious influence of both parents ig
most important, SRR .

Lynch, Mixed Marriages in the Aftermath of “Matrimoniqg Mixta,
11 Ecumc_am'cd Stud. 637, 653 (1974). See also Sanua, Religion

125 Am. J. Psychiatry 1203 (1969),

There are a variety of sources available which may be useful in
showing that EXposure to both parents® religious beliefs can be
helpful and stimulating. For their children’s benefit, parents of dif-
fering religions are encouraged to expose their children to the relig-
ions of both parents, Author Lee F. Gruzen gives the following ad-
vice: ‘

Accept the fact thay differences are part of the Jewish/ Chris-
tign experience. . . . Be patient. . . Enjoy what's common and
shared, . . . Enjoy the diversity. | . .

Here are [four] recommendations that have 3 special applica-

ton to today’s interfaith parents raising Jewish/ Christian .
children, '

1



1. Be clear and honest from the siart, . . . 2. Offer children
a fair, informed exposure to both faiths, no matter what reli-
gious choices the family has made. . . . 3. Be prepared for the
realities of organized religion. . . . 4. Last of all ﬁ'ee them for
their own choices. .

L. Gruzen, Raising Your Jewish/Christian Child —Wise Choices
Jor Interfaith Parents 36-41, 143-149 (1987).

On the-issue of diversity, Judy Petsonk and Jim Remsen, au-
thors of The Intermarriage Handbook—A Guide for Jews and
Christians (1988), encourage parents to affirm their children’s reli-
gious/cultural duality and note the importance of full exposure to
both religious and cultural differences in the family. These authors
agree with Steven Carr Reuben that the worst message we can send
children of a mixed faith backgroond is that the religious faith of
one parent is bad or unimp_ortant.

" Children are confused when parents live lives of denial, con-
{usion, secrecy, and avoidance of religious issues. When par-
ents are open, honest, clear about their own beliefs, values,
and patterns of celebration, children grow up with the kind of

_security and sense of self-worth in the religious realm that is
s0 crucial to the development of their overall self-esteem and
knowledge of their place in the world.

S. Reuben, Raising Jewish Children In a Contemporary World 115
(1992).

Similar statements have been expressed by the judiciary in dif-
ferent states. For example, the Supreme Judicial Court of Massa-
chusetts noted:

The law, however, tolerates and even encourages up to a point
the'child’s exposure to the religious influences of both parents
although they are divided in their faiths. This, we think, is be-
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cause the law sees a value in “frequent and continuing con-
tact” of the child with both its patents [citation omitted] and
thus contact with the parents’. separate religious preferences.
There may also be a value in letting the child see, even at an
early age, the religious models between which it is likely to

‘be led to choose in fater life. And it is suggested, sometimes,

that g diversity of religious experience is itself a sound stimu-
lant for a child. See Smith v. Smith, 90 Ariz. 190, 194, 367
P.2d 230 (1961) (er banc) [fovinote omitted).

Felion v. Felton, 418 N.E.2d 606, 607-08 (Mass. 1981).

A Pennsylvania appellate court made a similar expression when
it observed:

It is important for courts to impose restrictions sparingly. [Ci-
tation omitted ] Courls ought not to impose restrictions which
unnecessarily shield children from the true pature of their
parents unless it can be shown that some detrimental impact
will flow from the specific behavior of the parent. The pro-
cess of the children’s maturation requires that they view and
evaluate their parents in the bright light of reality. Children
who learn their parents’ weaknesses and strengths may be
able better to shape lifelong relationships with them.

Fatemi v. Fatemi, 489 A.2d 798, 801 (Pa. Super. 1985).

Also note the followmg comments from the Supreme Court of
Anzona

The foregoing should be dispositive of the appeal, howev-

¢ er, there is a suggestion fhat the practices by appellant of her

beliefs were injurious fo the child. Appellee points to the lan-
guage of the trial court: .

13



“ % * % and I think I must recogaize that any deviation
from the normal school! routine brings a certain

amount of ridicule and criticism to the child which is,

of course, the basis of implanting neuroses in the

child.”

We are not unaware that deviation from the normal often
brings ridicule and criticism. We reject, however, the notion
that it is necessarily the basis for implanting neuroses. Criti-
cism is the crucible in which character is tested, Conformity
stifles the inteflect fathering decadency. New ideas are the
rungs upon which mankind supports itself in the long climb to
perfection. Tt is sufficient to say until then, man’s personality
is not 1o be watped into a universal mold. A judgment sup-
ported only by the tenuous threads of a possible neuroses de-
rived from deviation in normal activities will not withstand
the thrust of constitutional guarantees.

Smith v. Smith, 367 P.2d 230, 233 (Ariz. 1961).

For this reason, state appellate courts that have considered the
issue of when the non-custodial parent’s right to expose the child
to his or her religious beliefs can be restricted have unanimously
beld to the rule of law that restrictions on religious freedom are an
abuse of discretion and contrary to the best interests of the minor
child unless there is a clear and affirmative showing of present or
immediate harm as a direct result of such exposure. See Pater v.
Pater, 588 N.E.2d 794 (Ohio 1992); LeDoux v. LeDoux, 452
N.W.2d 1 (Neb. 1990); Zummo v. Zummo, 574 A.2d 1130 (Pa. Su-
per. 1990); Khalsa v. Khalsa, 751 P.2d 715 {Ct. App.), cert. de-
nied, 751 P.2d 700 (N.M. 1988); Petition of Deierling, 421
N.W2d 168 (fowa Ct. App. 1988); Hanson v. Hanson, 404
N.W.2d 460 (N.D. 1987); Matter of Marriage of Knighton, 723
S.W.2d 274 (Tex. App. 1987); Kelly v. Kelly, 524 A2d 1330 (N.J.
Super. 1986); In re Marriage of Mentry, 190 Cal. Rptr. 843 (Ca.
Ct. App. 1983); Sanborn v. Sanborn, 465 A.2d 888 (N.H. 1983);
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Flisher v. Fisher, 324 N.W.2d 582 (Mich. Ct. App. 1982y Felion v.
Felton, 418 N_E.2d 606 (Mass. 1981); In re Marriage of Hadeen,
619 P.2d 374 (Wash. App. 1980); 7 re Marriage of Murga, 163
Cal. Rptr. 79 (Ca. App. 1980); Osier v. Osier, 410 A2d 1027 {(Me,
1980); Comptor_z' v. Gilmore, 560 P.2d 861 (Idaho 1978); Robertson
V. Robertson, 575 P.2d 1092 (Wash. App. 1978); Harvis v. Harris, -
343 So. 2d 762 (Miss. 1977); Munoz v. Mimoz, 489 P24 1133
(Wash. 1971). '
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* LITIGATION STRATEGIES
‘Alternative Dispute Resolution (A.D.R.)

Alternative Dispute Resohition (A.D.R.) includes various non-
Htigation methods devised to resolve differences that would other-
wise be decided by a judge in 2 courtroom. A variety of factors—
including lack of physical space, increasing judicial caseloads, and
attorney preference—are making A.D.R. options more popular for
resolving matrimonial disputes.

The primary forms of AD.R. are mediation and arbitration.
Many states bave compulsory mediation for questions concerning
custody and visitation rights. In the mediation process, a neutral
person, the mediator, attempts to help the parents to reach their
own scttlement. The mediator has no authority to compel the par-
ents to accept the binding decision. Generally there is no hearing,
and any decision reached by the mediator cannot be enforced in a
court.

Arbitration differs from mediation. In arbitration, the parents,
through the attorney, agree on a neutral third party—generally a
single attorney or a panel of attorneys— to act as a judge in an ad-
judicatory-type hearing. The arbitrator has authority to render a
final and binding judgment that is enforceable in a court of law.

* Obviously these A.D.R. options should be carefully and prayerfully

considered. You should have the advice of your lawyer before en-

- tering into cither mediation or arbitration.

Arbitration and mediation differ in other aspects. Here are
some features that you may consider and discuss more fully with
your attorney: B R o

(1) In arbitration, the arBitrato_r listens to your testimony and the
testimony of the other witnesses, then makes a final decision of

17



your case. The arbitrator is solely responsible for the quality of
the decision. In mediation, the mediator assists parents to fa-
cilitate an amicable compromise or settlement. The mediator’s
objective is to remain neutral concerning the outcome and
leave the parents completely responsible for the quality of the
decision,

(2) In arbitration, the arbitrator has certain authority to enforce the
judgment. The arbitrator can limit the exchange of information
between the parents and can define the scope of the information
and type of communication. Most importantly, the arbitrator
asscsses and evaluates the facts presented. In mediation, the
miediator may become more involved with the parties and so-
licit background information that an arbitrator would not con-
sider. The mediator encourages and facilitates communication
between the parents and attempts to provide additional infor-
mation that broadens the scope of exchanges between the par-
ents. :

(3} Generally an arbitrator is an attorney. The arbitrator has con-
trol of the type of evidentiary and substantive law, as well as
the procedural rules that will be used in your arbitration, At-
torneys who advocate the advantages of the arbitration process
feel it is superior, becanse they can select an attorney who has
an expert’s knowledge of the law and social issues affecting di-
vorcé_ and custody litigation. Thus the arbitrator can apply this
knowledge and experience and, at the same time, remain neu-
tral toward the parties.” On the other hand, a mediator is more
Iikely to have a social science background with understanding
of the social process involving dispute resolution, divorce, as
well as related issues, such as domestic violence, substance
abuse, spousal abuse, or child development. Unlike the arbitra-
tor, the mediator has no legal authority over the parents. In
mediation there is less emphasis on legalities and more empha-
sis on understanding the dynamics of the family.

18

(4) A.D.R. may be financially less expensive and less emotionally
stressful than protracted litigation before a Judge.

Obviously there are benefits and detriments to any A.D.R. pro-
cess. For example, one potential benefit in sclecting arbitration is
that the parties actually choose the arbitrator, thus reducing the risk
of a biased or ineffective trial judge. Others may favor AD.R. be-
cause it may offer greater speed toward resolution. The swiftness
of the process may itself rednce the time and stress for parents and
children. Some have foumd that A DR, presents a less formal pro-
cess, with less anxiety than a formal courtroom setting.

There are also potential detriments to consider. An arbitrator’s
conclusion is. binding on the parties and may not give the parents
opportunity to make an appeal to an appellate court if they are dis-
satisfied with the arbitrator’s judgment. Likewise, because the ar-
bitration system is less formal, the arbitrator may not be bound by
certain rules of evidence, procedure, or law that may operate to
protect certain rights. Most important is the fact that, while some
States may permit arbitrators to make decisions concernring prop-
erty settlement and equitable distribution, some state statutes do
not allow the use of arbitration to setile custody and visitation is-
sues.

Mediation also has its'advantages and disadvantages. Media-
tion research studies indicate that clients are able to reach an

-agreement between 50% to 85% of the time. Similar studies indi-

cate that resolutions are generally attained more quickly and more
inexpensively by mediation than by litigation. In certain states, in
an effort to reduce judicial caseload and encourage settlement, me-
diation is a prerequisite to a court appearance, mediation may be
less confrontational, and a skiflful mediator can do much to mini-
mize stress and conflict between divorcing parties. On the other
hand, a partial or prejudiced mediator may actually embolden or
€mpower one parent to unreasonably resist overtures for setile-
meat. - Similarly, mediation is not bound by rules of evidence aor
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rules of legal principles that would constrain a trial judge, thus ex-
posing the parent to the mediator’s personal prejudice or lack of
experience. Yet, mediation may help entrenched parents to soften
their claims, broaden their perspective, and learn new methods of
communicating and preblem solving. Thus, the mediation process
will help parents in the divorce process and throughout their rela-
tionship as parents with minor children, However, many fee! that
mediation will not be effective in situations where either physical
or emotional domestic abuse has occurred.

Settlement

Settlement between the parties is always favored over litiga-
tion. As long as the compromise does not infringe the parent’s or
child’s conscience, cvery reasonable effort should be made to settle
the dispute, As the dwake! explained:

Obviously, when a family is broken and marriage pariners

Alternative Dispute Resolution options may offer the Christian
parent an opportunity to “let your reasonableness become known to
all men” (Philippians 4:5) By remembering and applying the
“Golden Rule,” a Christian parent can have success in these set-
tings. (Matthew 7:12; Luke 6:31) Professionals such ag your law-
yer, atbitrators, or mediators will no doubt appreciate your open-
ness and willingness to resolve your differences with a view to-
ward serving the best interests of your children,
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are separated, neither can have exclusive control of the child.

‘Both parents must be reasonable and willing to make some

concessions. Mediation requires negotiation, Negotiation
means neither parent gets cverything he or she wants,

Never forget that the child has a right to receive input
from both parents. Therefore, it would be shortsighted for one
parent to demand prohibitions on a child’s aftendance at or
pariicipation in the religious, cultural, or social activities of
the other parent when the child is with that one, Likewise, it
would be inappropriate for a parent to take an absolute posi-
tion on 2 child’s school and exfracurricnlar activities, associa-
tion, recreation, or post-secondary education without due con-

" sideration for the other parent’s input and the child’s jndi-

vidual choices.

For example, in a number of custody disputes in which a
Pparent is one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the other is not, the
couple have reached an amicable seiflement by agreeing that
the non-Witness parent will have generous time with the chii-
dren throughout the year, including holidays and other times
that are of special importance to the non-Witness. The parents

have agreed to allow each other to have an active input into

the educational, social, and medical issues affecting the chil-
dren, After all, both parents brought the child into the world
and thus have a natyral right to have a say in his upbringing.
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The Witness parent should encourage the child to Tespect
the right of the non-Witness parent to have his own religious
views and to express appreciation for that one’s kindnesses
and gifts. If both parents consider what is best for the chil-
dren, restraint and reasonableness can prevail over emotion
and bruised pride.

Awakel, October 22, 1988, page 12.

Very often visitation schedules are written providing the non-
Witness parent with specific days for visitation, particularly
Christmas, Easter, birthdays, and other holidays which the Witness
parent does not celebrate, The non-Witness parent has every right
to have these celebrations in his or her home with the child present.
If there is no harm to the child, it is unreasonable to think that the
Witness parent may impose his or her beliefs ot values on the non-
Witness parent during that one’s visitation. As specific attention is
given to the needs of the non-Witness parent to have the company
of the minor child during these holidays, specific langnage can be
placed in the order which assures that the child will be with the
Witness parent during events which are of particular importance to
Jehovah’s Witnesses, for example, the Memorial of the Lord’s
Evening Meal, circuit assembly weekend, special assembly day,
and the district convention.

As children of divorced parents grow older, they are often
made to feel guilty and uncomfortable when they are subjected to
abusive comments by one mate about the former mate’s religion or
way of life. Specific langnage can be used in a settlement which
prohibits the parent from conduct or comments that would disturb
the child. This would be particularly important if the non-Witness
parent is a disfellowshipped or disassociated person, or someone
who adamantly criticizes the teachings .of Jehovah's Witnesses.
See Awake!, December 8, 1997, pages 11-12,
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While seftlement is preferable to a lengthy, expensive, and
emotionally-draining trial, settlement should not cost Witness par-
ents their right to expose their children to religious activities. If
such a demand is made at scttlement, there is really no basis for
agreement. The matter must proceed to trial and pretrial motions or
motions fn limine must be made to keep teligions speculation and
bias out of the proceeding. If efforts ‘to keep the trial religion-free
fail, you must be prepared to defend the attack on religion on a
point-by-point basis.

Exclude Religious Prejudice

Each jurisdiction has its own procedures for pretrial motions or
motions in Jimine to strike non-probative, prejudicial evidence. If
local practice affords a motion in fimine or some other pretrial mo-
tion to exclude irrelevant, prejudicial evidence, such an evidentiary
motion should be made. Such motions get the issue of religious
prejudice out in the open early.

Use of Expert Testimony
1. Mental Health Experts

It is quite common in child custody and visitation litigation for
the court to rely on the ‘opinions of psychiatrists, psychologists,
social workers or family therapists. Preparation is essential to make
the best possible impression. Consideration of the material begin-
ning at page 43 of this booklet prior to evaluation is recommended.
Do not hesitate to seck the support of a mental health expert to de-
fend your case.
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2. “Religious™ Experts 3. Character Witnesses

Character witnesses, such as employers, teachers, principals,
physicians, or baby-sitters, can be excellent sources of supporting
evidence about one’s fimess as a parent. Members of the congrega-
tion may also be used ag character witnesses. However, if vou re-
quite an expert on the teachings and beliefs of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses, it would be preferable to contact the Watchtower Society’s
Legal Department for qualified candidates,

On occasion, non-Witness parents have enlisted the support of
former Jebovah’s Witnesses who use custody cases in order fo
voice their complaints about their experiences with Jehoval’s Wit-
nesses. These “religions” experts have no place in a custody or
visitation rights cage. Commenting on one ex-Witness’ testimony,
the Supreme Court of Ohio wrote:

A showing that a child’s mental health will be adversely af-
fected requires more than proof that a child will not share all
of the beliefs or social activities of the majority of his or her
peers. A child’s social adjustment is very difficult io measure,
and the relative importance of various social activities is an
extremely subjective matter. [Footnote omitted] For these
reasons, a court must base its decision that a particular reli-
gious practice will harm the mental health of a child on more
than the fact that the child will not patticipate in certain social
activities. [Footnote omitted] A parent may not be denied
custody on the basis of his ot her religious practices unless
there is probative evidence that those practices. will adversely
affect the mental or physical health of the child. Evidence that
the child will not be permitted to participate in certain social
or patriotic activities is not sufficient {o prove possible harm,

Impact of Extended Family

While the trial court is primarily concerned with the fitness of
each parent, certainly one of the factors it may consider is the abii-
ity of each parent to provide meaningful access and relationships
with the extended family. On occasion conversion to a different
religion brings about a good deal of acrimony and alienation
among close family members. Sometimes the Witnesg parent’s
own mother or father or in-laws may testify against the Witness
because of that one’s conversion. '

While there may be little that can be done in the short term to
reestablish good communication, stll, every effort should be made
to show that the child’s relations ip with these grandparents or ex-
+ . This [ex-Witness’] testimony was a blatant attempt to tended fanily membgrs_ 8 notJeopardlzgd_. '
stereotype an entire religion. '

Pater v. Pater, 588 N.E.2d 794, 799-800 {Ohio 1992).

I the non-Witness parent attempts to offer'testimony of this
pature, the Witness parent should mmmediately inform the body of
elders, who in turn should call the Watchtower Society’s Legal
Department for assistance in excluding such unfair and prejudicial
testimony before trial,
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- PREPARE TO GIVE EFFECTIVE TESTIMONY

Wise King Solomon advised: “Do not go forth to conduct a Je-
gal case hastily, that it may not be a question of what you will do in
the culmination of it when your fellow man now humiliates you.”

" (Proverbs 25:8) Admonishing the listener not to proceed “hastily”

advises the reader that preparation is necessary for success in a le-
gal matter. While amicable resolution of a family problem is al-
ways advisable, there may be situations in which a Christian parent
cannot reasonably avoid appearing in court and offering testimony.
Testimony may be taken in two settings. Most people are familiar
with the courtroom setting, but you may be called upon by your
adversary’s attorney to give a pretrial deposition.

A pretrial deposition, or examination before trial, is very simi-
lar to testimony you will give in a courtroom. The setting will be
less formal, because you may be in an attorney’s office. However,
your testimony at deposition is very important, because your state-
ments are made while you are under oath. Your opposing coun-
sel’s objective in a pretrial deposition is to gain information from
you that may be used to discredit you during trial. Therefore, care-
ful preparation with your attorney is essential.

‘Since an oath to tell the truth is administered by the court re-

- porter or & cownt cletk in a deposition and at trial, a Christian would

want to conscientiously consider the question of oath-taking (In-
sight on the Scriptures, Volume II, pages 517, 518, and 1162), as

. well as the responsibility to tell the truth. Christians have the repu-

tation as truth tellers and The Watchtower has admonished its read-
ers: “Should circumstances require a Christian to take the witness
stand and swear to tell the truth, then, if he speaks at all, he must
utter the truth.”-—The Warchtower, June 1, 1960, pages 352,

In addition to these Scriptural principles, your lawyer will dis-
cuss your testtmony with you to belp you present your case in a
manner that is honest, reasonable, and convincing, (Proverbs
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18:17) Standard advice that attorneys may give their clients when
preparing for a deposition or oral testimony before a judge includes
the following simple reminders: ' ' '

(1) Tell the truth.

(2) Listen very carefully to the attorney’s questions.

(3) Never answer a question that you do not fully understand.
(4) Limit your answer to the scope of the question.

(5) Never guess about an answer, If you do not know the proper
answer, then you should admit that and say: “I do not know the
answer.” '

(6) Do not iry to memorize your testimony.

(7) Once you hear a question and think you understand it, pause
before answering so that the attorney may have opportunity to
object; meanwhile, use the opportunity to think about how you
will answer. Never be afraid to admit that you have met with
your attorney and discussed this matter. That js why you have
an atfomey,

(8) If your attorney objects to a question, stop talking and do not
interfere with the discussion between the attorneys. If your at-
torney directs you not to answer a question, then do not answer
it.

(9) Remember that the court reporter can only record verbal ex-
pressions, so do not respond by nodding or shaking your head
or making any other gesture. o
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(10) If a question confises you, do not answer it, Ask the attorney
to clarify the question.

(11) Dress appropriately. The inipression you give the judge, op-
posing counsel, and the court officials should be a positive one.
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SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION
QUESTIONS THAT THE
WITNESS PARENT COULD FACE

Cross-examination gives the opposing attorney the opportunity
to question you after you have been questioned by your own attor-
pey. The opposing attorney’s objectives are threefold: (1) to elicit
mformation that will help his client; (2) to try to expose inconsis-
tencies in your own testimony; and (3) to impeach your credibility.
Your best defense during cross-examination is to answer: (1) hon-
estly; (2) briefly; and (3) directly.

Cross-examination questions are typically structured fo limit
your response to simiple “yes” or “no” answers. For example, a
typical question might be: “Isn’t it true that you would never con-
sent to a blood transfusion for your child?” You will be required to
answer the question. However, you will be able to explain your
answer. [f you have to answer a question by “yes” or “no” and yon
feel that an explanation would help you, make surc you let the
Judge know you want to give an immediate explanation,

Here are sample questions together with references to some of
the Watchtower Society’s publications containing background in-
formation which might be helpful. Of course, you should answer in
your own words from your own mind and heart. You will want to
listen carefully to the judge’s or attorney’s question before giving
an answer. If you do not understand the question, you should tell
the attomey that you do not understand the question before you
begin to answer. ’

31



Holidays:

When answering questions about holidays, we want to remem-
ber that many people view our religion as a litany of negative re-
sponses. Therefore, when possible, add some positive statement
which emphasizes the benefit to ourselves and our children when
we refrain from a celebration or boliday. For example, rather than
simply saying “No, I don’t celebrate Christmas,” you may respond
in the affirmative: “No, after a carefirl mvestigation of the Serip-
tures and the historical background of Christrnas, my family and T
concluded that the celebration of Christmas was not necessary to
have God’s approval. We have decided not to limit our gift-giving
and family gatherings to specific predetermined dates, but would
rather enjoy these activities year round.” See also The Watchtower,
October 15, 1992, page 18, paragraph 21.

While the question of the basis of religions beliefs really should
be irrelevant to the court’s consideration, a trial judge will be inter-
ested in knowing how your religious practice will affect your chil-
dren. The jndge may view the children as “deprived.” Under such
circumstances, you will want to make it clear to the court that you
respect the non-Witness parent’s right to celebrate these holidays
and that you respect the non-Witness parent’s right fo celebrate
these holidays with your children. As the Awake! has poinfed out:

Never forget that the child has a right to receive input
from both parents. Therefore, it would be shortsighted for one
parent to demand prohibitions on a child’s attendance at or
participation in the religious, cultural, or social activities of
the other parent when the child is with that one. Likewise it
would be inappropriate for a parent to take an absolite posi-
tion on a child’s school and extracurricular activities, associa-
tion, recreation, or post-secondary education without due con-
sideration for the other parent’s imput and the child’s indi-
vidual choices. .
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For example, in a number of custody disputes in which a
parent is one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and the other is not, the
couple have reached an amicable setflement by agreeing that
the non-Witness parent will have generous time with the chil-
dren throughout the year, including holidays and other times
that are of special importance to the non-Witness. The parents

"have agreed to allow each other to have an active input into

the educational, social, and medical issues affecting the chil-
dren. After all, both parents brought the child into the world
and thus have a natural right to have a say in his upbringing.

The Witness patent should encourage the child to respect
the right of the non-Wiiness parent to have his own religious
views and to express appreciation for that one’s kindnesses
and gifts. If both parents consider what is best for the chil.
dren, restraint and reasonableness can prevail over emotion
and bruised pride,

Awake!, October 22, 1988, page 12,

More recently, the Awake! stated:

No parent should forget that even after divorce, the child still
has two parents. The parents have divorced each other but
have not divorced the child. Therefore, except in extreme
circumsiances, each parent should have the freedom to act as
a parent when he or she has the child. Each should have the
freedom to express his or her feelings and values and have the
child share in the parent’s lawful activities, religious or oth-

erwise.

Awake!, December 8, 1997, page 10.
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On the subject of holidays you may face guestions such as the
following: :

= Do Jehovah’s Witnesses celebrate Christmas? Thanksgiving?
Easter? Birthdays? Halloween? Mother’s Day? Father’s Day?
Valentine’s Day? New Year’s Day? St. Patrick’s Day? Why?

* Arenot your children deprived of the Christmas spirit?

* Most of the children in your child’s class celebrate Christ-
mas. . ., eic., don’t they?

* Isn’t it difficult for children to feel different from their class-
mates and school friends?

» Isn’t it difficult for children to be Jehovah's Witnesses?

* In fact, isn’t it difficult for you at times to feel different and to
be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

Religion:

Many try to portray the beliefs and practices of Jehovah’s Wii-
nesses as dogmatic and restrictive. Some who may have access to
literature written by former Witnesses or persons who wish to at-
tack the religious beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses may even fry to
show that association with the congregation of Jehovah’s Wit
nesses means that children are taught to avoid thinking for them-
selves or that Witnesses view anyone who is not one of Jehovah's
Witnesses, including the judge and the child’s non-Witness parent,
as God’s enemies who ate not entitled to hear the truth..

When answering questions about religious beliefs and practic-
es, cmphasize the fact that you have formed your beliefs and
adopted your practices after much study and reflection; your relig-
ion is not simply a matter of rules which have been imposed by
others or 'some mysterious and distant orgamization. You want to
emphasize the fact that you are a thinking, well-balanced, reason-
able individual who is.competent to act as a parent. Avoid any re-
sponse which gives the impression that you are unwilling or unable

34

to provide for your child’s best interests because of your religious
beliefs. :

Do you believe you have the only right religion?-

* Do you believe the Catholic (or other) church is true or false?

* Do you believe all false religion is under the control of Satan?

= s the Catholic {or other) church under the control of Satan?

= Are Catholics (or whoever) under the control of Satan?

* Is the non-Witness parent under the control of Satan?

*  Will God destroy all false religion?

* As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, do you believe that only Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses will be saved? -

= Will all Catholics (or whoever) be destroyed?

* Do you teach your children that the non-Witness parent’s reli-
gious beliefs are wrong?

* Do you teach your children that the non-Witness parent will be
destroyed by God if they do not become one of Jechovah’s Wit-
nesses?

= Is it true that there are great differences between beliefs of
Catholics (or whoever) and Jehovah’s Witnesses?

* Can you be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and a Catholic (or
whoever) at the same time?

= If you cannot be one of Jehoval’s Witnesses and a Catholic (or
whoever) at the same time, how can you expect your c¢hild to
be? :

* Will you teach your children that both your church and the
Catholic (or other) church are right?

* Woun't your children be confused by being taught two relig-
ions?

= If your son/daughter was participating in a play or another spe-
cial event at the Catholic (or other) church, would you attend?

* If a family member was being baptized, married, or a family
funeral service was being given in a Cathotic (or other) church,
would you attend? o -
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= How would you feel if one child decided he/she did not want to
be one of Jehovah’s Witnesses and chose to belong to another
church?

= Would you still love that child?

= If one child decided he/she wanted to attend services of another
church, would you allow him/her to do s0? Would you accom-
pany him/her? .

Blood:

Some confuse the Bible’s teaching on the use of blood and
blood products with the position of other religions that refuse all
medical treatment. You want to show that you are a loving, caring
parent who wants the best medical care possible for your children.
Explain that you are aware of many serious and possibly fatal dan-
gers from blood and that you have made arrangements with your
doctor to provide alternative non-blood management of your chil-
dren’s medical and surgical needs. Acknowledge that your former
mate properly has a right to have a say in any medical decisions
involving the children, See Awake!, December 8, 1997, page 10;
Awatke!, October 22, 1988, page 12. Stress the fact that you want
the best available medical treatment for yourself and your children
and that avoidance of blood, in your opinion and the opjuion of
many in the medical community, is a sound, healthful course.

In preparing your comments, it may be helpful to review the
Appendix in this booklet and the following publications:

“Questions From Readers,” “Would it be propcr to accept a
 vaccination or some other medical injection containing al-
buntin derived from human blood?” The Watchiower, Oc-
tober 1, 1994, page 31.

“Jehovah’s Witnesses and the Medical Profession Cooperate,”
Awake!, November 22, 1993, pages 24-27.
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“Preventing and Controlling Hemorrhaging Without Blood
Transfusion,” 4wake!, November 22, 1991, page 10.

“Questions From Readers,” “Do Jehovah’s Witnesses ac-
cept injections of a blood fraction, such as immune globulin
ot albumin?” The Watchtower, June 1, 1990, page 31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Would you accept an autolo-
gous® blood transfusion?” The Waichtower, March 1, 1989,
pages 30-31.

“Acting in Yowr Child’s Best Interests,” Awake!, Octo-
ber 22, 1988, page 12.

Reasoning Book, page 74.

“Questions From Readers,” “Could a Christian accept a
bone-matrow transplant, since blood is made in the mar-
1ow?” The Watchtower, May 15, 1984, page 31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Is there any Scriptural reason
why Jehovah’s Witnesses should not accept blood substi-
tutes or ‘ariificial blood’?” The Warchiower, January 15,
1984, page 31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Should congregation action be
taken if a baptized Christian accepts a human organ trans-
plant, such as of a cornea or a kidoey?” T?ze Watchz‘ower,
March 15, 1980, page 31.

5 Autologous means “derived from the same individual” In this con-
text, it meéans use of your own blood. Homologous means “derived
from or developed in response to organisms of the same species.” In
this context, it means use of someone else’s biood.
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“Questions From Readers,” “Are serum injections com-
patible with Christian belief?” The Watchtower, une 15,
1978, pages 30-31. )

Here are just a few sample questions that you might expect:

* Do you teach that it is better to die than to tzke a blood transfa-
sion?

* Is it true that only a minority of doctors are willing to try alter-
native bloodless treatment?

* Isn’t it frue that it may not be possible to find a doctor who will

" use bloodless alternatives? What if the only available doctor

said there were no alternatives? Would you prefer to see your
child die?

* Would you ever consent to your child being given a blood
transfiision?

* "What if the doctors said your child would die without a blood
transfiision?

» If the doctors told you that your child needed a blood transfis-
sion, would you advise and consult your ex-wife/husband?

* How would you feel if your ex-wife/husband consented to your

- child being given a blood transfusion?

* Would you suffer any religious penatty if you or.your child
were given a blood transfusion? '

*  Would youn be subject to alienation or disapproval from church
members if you or your child were given a blood transfusion?

* Would you still love your child, even if he/she was given a
blood transfusion? g

Governments;

_ The stand which Jehovah’s Witnesses take regarding govern-
ments is often misunderstood. When responding to questions re-
garding your view of government, accentuate the positive—youn
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- pay all your taxes, you ¢ honest and law-abiding, you do not in-

Ive vourself in civil disobedience, and you believe that the supe-
:ic:)r auytgoriﬁes, including court officials, should be obeyed and are
worthy of our honor 814 Tespect. See 1 Peter 2:13, 14, 17.

- te?

. gg ﬂ :t(':md up for the National Anthem/salute FlTe flag?

= [{the country is & War, would you fight in the m.lllta.ry?'

= Do you believe that you will be persecuted for your beliefs?

= What kind of persecvtion do you expect and from whom?

* Do you teach your children that they will be persecuted for
their beliefs? I that healthy for your children? ’

= Are your childrn frightened by the prospect of persecution? .

» Do you belicve God will destroy the governments of this

world?

Satan:

Many do not consider Satan to be a real person and will find
belief in Satan to be childish or fanatical. When giving an answer,
distinguish the Bible's View of Satan from the cartoon ch_aractfsr
with a pitchfork, as 1Ay 'peop]e view Satan.. If people believe in
God and His angels, %hy s it childish to believe that some angels

chose to disobey God”

» s Satan the raler of the world?
* Do you believe the governments of this world are controlled by

Satan? ]
*  Are the judge and this court controlled by Satan?

* Do you teach your children that Satan controls everyone who is
not one of Jehoval's Witnesses?

Anhageddon:
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. p[ﬁvents

Armageddon marks a time of destruction of the wicked, as well - o the fact that every child has two parents a;“: n];)is or et importam
as the beginning of God’s restoration of mankind to peace, security : non-Witness parent from exposing the clil'llOc(zob o 1 1988, Page
and good health. Emphasize the positive aspects of the event. Bx- ' religious or culfural evepts. See Awake.,
plain that Jehovah God has authority to judge, not individuals, See - 12.- '

Does God Really Care About Us?, page 21, paragraph 16 (1992). : B hen 16 palenttv. di
Armageddon is not like the tragic “hellfire.” Children generally experience stress whe omSELVES iy
' : vorce. Strife at home may cause youths- to ISOIa'teintE gl‘dﬁﬂg fa“lil
* Do you believe that we are living in the time of the end? effort to avoid the tensions characteristic of a :.il;ociety wisely a dj_(
* Do you believe that many people and much of the world will be life. .'I'hat is one reason why the Watchtowe -
" destroyed at Atmageddon? monished parents: :
* Do you teach your children about Armageddon? - olate r_belﬂs"’lm Mgy
®* Are your children not scared/upset at the prospect of their Children who have a tendency :Odli; g g reciated ey,
mother/father, school friends, and neighbors being destroyed at be made to feel tht they are wante ions 00 Epert.
Ammageddon? bers of the family, that their thoughts, emo ple 5¢t by
) enccs arc important to their parenis. In thef ?:hat real BEppi.
. o : their parents they need to see positive proc thers. {Acty
fsolation: ness comes from giving of oneself in behalf}1 Of‘;ﬂxpressi_n
i ; e W ' 20:35) Parents can provide such proof, not 08 = 4yt g
Some eritics all:ege that chlldr.e:n ‘of Jehovah’s Witnesses are a genuine concern and sympathy for persons in n; boa ey,
cult. As the Reasoning book explains: _ by doing what they can to be of help, It may Slmo ey,
. - { doing shopping, cleaning or other chores " ying
A cult is a religion that its said to be i:lnorthpdox or that em- E:nz 01_0];25 dsjc§g£ o dgpersons. At a very early agcﬂ‘:uch 1 ga;}[
phasizes de_votion according to prescnbcd_nmal. Many cults be taught to share in such activity. This can 40 0T oy
follow a living human leader, and often their adherents live in the child to recognize the importance of showing
groups apart from the rest of society. The standard for what is ) the welfare of other people, ‘
orthodox, however, should be God’s Word, and Jehovah’s COTEE o
Witnesses strictly adhere to the Bible. Their worship is a way Parents must also watch that they do not;:s with ﬂleill:
of tife, not a ritual devotion. They neither follow a human nor : isolate themse™™ 4 ¢ .
- ? . allow their sons and daughters to isolate A fag
isolate themselves from the rest of society. They live and OW ThEtr el o ly

X . ool
own entertainment, friends, ideas or imaginaft® good cory.

work in the midst of other people. needs to do things together in order to maints™ do 10t siy_

' ‘ ‘ munication. Parents have to be on guard that thﬁwhan \v'isitor,3
Reasoning from the Scriptures, page 202. : ' : ply appear to do things as a family. Perhaps e Ghild:eﬁ
' come to the homs or the family visits els'ewhefel’ves from gy,

Critics may also claim that Witness children will suffer from isi

as a regular matter of course withdraw themsiirs vist They
company of adults and keep away during the eélup asSDCiaﬁng
may even be told to do so. If children thus en

“social iSolation” because they gemerally do not participate 'in
birthday and patriotic celebrations in school. This assertion ignores
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only with those of their own age group, how can they possibly
develop appreciation for the wisdom that comes with age and
experience? (Prov. 1:20, 21; 8:1-11) How can they leam io
carry on meaningfhl conversation with adults and wnderstand
the aspirations, concerns, feelings and needs of older people?
(Lev. 19:32) Will they not become narrow in their viewpoints,
looking at matters only through the eyes of inexperienced
youth? At the same time, will not parenis likewise become
arrow in their outlook, unaware of the thinking of their chil-
dren? Will they not have a generation: gap in their home?

“Lasting Gain from Living by the Bible as a Family,” The Warch-
fower, March 1, 1975, Pages 155-156, Paragraphs 21, 22,

Some claim that Jehovah’s Wiinesses only allow their children
to associate with other Witness children. However, The Watch-
fower of April 15, 1993, on page 15, has clearly stated using 2
Timothy 2:20-22, that “Paul thus cautioned Timothy that even
among fellow Christians there might have been ‘vessels lacking
bonor’—individuals who did not conduct themselves aright.”
Therefore, explain that a parent’s decision on a child’s associates
would not be based on religion, but on the young one’s conduct.
The Watchtower has also stated:

If you are a parent, are you conscious of [1 Corinthians 15:33]
as you reason with and make decisions concerning your chil-
dren? It will probably help if you acknowledge that this does
not mean that all other youths whom your children are around
in the neighborhood or at school are no good. Some of them
may be pleasant and decent, as some of your neighbors, rela-
tn_res, and workinates are, Try to help your offspring to see
this and to grasp that you are balanced in your application of
Paul’s wise, paternal counse] to the Corinthians, Ag they dis-
cemn the way you balance things, it can help them to imitate
you. —Luke 6:40; 2 Timothy 2:22. '
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The Watchtower, August 1, 1993, page 20.

Here are just a few sample questions that you might expect:

* Isn’t it true that 1 Corinthians 15:33 counsel to avoid “bad as-
sociation” means that you do not want your children to associ-
ate with anyone who is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

* Isn’t it true that you forbid your children to play with anyone
who is not one of Jehovah’s Witnesses?

* Isn'fit true that your religion forbids dating for young people?

Disfellowshipping:

Disfellowshipping is defined by the Watchtower Society’s pub-
lications as a spiritual cutting off. However, blood and family tics
remain. Some former Witnesses criticize this Scriptural practice
and allege that the religious practice of disfellowshipping will pre-
vent the disfellowshipped parent from having a close and loving
relationship with the children after divorce. This argument is
purely speculative. First, according to the religious practice “nor-
mal family affections and dealings can continue.” See The Watch-
tower, April 15, 1988, page 28, paragraph 13. “The disfellowship-
ping process of the congregation only alters the spiritual relation- -
ship between the individual and the Christian congregation, In fact,

. it severs the spiritual bonds. But the parent-child relationship re-

mains intact. ‘The custodial parent must respect the disfellow-
shipped parent’s visitation rights.” (Awake!, December 8, 1997,
pages 11-12) Second, all children are admonished to show honor
to father and mother. (Ephesians 6:1-3) This directive does not
take into account the parents’ religious affiliation or standing. Fi-

- nally, the condition of being disfellowshipped is temporary in most

cascs. :

= Would you deny visitation rights to a disfellowshipped parent?
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- Wouldn’t your children be taught not to greet their dis-
fellowshipped parent?

Aren’t you required to put a child out of the home if he/she was
disfellowshipped?

Practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses:

How many meetings do Jehovah’s Witnesses have a week?
You attend all of these meetings?

If you did not attend all of these meetings or go out preaching,
would you be subject to congregational disapproval or disci-
pline by your elders?

Do you bring your children to all of these meetings?

Is it not correct that if your children attend your midweek meet-
ing they would not be in bed before 9:45 or 10:00 p-m.? Is that
not a very late night for a small child? .

Isn’t it difficult for small children to sit through these long
meetings? Wouldn’t they rather be playing than attending
these meetings?

Would you teach your children to be one of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses?

You hope your children will become Jehovah’s Witnesses?
Will you bring your children out in your preaching work?
Every weekend? For how long?

If your children do not want to go to your church meetings,
would you force them to go? '

If your children did not want to go out preaching, would you )

force them to go? .

Is it not difficult for you to go preaching at times? You meet
- some people who do not want to hear your message, who reject
yeu and are rude to you? Lo
I your children went preaching would they at times encounter
people who disagree with them, reject them and are rude to
them? - - - '

*  Wouldn’t that be difficult for your children?

would they fing

that hard to endure?

* s it not harmful for children to feel rej ected? " deliberatety
* If you care about your children, why woul d¥o qaffer emba.

place them in a situation where they are boun
rassment and rejection?

Education: .
, ducation. Qg
Many feel that Jehovah’s Witnesses are agains! Zucouraged to
the contrary, the children of Jehovah’s Witnesses areﬁcient inreaq.
make the most of their education and to become pro 'g Witnesgeg
ing, writing, and analytical abilities. In fact, _Jeh‘;‘j’ s oCation,
often excel in school. The decisions concerning . are PeTSong)
participation in extracurricular activitics, and Cal;"e s the Watch,
decisions to be made by both parents and the chil o nd-fast Tuleg
tower Society has indicated, there are “no harxtrﬂ education »
[which] should be made either for or against ewiﬂ]aPurpose;,
(The Watchtower, November 1, 1992, “Educailon“ Loation—Uge
page 19. See The Watchtower, February 1, 1996, . brochite, Jo.
Tt to Praise Jehovah,” page 9} You may refer © o Tower Pyp_
hovah's Witnesses and Education, and use the - o1l Which the
lications Index to investigate the wide range Oftopiﬂamhtower So-

Society encourages discussion and research. T?}f ot and serioyg.
ciety’s publications encourage youths to be dilig
minded in their studies.

g5 5Ct 0Ut yorp

»  Does the brochure School and Jehovah’s Witnes®
church’s beliefs in the school setting? pildren in you
* Your church recommends that parents and cochﬂre and gy
‘faith are to follow the rules set out in that bY ,
“teachers should abide by them? . - joen 10 890ciate
= Isp’t it frue that you won’t permit your chil g0t Jelovalyg
with or make close friends of people who
Witnesses? o
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= En’tit true that you won’t permit your children to go to school
dances? date? .

- lsn’t_it true that you would not allow your children to pattici-
pate in extracurricular activities? school plays? school bands?

= Isn’t it true that you would not permit your children to be a
class representative or be on the school conncif?

* Isn’t it true that you would not permit your children to partici-
pate in school elections?

* Isn’t it true that you would not aljow your children to join any
school clubs? school ieams? -

* Isn’t it true that you would not allow your children to attend
college or university?

] Ign’t it true that if your children attended a college or univer-
51ty3 they would face disapproval in the congregation and be
subject to counseling by your ministers?

* Isn’t it true you would not permit your children to engage in
any school activities associated with national or religious holi-
days?

* You do not permit your children to stand up for the National
Anthem in school, do you? -

* Isn’t it true that your children will be very different from the

l.najority of children in school and will be deprived of many en-
Joyable, healthy activities that they enjoy?

* It’s not easy for a child to be one of Jehovah's Witnesses at
school, is it?

= Isn’t it true that you want and are going to teach your children
to be full-time ministers?

Corporal Punishment:

Among many social scientists, corporal punishment is viewed
negatively. Many believe that the counsel of Proverbs 13:24 and
Proverbs 29:15 encourages sincere Bible students to apply physical
discipliné whenever possible. However, the Bible’s counsel on
child-rearing is much broader.
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Administering discipline to children: In the Bible the
. Greek word translated *discipline” means “educate.” There-
fore, the goal of discipline is primarily, not to cause pain, but
to train. Much of this can be accomplished without spanking,
though that may be necessary at times. (Proverbs 13:24) The
Bible says: “Listen to discipline and become wise.,” (Prov-
erbs 8:33) Too, Paul wrote that one should keep oneself “re-
strained under evil,” administering reproof with “long-suf-
fering.” (2 Timothy 2:24; 4:2) This rules out angry outbursts
and excessive force even when spanking is needed.

In view of these Bible principles, ask yourself: ‘Does my
discipline teach, or does it simply conirol by hurting? Does
my discipline instill right principles or just fear?”

Awake!, February 8, 1993, page 11.

More recently, the book, The Secret to Family Happiness ex-
plained, “Parents should discipline in love, just as Jehovah does.
(Hebrews 12:4-11) . . . The Bible in no way endorses angry whip-
pings or severe beatings, which bruise and even injure a child—
Proverbs 16:32.” (pages 59-60} Thus, it follows that “[w}hen the
law of the Christ prevails in the household, there is no place for
discipline administered with uncontrolled anger or for hurtful sar-
casm. In such a home, children feel safe and upbuilt, not burdened
or torn down—Compare Psalm 36:7.”

The Watchiower, September 1, 1996, page 21.

= Do you believe in corporal punishment?

=  You believe the Bible directs parents to discipline their chil-
dren with a rod or stick, don’t you?

* You would not be a good Christian/good parent if you failed to
heed that Biblical command? ’
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Practice Sessions:

s Did you talk to your lawyer about this court proceeding?

= Did your lawyer tell you what to say?
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-SAMPLE CROSS-EXAMINATION QUESTIONS
FOR NON-WITNESS PARENT

Clearly not all non-Witness parents are bpposed to Bible-based

training of the children. Your attorney will have many questions to
pose concerning secular issues such as the non-Witness parent’s
employment, life-style, arid role as a parent and spouse. If the non-
Witness parent opposes permitting the children to be exposed to
your religious beliefs, then you and your attorney will need to work

together to outline questions which will concern the Tollowing ar-

€as:

Non-Witness parent’s attitude toward the Witness parent:

Basis for any allegation of harm to the children as a result of
exposure to theocratic activities : .
Testimony concerning any agresment conceming religious

+training of the children

The children’s righf of freedom of choice
Advantages to being raised in accord with Bible principles

Here are some sample questions for these areas:

Would you agree that it is beneficial to teach your children to
be honest at all times?

Would you agree that it is beneficial to teach your children to
obey those in proper authority?

Would you agree that it is beneficial to teach your children to
be morally and physically clean?

Would you agree that it is beneficial to encourage your children
to read the Bible? '

Would you agree that it is beneficial to have your children re-
ceive religious training?

Is reading the Bible harmful to your children?
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Do you object that the children are taught to live by the Ten
Commandments? or by the “Golden Rule?”

Is reading the Bible indoctrination? '

Is this “confusion” or “anxiety” you coniplain of reflected in
your children’s school reports?

Do you object to your children being exposed to different po-
litical viewpoints? - Religious viewpoints?

Do you object to the school teaching children about different
nations/cultures and their religions?

Do you object to your children learning about the religious
viewpoints of their friends and their fifends’ families?

Do you want to prevent your children from learning about their
other parent’s views?

Does the other parent prevent the children from kuoWing about
your religious views?

Should your children be allowed to choose which religion they
wish to follow?

Do you love your children only so long as they are in your re-
ligion?

Will you still love your children if they become Catholics,
Jews, members of the Unitarian Church, Mormons or Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses?

‘What have you told your children about Jehovah’s Witnesses?
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PREPARATION FOR PSYCHOLOGICAL
- ORPSYCHIATRIC EVALUATION - -

‘Today the courts rely more and more on the evaluations and
recommendations of psychologists and psychiatrists in determining
the best interests of a child. The process of psychological or psy-
chiatric evaluation thay be relevant to the issue of whether the reli-
gious teachings and beliefs of Jehovah’s Witnesses have any harm-

‘ful effect on your children. Therefore, there is a growing likelihood

that both spouses as ‘well as the children will receive some type of
evaluation, whether at the insistence of the coust or at the sugges-
tion of an attorney in preparing evidence to present the case. The
objective of this discussion is to help you understand and prepare
for a psychologicat or psychiatric evaluation.

In the past many have feared or distrusted mental health care
professionals. There is no basis or peed for such preconceived fear
or distrust. Keep in mind that the primary objective of the court
proceeding and the psychological or psychiatric evaluation is to
determine which parent is best suited to provide the children a se-
cure and safe home, Therefore, certain matters must be kept clearly
in mind: ' o

1. Do not be unduly defensive or suspicions of the men-
tal health care professional’s role in the evaluation pro-
cess, Many evaluators have an interest in people and care
about people. They give their subjects the benefit of the
doubt. You shounld assome that they will try to put your best
interests first if you cooperate with them. Try not to re-
spond in a defensive orhostile manner. The mental health
care professional with whom you are working has ajob to
do. Cooperate and they will try to cooperate with you.
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2. Everyone has had problems or difficalties in their
past and no one comes from a perfect background.
When questioned about difficult areas or problems in the
past, be honest and frank. Try to show how Bible principles
have helped you to overcome psychological scars or prob-
la.ams, but do not exaggerate or paint things in an unrealistic
light, claiming that all your problems have gone away since
you have leamed Bible principles. Show how Bible princi-
ples are helping you to cope with your problems and pre-
sent them #n an honest, objective manner.

3. Do not use the evaluation session as an opportunity to
present Bible literature and witness about the Kingdom
hope. The mental health care professionals selected to
evaluate you and your family have an objective in mind. ¥
court appoinied, they are required to present their findings
to the couwrt and you will want to make it easy for them to
do their job. They are probably not interested in the Bible
principles that guide your life, but are interssted in under-
standing how you are applying Bible principles in your
home in order to produce a healthy and well-balanced envi-
ronment in which to raise the children. In some circum-
slances it may be appropriate for you to share your hope
abeut God’s Kingdom during an interview, but you should
not make it your objective fo preach to the mental health
care professionals who conduct the interview. The theme to
keep in mind is that of the best interests of your children.

4. Show that you have a balanced view and that Bible
principles have helped you to maintain such a view. Do
not present yourself or Bible principles as rigid or obses-
sive. Rather, show that you are a reasonable person by
showing your flexibility and responding in an open and
ngndgfensive manner, For example, questions about reli-
gious practices such as not celebrating holidays will be a
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part of the examination. They will be interested in deter-
mining how you, as a good parent, bandle this practice with
your children. They will want to know whether or not you
are sensitive to the fact that your children may feel unusual,
left out, or alienated by what may be a recent change in
your religion.

You will want to take the initiative by showing that you
have a close and loving bond with your children, that you
understand their honest reactions to your religious prac-
tices, that you have helped them to develop a sense of secu-
rity about the practice of their religion, and that they are not
merely parroting the expressions that you have provided for
them. If your children arc to be tested, you should also fry
to prepare them to face the experience with an open and
positive attitude.

5. H you do not understand a guestion, ask for clarifica-
tion. If you are asked a question you do not understand or if
you feel that the evaluator is getting at something other than
what is stated, you should calmly ask the evaluator to re-
state or rephrase the question so that you may provide an
accurate answer.

6. You may be asked questions about your refusal to
take blood or accept blood products. You may be ques-
tioned about whether you would permit your child to die
because of your refusal to consent o a blood transfusion.
Rather than just explaining your hope in your child’s resur-
rection in God’s new world and de-emphasizing the impor-
tance of your child’s life in this system, show a balanced -
view and state in positive terms the medical steps that you
would take to assure the child had the best possible medical
treatment available. Be prepared to discuss specific non-
blood alternative medical treatments which would be avail-
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able to the child if some doctor was of the opinion that
blood was needed. You do not want to give the impression
that your religion requires you to allow your child to die
should a medical emergency arise.

7. What is not said is often as important as what is said.

- Remember to maintain good eye contact. Sit up straight and
try to relax as you speak. Act as if you were speaking to
someone in whom you could confide. Use a calm and mea-
sured tone of voice. Put expression and feeling into your
voice so that you are able to communicate in an honest and
natural way. Do not feel intimidated but try to put your
evaluator at ease,

8. You are on display as one of Jehovah’s Witnesses.
When appearing for the evaluation remember to be punc-
t}lal and to dress in an appropriate manner, a manner befit-
ting a minister of Jehovah. Since mental health care profes-
sionals are tramed to do this type of evaluation, to the de-
gree reasonable allow them to ask the questions and do not
try to control or restructure the interview. Not every ques-
tion has a hidden meaning. You do not want to present
yourself as one who is paranoid or afraid to communicate
honestly.

In addition to a conversational, clinical evaluation, you may be
asked to take certain psychological tests which are designed to un-
derstand your personality and your ability to care for the best inter-
ests.of the child. There arc a varicty of tests which may be used.
Some tests focus on your intelligence and thinking ability. The
Wechsler Intelligence Test appears to be a widely administered
test. The Wechsler test is a series of tests and may be used for
adult§ as-well as children over the age of four. In addition to testing

intelligence, this series of tests may also be used to measure one’s
ability to formulate ideas and overall intelligence. '
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. - Other types of tests are designed to categorize the type of per-
sonality. A commonly used test is the Rorschach Test. it uses ink
blots. The examinee will be shown a series of ink blots and will be
asked to describe what they look like, or what the examinee thinks
they might be. There are no right or wrong apswers. However, if
you have a defensive or hostile attitude about taking the exam, this
attitnde may influence the findings. Your responses will be re-
corded and scores, ratings, and interpretations will be derived
therefrom. This test is used for adults as well as children of school
age. Other tests involve use of pictures or diagrams, word associa-
tions, sentence completion, or expressive drawings. -

Often more objective tests and scales are used. For example,
the Minnesota Multiphasic Personality Inventory (MMPI) and the
updated MMPI-2 are widely used to test for certain personality
traits. Tt consists of about 550 statements and it calls on the exami-
nee to answer “true,” “false” or “cannot say.” The topics include
family relationships, sexual and religious attitudes as well as fears
and problems within the family. The interpretation of the exami-
nee’s score will take into comsideration the examinee’s back-
ground, ethnic group, sex, age, and education.

Keep in mind that the objective of a psychological or psychiat-
ric evaluation is to determine whether or not you are the parent
who will provide the better home for your children. The mental
health care professional is interested in determining whether or not
you have the personality and emotional stability to provide for the
physical, mental, and emotional needs of your children. You must
bé prepared to show in a positive, honest and frank manner that
you will provide. for your children’s welfare and best interests and
that you are the parent more capable of doing so. Do not be quick
to attack your former spouse. Rather, be prepared to show and pre-
sent in an honest way the loving and caring concern you have for
your children and the way in which you are able to express this to
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the children. Show that you have already developed a close, loving
relationship with your children and that there is nothing in your
personality or religious practices that would require the children
not to be placed in your custody.

COPING WITH EVALUATIONS BY MENTAL
HEALTH CARE PROYESSIONALS

To help you understand how the foregoing general principles
can be applied, we provide the following examples of questions
and answers that might assist you in a psychological or psychiatric
evaluation. As indicated, a person being evaluated should not be
unduly defensive or suspicious of the mental healih care profes-
sional’s rpIe in the evaluation process. You would want to answer
any questions openly, understanding that it is the role of the mental
pealth care professional to elicit information from you. The follow-
ing is an example of how NOT to respond during the interview:

Q: Can you tell me about why you and your ex-husband di-
voreed?

A %y do vou want to know? I know he’s probably been
spreading those lies about me. You're probably going to take
his side anyway.

Q: _ Well, no. But your husband mentioned that youf religious
beliefs have been a source of differences, Can you telf me a lit-
tle bit about your religious beliefs?

A: You know, you psychiatrists don’t even believe in the Bi-
bI_e. You're always negative against someone who practices the
_B1b].e. Matthew said we’d be persecuted by persons like you.
Besides, you psychiatrists are more mixed up than anyone, I
hear you get more divorces and commit suicide more than any-
one else. ' :
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Q: I don’t know if 1 agree with all that. But I would like fo
know more about your religious belicfs. .

A: Well, Pm glad you asked. I've got my Bible here and I'd
like to read you these scriptures. Also, I brought several articles
from The Watchtower, the Reasoning book and this Blood
booklet. Here—take all of these and you can learn what the Bi-
ble says.

Q: Okay. Your husband says here that you don’t believe in
celebrating Christmas.

A: It's right here in the Reasoning book about holidays. Just

. read it. If you celebrate Christmas, it’s a lie. Christ was not
borz on December 25. We're not liars, so we don’t lie to our
children. I don’t know if you lie to your kids, do you? Ican’t
believe how people lie to their children. Did you know that
Christmas gifts cause depression in children?

Honest, direct, and nondefensive responses give a clear and
accurate picture. The examiner does not expect that you have had a
perfect Life. Obviously, there have been some problems or rocky
areas in your life. Therefore, you should feel free to talk about
these situations objectively and with confidence. Here is an exam- -
ple to help you see the difference from the preceding interview:

Q: When did you marry John?
A: 1 marrded him when T was just 19 years old. T was glad fo
get out of the house, and I really thought I loved him when we

were matried.

Q: Oh, I see. And how long did the marriage last?
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A: We were married for 10 years. It wasn’t a good i
right from the start. £o0C atmage

Q: What do you mean by that?

A: We were never close. I was young, and he was young.
There was a_lot of_arguing and fighting about everything, When
we haf:l a child, things got worse. Neither one of us were ready
for being parenis, especially him.

Q:. And what do you mean when you said ‘he wasn’t ready for
being a parent®?

A: For the first six months he rarely even held Lisa. He would
stay out late at night because she cried a lot. You know, I really
t!:unk he loves Lisa now, but he rarely showed her muc,h atten-
tion when we were together,

Q: Isee. And what brought about the end of the marriage?

A . When he had an affair, I just couldn’t take it anymore. He
claims I drove him to it by becoming one of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses. He was always highly critical of my beliefs and even
be(‘:a*.me outwardly hostile at times. I think he was just using my
religion as an excuse. When I wouldn’t take him back, he

wanted to get back al me by trying to take custod
Tvghter g ody of our

Q: And why do you think he was so critical of your beliefs?

A: Well, doctor, I'm not a psychiatrist, but I think he was inse-
cure about my sincere and dedicated interest in the Bible. He
always seemed to feel I would lose interest in him and not have
respedt for his opinions. He claimed I tried to force religion on
him. But that’s not true. He has the right to his own opinions.
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He claimed I was always going to meetings, reading the Bible,
and talking with people about the Bible. You know, it’s true
that my religious activities occupied more of my time, but i feel
T was balanced.

Q: And whét do you mean, you felt you were balanced?

A: As one of Jehovah's Witnesses, I learned that I had to be
balanced in caring for the needs of my family. T really tried to
be a better wife by shéwing him more kindness and love. 1 tried
to have the house cleaned and food on the table when I at-
tended my meetings. I didn’t neglect him as he claims, but
rather, I improved. Unfortunately, it seemed that the harder I
tried to be a betier wife, the worse he got. It seemed that my be-
ing a better person was overshadowed by being one of Jeho-
vah’s Witnesses. I don’t want to give you the impression [ was
perfect. I made my mistakes. But I really feel I tried.

And I don’t want to sound like he’s all bad. In fact, he was
a very good provider. Around the house he was very helpful in
fixing and repairing things. You know, underneath his critical
feelings about my religious beliefs, I always felt that he was
very sensitive but he just couldn’t show it. I don’t love him
anymore. But I do feel compassion for him. I'm really angry
and hurt that he would try to get back at me by taking our
daughter and saying I’'m a religious fanatic. You know, doctor,
I really think there’s more to it than just the religion.

A court may be interested in examining your religious beliefs.

A popular issue raised when one mate is not one of Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses is the fact that Jehovah’s Witnesses do not celcbrate holi-
days like Christmas and birthdays. Youn must be prepared to re-
spond to this issue in an honest and direct manner. The psycholo-
gist will want to know whether your children are actually damaged
or hindered by your religious convictions. This presents a fine op~'
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portunity for you to show that your religious belicfs are not detri-
mental to your children’s well-being. Rather, when viewed in the
proper Perspective, comparing the love and affection you offer
your children and the other opportunities for enjoyable times as a
family, the lack of celebration of holidays such as Christmas and
birthdays poses no serious threat to the children’s well-being,

QI noticec-l from the report your spouse claims you don’t al-
: g;w your child to celebrate holidays like Christmas and birth-

A: That's true. We don’t participate in these holidays because
they’'re not accurately based on the Bible. For example, Christ
was not born on December 25, but in the fall of the year. When
viewed realistically, how could there have been shepherds-in
the fields in the wintertime? We believe that our children
should not be told that Santa Claus exists when it’s Just not
true. You know, 'm aware that my child might feel left out, so
i 'rqake an ¢xira effort to compensate for not celebrating
C_hns_tl_nas. I’m not opposed to giving gifts; in fact, I regularly
give gifts to Lisa all year round. And more important than ma-
terial things, I feel that I show Lisa a lot of love, [iry to build a
really close relationship with her by spending a lot of time with
her. vY'ou know, doctor, my ex=husband clajms that by not cele-
brating those holidays our child is going to be psychologically
dalzuaged. But if that were really so, what about the millions of
Asmns and Africans who also don’t celebrate these holidays? I
Just can’t believe that they're poing to be psychologically dam-
aged by not celebrating Christmas. - . '

Q: Yes, that’s ttue. You mentioned that you try to show extra
interest and love to Lisa. Can you claborate on what you do?

A: The:re are many times when we just sit and talk. Lisa likes to
come in afier school and discuss her day with me. When she
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“ brings home a school project that she’s really proud of, I try to

stop what I’m doing and praise her. I also like to include her in

. :some of the household duties like cooking, sewing, and things

‘like that. It gives me an oppottunity to teach her things. I really

. enjoy being with her. Also, I really try to build her self-esteem

and -encourage her in her artwork. You know; she really has po-

fential. Sometimes she gets discouraged becanse she wants to
do better. So 1 encourage her. :

Q: Yes. Very interesting. Is there anything else?

_A: Well, that’s about it. Wait—there is one more thing. I do
spend time studying the Bible with her. I feel it’s important that
she learn something about Jehovah God.

Q: And what do you teach your child in these Bible studies?

A: I try to teach her about some fundamental principles like
honesty and why it is important. Also, we study about showing
love to others, being kind, forgiving, and things like that.

.Above all, the mental health care professional will want to
know what type of relationship you have with your children. You

~want to communicate the fact that your religious beliefs have -
* helped you to become a better parent. You will want to show that

you are capable of providing for the emotional and physical needs
of the children, as well as the children’s spiritual needs. Take the
opportunity te show that a warm, loving bond already exists be-
tween you and your children, so that any disruption to this bond
will be detrimental to the children. ’ : '

The mental health care professional who is conduecting the in-
terview may know very little about the religious teachings and
practices of Jehovah’s Witnesses. Therefore, you will want to use
language and illustrations that will help the examiner to clearly un-
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derstand the life-style of a Christian. You will want to present
yourself as one who follows the teachings of the Scriptures, not as
one who is dogmatic and a slave to rjes, By reasoning, help the
evaluator to see that the course you have selected is a course of
wisdom and reason. The following dialogue is an example of how
you might explain the fact that Christians attend Bible-based meet-
ings three times each week and are encouraged to devote additional
time for personal Bible study:

A: Well, Lisa generally comes with me. Our meetings are much
like a classroom. We usually have someone giving a reading, a
discussion about a Bible topic. We encourage all, young and
old, to learn to really reason and think about a matter. Rather
than just telling Lisa what to think, I encourage her to use her
mind. As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, I feel that the Bible en-
courages us to use our God-given conscience.

Q: Can you give me an example of that?

A: Yes. You know God tells us to show love and kindness.
Let’s say that Lisa is out playing ball with another child, and
she takes something that is not hers. I would reason with her
about it, helping her to understand why it is wrong, rather than
. Just punishing her or demanding that she be honest. It may

sound simple, but as a parent, you know it is a very difficult
process. [ try my best.

Q: Okay. And how often do you go to these meetings?

A: We have five hours of meetings a week. To some, that may
sound like a lot. But it’s about the same number of hours a stu-
dent would spend in one class at school a week. 1t’s a relatively
small number of hours if you think that there are 168 hours in a
weele. It's actually less than three percent,
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Like holidays and the celebration of Christmas, J eI_mvah’s_Wl;:
nesses’ posifion on the use of blood is controvers_ml and is 0.t
ten raised as an issue of contention by a non-Witness pa.ten&
You want reasbnably to stress the fact that yon are not qppose
to medical treatment. Rather, as a sound, thinking person, you
desire to have medical treatment for your minor ch.ﬂdren_m the
event of a medical crisis. However, because of the Scnpmral
admonition regarding bleod, you want to showf your reasplgi
ableness in the fact that you have already investigated medic
alternatives to the use of blood. You should be Prepareq to taﬂi
about these non-blood alternatives in some det:.all, sh?wmg T'hal
you are capable and prepared to care for the children’s physica

- needs:

Q: As one of Jehovah’s Witnesses, you don’t believe in blood
transfusions, do you?

A: That’s true. Qur position on blood transfusions is ;'»rimarﬂy
& religious one, but we also know there are any medical dﬂﬁ:
gers from blood. We take our position on this issue from.\ia
ous Scriptural references, such as Acts 15:28, 29, and Lev_mcéﬁz
17:13, 14. These Scriptures point out that we should avoid v
use of blood in our bodies. Pm sure you, as 2 d_octor, are a.
ready aware of the potential medical compl_lcauons that calf
arise from blood transfusions, such as hepatlt‘ls and AIDS. Afo
cording to a Dr. Allen from Stanford University, ﬁ'om 3,000 ’
30,000 deaths annually are attributed to uansﬁ1§10n3. Becaufit
of our stand, some feel that we refuse all med_acal treatmené
Bui this is just not true. We fully utilize medical doctors ﬁal-
long as they respect our stand on blood. In the area ot_‘ mlu—
sions, we do accept non-blood expanders such ?s s?,hne: sC g
tion, Ringer’s lactate, dextran, etc. Perhaps you’d like to r;a
about the medical aspects of our stand. T have here_ a copy of 31;
article that appeared in The Journa!l of the {&mencan MedJcad
Association on this question of Jehovah’s Witnesses and bloo
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25-27))

transfosions. (Reprinted in the Awake! of June 22, 1982, pages

Doctor, you might be reassured to know that [ have made
medical provisions to ensure that Lisa will receive proper
medical attention if and when she needs it. For example, I have
a doctor who has agreed to respect our views on blood. Also, if
an emergency should arise, I've made arrangements to have my
child transported to a hospital with doctors that specialize in
surgery on Jehovah’s Witnesses.

Q: Thank you. That was very interesting. I'll take the article.

To be honest with you, I don’t know if I'll have time to read it.
But I'!l certainly try. -
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WHEN A PARTY TO THE DIVORCE IS
DISFELLOWSHIPPED OR DISASSOCIATED

| As this éystém of things continues to d}ecline, i.t will become
more common that a once faithful mate, act1lve and in good s-tand-
ing in the Christian congregation, fns unfaithful. For the faljchful
Christian mate, this situation i, Without a doubt, extremely disap-
pointing. Nonetheless, it is 2 trial that can be managed successfully
with Jehovah’s support.

Always remember thet disfllowshipping only alters the spiri-
tual bonds between the individual and congregation men%bers.
(The Watchtower, Aprit 15, 1988, pages 26-31) stfellpwsl?lpped
parents are still entitled to the honor and respect of their children.
(Ephesians 6:2) DisfellowshipPiig does not affect blood or marital
ties. The Watchiower, April 15 1988, page 28, paragraph 13, said
this:

13 Cutting off from the Clhiistian congregation docs not
involve immediate death, ¢ Jamily ties contfm-ue. T]._ms, a
man who is disfellowshipped of who disassociates himsclf
may still live at home with h’:S Christian wife and faithful
children. Respect for God’s judgments and the congrega-
tion’s action will move the wife and children to recogpize that
by his course, he altered #i¢ $piritual bond that existed be-
tween them. Yet, since his beitig disfellowshipped does not
end their blood ties or marTHge relatfonsth,‘ normal family
affections and dealings can coatiue. (Emphasis added)

As Awake! explained: “Neither divorce nor expulsion from the
Christian congregation ends # Parent-child relationship; children
continue to need both pafeﬂt?-” {(4wake!, Septcmber 22, 1991,
page 30) “The disfellowshipP"8 process of the congregation only
alters the spiritual relationship between the 11.1(.11wdua1 and the
Christian congregation. I fact, lt_sev.ers the spiritual bopds. Bui
the parent-child relationship remzins intact. The custodial parent
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must respect the disfellowshipped parent’s visitation i ”

Tights,
(Awgke!, Decemt.)er 8, 1997, pages 11-12) Therefore, in separ%cion
or divorce, the disfellowshipped or disassociated status of a parent
15 N0 reason to deny or minimize visitation or to deny custody.

When children are of sufficient age to understand Bible princi-

ples, they may independently conclude in error that visitation with

a disfellowshipped or disassociated parent would be unacceptable
When a child reaches such an erroneous conclusion, it is the faith-.
ful Christian parent’s duty to gently readjust the child’s thinking so
that the child may remember his duty to ‘honor his father and his
mother’ (Ephesians 6:2) (Italics ours} and be able to distinguish
between hatred for a wrong course, which hatred Jehovah approves
(Proverbs 8:13), from hatred for the wrongdoer—Jude 23; see

Awake!, “Young People Ask . . . What if M ;
» Octol v Parent Has D
Us?,” October 22, 1992, pages 19-21. isgraced

It would be most improper, as well as UNSCr
) mos A ptural, to teach
;hlldren that their disfellowshipped parent is under the coniro} of
atan or will be destroyed at Armageddon and thus i
obeyed or heeded. s ot be

66

APPENDIX

The Watchtower Socicty has published numerous articles con-
cerning child-rearing, marriage, and other areas affecting family
life. You may want to consult the Watch Tower Publications Index
for information on a particular subject.

However, we suggest that you review the principles outlined in
the following articles:

SEPARATION AND DIVORCE
“What is in the Child’s Best Interests?” “Child Custody—
Religion and the Law” and “Child Custody—A Balanced
View,” Awake!, December 8, 1997, pages 3-12.

“Help for Children of Divorce,” Awake!, April 22, 1991,
pages 3-11 (also note box on page 9 entitled “Advice for
Divorced Parents™).

“Family Problems Solved By Bible Counsel,” The Waich-
tower, November 1, 1986, pages 26-31.

“Who Gets the Child?” “Child Custody—Should Religion
Be an Issue?” and “Acting in Your Child’s Best Interests,”
Awake!, October 22, 1988, pages 3-14.

“When Marital Peace is Threatened,” and “Has God Called
You to Peace?” The Waichtower, November 1, 1988, pages
20-30.

“I Need a Lawyer!” Awake!, March 8, 1979, pages 7-9.
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CHILD—REARING

“Single Parents, Multiple Challenges,” Awake!, October 8,
2002, pages 6-9. -

“Tips for Stepparents,” Awake/, July 8, 1993, page 12.

“Building Christian Personalities in Our Children,” The
Watchtower, July 1, 1991, pages 24-27.

“Parents—How Can You ‘Build Up’ Your Home?” The
Waichtower, November 1, 1986, pages 21-25.

“Single Parents Coping in Today’s World,” The Waich-
tower, September 15, 1980, pages 15-20.

“Questions from Readers,” The Watchtower, December 1;
1960, page 735, “What Scriptural principles guide in the

training of children in homes where one parent is a dedi-

cated Christian witness of Jehovah and the other is not?”

“Questions from Readers,” The Watchtower, November 15,
1960, page 703, “What stand should children of dedicated
Christian parents take in regard to their school’s holiday art
activities? What about the Chrisimas program with its sing-
ing of Christmas songs? What about schoolroom birthday
celebrations?”

BLOOD TRANSFUSIONS

“Bioethics and Bloodless Surgery,” The Watchiower, F bruary

135, 1997, pages 19-20. ’

“Jehovah’s Witnesses Instnimental in Heart Surgery Advance,”

Awake!, January 22, 1996, page 31.
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«Gafepuarding Your Children From Misuse of Blood,” Our
Kingdom Ministry, September 1992, pages 3-6.

« gaded Questions to Watch Out For,” Our Kingdom Min-
istry, November 1990, page 6.

How Can Blood Save Your Life?, 1990.

i e *s Wiinesses ac-
«(ypestions From Readers,” “Do J ehovah's ;
cg;einjections of a blood fraction, such as immune globulin
or albumin?” The Watchtower, Juge 1, 1990, pages 30-31.

“Questions From Readers,” “Do Jehovah’s Witnesses allow
ihe use of autologous blood (autotranslusion), such as by
having their own blood stored and later put back. into
them?” The Watchtower, March 1, 1989, pages 30-31.

«Jehovah’s Witnesses—The Surgical/Ethical Challenge,”
Awake!, June 22, 1982, pages 25.27.

DISCIPLINE
“An End to Domestic Violence,” Awake_!, febm -8, _19?3,
page 11 (sce subheading entitfed “Administering discipline
to children.”). ‘

“Learn Obédience by Accepting Discipline,” The Watch-
tower, October 1, 1992, pages 26-29 (also note b(?x on page
29 entitled “Parents, Teach Obedience by Disciplining in
‘Righteousness”).

* «whe Rod of Discipline’—Is It Out-of-Date?” Awake!,

September 8, 1992, pages 26-27.

69




HIGHER EDUCATION
“Education With a Purpose,” The Watchtower, Novem-
ber 1, 1992, pages 15-21.

“What Career Should I Choose?” dwake!, May 8, 1989,
pages 12-14.

“Bducation—What It Costs, What It Offers,” The Watch-
tower, July 15, 1982, pages 12-15.

VISITATION RIGHTS
~ “Family Problems Solved By Bible Counsel,” The Watch-
tower, November 1, 1986, pages 26-31.
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